
FROM ASHES TO LIGHT
LENT 2017 (2)

From ashes to light



WELCOME

SEQUENCE

▸ Lent 2017 

▸ Reading 3 

▸ Reading 1 

▸ Reading 2 

▸ Themes across the 
readings 

▸ Potential 

▸ Pointers for prayer 

▸ Prayer



LENT 2017

THE PLAN OF THE READINGS

1
Gen 2:7-9; 

3:1-7
Adam and 

Eve
Rom 

5:12-19 
Adam and 

Jesus
Mt 

4:1-11
The Tempting of 
the Son of God

2 Gen 12:1-4 Abraham 2 Tim 
1:8-10

God’s grace Mt 
17:1-9

Transfiguration

3 Ex 17:3-7 Moses
Rom  

5:1-2, 5-8 God’s love
Jn 

4:5-42 The Samaritan

4
1 Sam 16:1, 
6-7, 10-13 David Eph 5:8-14 Light of Christ

Jn 
9:1-41 Man born blind

5 Ezek 37:12-14 The Exile Rom 8:8-11 Jesus will give 
life

Jn 
11:1-15

Lazarus
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LENT 4A 2017

SEQUENCE

▸ Introduction 

▸ Siloam 
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▸ Narrative 

▸ Across the readings 

▸ Potential for today 

▸ Prayer



READING 3

BACKGROUNDS

▸ In the Old Testament 

▸ Disqualified from Temple Service (Lev 21:18-21, 2 Sam 5:9). 

▸ Blind people = groping and incompetent (Is 59:10; Deut 28:29. 

▸ God punishes sinners by blinding them and hitter animals (Zeph 1:17; 
Zech 12:4) 

▸ Compassion to the blind is a duty (Lev 19;14; Deut 27:18). 

▸ Isaiah: God opens the eyes of the blind (35:5; 42:16, 18-19).  

▸ Blind men in Mark: 8:22026 and 10:46-52 (Bartimaeus) 

▸ Breaking the Sabbath: Mark 2:23-28, 3:1-6



READING 3

BACKGROUNDS

▸ Already in the Synoptics, regaining of sight is a symbol of coming 
to faith.  

▸ The question of God’s consistency already comes up in Mark, 
although not in the context of a blind man re-gaining sight.  

▸ In the OT, recovery of sight is a symbol of salvation.  

▸ The OT citations are already in the context of understanding 
theologically the relationship of Judaism to Christianity.  

▸ As before, we are dealing with a fascinating Johannine reception 
of an older tradition



READING 3

BACKGROUNDS

▸ The first issue is the obvious one: relations between Jews and 
“Christians” had broken down  

▸ At the “Synod” of Jamnia after 70 ad, the followers of the 
Nazarene were expelled from the synagogue (Birkat ha-Minim) 

▸ This Gospel alone has the expression “thrown out of the 
synagogue” (John 9:22; 12:42; 16:2).  

▸ It may well be that families were under pressure when a 
member became Christian. 



READING 3

BACKGROUNDS

▸ The second issue is that the community of the Beloved 
Disciple, under a kind of persecution, was obliged to 
account for its faith ever more clearly and deeply.  

▸ In hard dialogue with fellow-Jews, a profound 
understanding of the identity of Jesus emerged.  

▸ We see this in the journey of faith made by the Blind Man: 
the man, “I do not know”, a prophet, from God, the Son of 
Man, worshipped him.



READING 3

NARRATIVE

1. Introduction (Jesus and the Blind Man). 

3. The neighbours, leading to  

4. an interrogation of the blind man. 

6. The parents, leading to  

7. an interrogation of the blind man. 

9. Conclusion (Jesus and the Blind man).



(1) Introduction: 
Jesus and the 
blind man;  
some disciples

(6)  
Jesus and the 
blind man; some 
Pharisees

(2)  
The neighbours 
and the blind man

(5) Interrogation of 
the blind man

(3) Interrogation of 
the blind man

(4)  
The parents and 
the Pharisees



READING 3

NARRATIVE

▸ Narrative Analysis 

▸ Plot, character, reading positions 

▸ Steps: 

▸ Plot 1: ACTION – the curing of the blind man. 

▸ Plot 2: KNOWLEDGE – the blind man comes to knowledge of 
Jesus 

▸ Plot 3: CHARACTER – the blind man becomes courageous 
and believing.



READING 3

NARRATIVE: PLOT OF ACTION

▸ Exposition: v.1 

▸ Inciting Moment: v.2 

▸ Complication vv.3-5 

▸ Climax (peripetia or anagnorisis) v.6-7a 

▸ Conclusion 7b.



READING 3

NARRATIVE: PLOT OF KNOWLEDGE

▸ Exposition: v.1-7 The encounter with Jesus, as the healing takes place. 

