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Preaching 
Mercy in 
Nazareth

The Spirit of the Lord            
is upon me
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The Gospel of Mercy
Preaching mercy in Nazareth 

Faith in God’s mercy 

Mercy is our mission 

“He was filled with compassion” 

Today of God’s salvation 

Encounters of mercy
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Sequence
Present context 

Starting a story 

An opening scene: Luke 4 

Spirit-filled prophet 

Fulfilled in your hearing 

Luke 4 as “overture” (themes and ministry) 

And so...
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Context

People turning to the Bible more 

The practice of sacred reading or 
“lectio divina” 

How is the word fulfilled in our 
hearing?
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Starting a story
Where would you begin? 

Mark: baptism; Matthew: birth 
stories; John: prologue 

Luke “starts” twice, at least! 

Luke 1-2 

Luke 3-4
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Luke 4:16-30 

Luke the historian - but free! 

Luke the theologian 

Compare with Mark’s version
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Mark 6:1-6
Jesus left that place and came to his 
hometown, and his disciples 
followed him. On the sabbath he 
began to teach in the synagogue, 
and many who heard him were 
astounded. They said, “Where did 
this man get all this? What is this 
wisdom that has been given to 
him? What deeds of power are 
being done by his hands! Is not this 
the carpenter, the son of Mary and 
brother of James and Joses and 

Judas and Simon, and are not his 
sisters here with us?” And they took 
offence at him. Then Jesus said to 
them, “Prophets are not without 
honour, except in their hometown, 
and among their own kin, and in 
their own house.” And he could do 
no deed of power there, except that 
he laid his hands on a few sick 
people and cured them. And he was 
amazed at their unbelief.  
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Luke 4:16-30
When he came to Nazareth... 

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled 
in your hearing.” 

“Truly I tell you, no prophet is 
accepted in the prophet’s hometown.” 

When they heard this, all in the 
synagogue were filled with rage
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Mark 6:1-6 / Matt 13:53-58: The return to 
Nazareth is a scene of rejection half way 
through the ministry 