▸ Inciting Moment: v.8 – the man’s identity is queried – a foil to the questioning of 
the identity of Jesus. 

▸ Complication v.9-34 – This happens over a number of scenes, with more people 
involved.  

▸ Climax (peripetia or anagnorisis) vv.35-38 

▸ Here, as in all plots of knowledge, the turning point is understanding: from 
“prophet” to “Son of Man” to “Lord” and worship.  

▸ Conclusion vv.39-41 

▸ There is a first conclusion about Jesus, as the reverser of “sight”.



READING 3

NARRATIVE: PLOT OF CHARACTER

Blind Man Pharisees

They asked, ‘Where is he?’ He 
answered, ‘I don’t know.’  (John 
9:12)

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from 
God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But 
others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform 
such signs?” And they were divided. (John 9:16) 

The man answered, ‘Whether he 
is a sinner I don’t know;  

So for the second time they called the man who had 
been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! 
We know that this man is a sinner.” (John 9:24) 

all I know is that I was blind and 
now I can see.’  (John 9:25)

We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for 
this man, we do not know where he comes 
from.”  (John 9:29)



READING 3

NARRATIVE: PLOT OF CHARACTER

▸ Two main characters 

▸ Jesus  

▸ who takes initiatives, is powerful, says more than the others can 
understand); in scenes 2-5 he is present in his absence, because he 
is the real subject of debate – where? who? from whom?  

▸ The Blind Man  

▸ Who starts out as a kind of “cypher” and then develops into a 
courageous witness, and closes with a full acts of faith. 

▸ This journey/quest can best be appreciated as a symbolic narrative. 



READING 3

NARRATIVE

▸ Symbolic Narrative (Dorothy Lee) 

▸ Stage 1: Foundational Image or ‘Sign’.  

▸ Stage 2: Misunderstanding.  

▸ Stage 3: Struggle for Understanding.  

▸ Stage 4: Attainment or Rejection of Symbolic 
Understanding.  

▸ Stage 5: Confession of Faith or Statement of Rejection.



READING 3

NARRATIVE CONTRAST WITH JOHN 5
John 5 John 9

Jerusalem, Festival, Temple Jerusalem, Succoth, Temple

Pool: Beth-Zatha Pool: Siloam

Paralytic; long period Blind; his whole life

Jesus takes the initiative Jesus takes the initiative

An interrogation follows Interrogations follow

Issue: Sabbath Issue: Sabbath

Issue: the “whence” of Jesus Issue: the “whence” of Jesus

Jesus finds in him the Temple Jesus finds him in the Temple

The healed man betrays Jesus The healed man believe in Jesus



READING 3

NARRATIVE: THE “WHENCE” OF JESUS

John 2:9 When the steward tasted the water that had 
become wine, and did not know where it came from 
(though the servants who had drawn the water 
knew), the steward called the bridegroom 

John 4:11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no 
bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that 
living water?  

John 7:27 Yet we know where this man is from; but 
when the Messiah comes, no one will know where he 
is from.”  28 Then Jesus cried out as he was teaching 
in the temple, “You know me, and you know where I 
am from. I have not come on my own. But the one 
who sent me is true, and you do not know him.  

John 8:14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my 
own behalf, my testimony is valid because I know 
where I have come from and where I am going, but 
you do not know where I come from or where I am 
going.  

John 9:29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, 
but as for this man, we do not know where he comes 
from.”  30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing 
thing! You do not know where he comes from, and 
yet he opened my eyes.  

John 19:9 Pilate entered his headquarters again and 
asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave 
him no answer.   



READING 3

NARRATIVE: CONTEXT OF READING

1. The story speaks to the 
experience of being expelled 
from the synagogue.  

2. Secondly, it captures the 
theological aggression between 
the parties.  

3. Furthermore, the man’s refusal 
deny his experience of regaining 
sight probably encourages those 
who have arrived at the 
enlightenment of Christian faith to 
remain true to their undeniable 
experience.  

4. The language reflects the teaching 
of the evangelist, who often uses 
sight to mean faith. Significantly, 
the story follows on the chapter 
on Jesus as the Light of the World. 



READING 3

NARRATIVE CONCLUSION

John 9:35   Jesus heard that they 
had thrown him out, so he found 
the man and said to him, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” 36 
The man replied, “And who is he, 
sir, that I may believe in him?” 37 
Jesus told him, “You have seen 
him; he is the one speaking with 
you.” [ 38 He said, “Lord, I 
believe,” and he worshiped him. 
39 Jesus said,] “For judgment I 
have come into this world, so that 

those who do not see may gain 
their sight, and the ones who see 
may become blind.”  

John 9:40   Some of the Pharisees 
who were with him heard this and 
asked him, “We are not blind too, 
are we?” 41 Jesus replied, “If you 
were blind, you would not be 
guilty of sin, but now because you 
claim that you can see, your guilt 
remains.”



READING 3

NARRATIVE CONCLUSION

MATTHEW 
With them indeed is fulfilled the 
prophecy of Isaiah that says: 
‘You will indeed listen, but never 
understand, and you will indeed 
look, but never perceive.  
(Matt 13:14)

MARK 
in order that ‘they may indeed 
look, but not perceive, and may 
indeed listen, but not 
understand; so that they may 
not turn again and be forgiven.’”   
(Mark 4:12)

LUKE 
He said, “To you it has been 
given to know the secrets of the 
kingdom of God; but to others I 
speak in parables, so that 
‘looking they may not perceive, 
and listening they may not 
understand.’   
(Luke 8:10)

ACTS 
Go to this people and say, You 
will indeed listen, but never 
understand, and you will indeed 
look, but never perceive.  
(Acts 28:26)

ROMANS 
as it is written, “God gave them 
a sluggish spirit, eyes that would 
not see and ears that would not 
hear, down to this very day.”   
(Rom 11:8)

JOHN 
 “He has blinded their eyes and 
hardened their heart, so that 
they might not look with their 
eyes, and understand with their 
heart and turn— and I would heal 
them.”              (John 12:40)



READING 3

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

▸ John used a traditional healing story and expanded it 
dramatically 

▸ NB Succoth (light, water, Temple) 

▸ NB Issues at the time of writing 

▸ NB Contrasting outcomes of persecution 



READING 1

1 SAMUEL 16:1, 6-7, 10-13: DAVID

1 Sam 16:1   The LORD said to Samuel, “How 
long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn 
with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a 
king among his sons.”  

1 Sam 16:6   When they came, he looked on 
Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed 
is now before the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to 
Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or 
on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him; for the LORD does not see as 
mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”  

1 Sam 16:10 Jesse made seven of his sons 
pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11 
Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, 
but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said 
to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not 
sit down until he comes here.” 12 He sent and 
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD 
said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 
13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; 
and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon 
David from that day forward. Samuel then set 
out and went to Ramah. 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM 23 (22)

The Lord is my shepherd: there is 
nothing I shall want. 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
  there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
  where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
  to revive my drooping spirit. 

He guides me along the right path; 
  he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
  no evil would I fear. 

You are there with your crook and your 
staff; 
  with these you give me comfort. 

You have prepared a banquet for me 
  in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
  my cup is overflowing. 

Surely goodness and kindness shall 
follow me 
  all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
  for ever and ever.



READING 2

THE SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 5:8-14

Eph 5:7 Therefore do not be 
associated with them. 8 For 
once you were darkness, but 
now in the Lord you are light. 
Live as children of light—  9 for 
the fruit of the light is found in 
all that is good and right and 
true.  10 Try to find out what is 
pleasing to the Lord.  11 Take no 
part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but instead expose 

them.  12 For it is shameful even 
to mention what such people do 
secretly;  13 but everything 
exposed by the light becomes 
visible,  14 for everything that 
becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says,  

 “Sleeper, awake! 
 Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.”





THEMES ACROSS THE READINGS

ACROSS THE READINGS AND PSALM

▸ Our first reading portrays a prophet 
who cannot see very well, because he 
sees as humans do. In a way, God has 
to step in to (over)see the election. The 
key phrase is: but the Lord looks on the 
heart (1Samuel 16:7). The theme of 
God’s guidance in darkness continues 
in the psalm.  

▸ The excerpt from Ephesians profiles 
light in contrast to darkness. Key words: 
light, illuminate, shine, used of coming 
to faith in Christ and lead us to the 
brilliant story of the man born blind.  

▸ The Gospel story—also a quest— serves 
to explore one of the “I am” sentences 
of the Fourth Gospel: Again Jesus 
spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness but will have the 
light of life.” (John 8:12) As long as I am 
in the world, I am the light of the 
world.”  (John 9:5) The seeing of faith is 
bestowed by the one who is our light.



POTENTIAL

PRAYER

▸ What is my own 
experience of being blind 
and gaining sight / 
insight / discernment? 

▸ Can I name the stages my 
own journey of faith? 

▸ Faith under pressure leads 
to different 
outcomes...what is my 
experience? 

▸ What’s the role of 
“undeniable experience”?



PRAYER

PRAYER

God our Creator, show 
forth your mighty 
works in the midst of 
your people. Enlighten 
your church, that we 
may know your Son as 
the true light of the 
World and through 

our worship confess 
him as Christ and Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, holy 
and mighty God for 
ever and ever. Amen.


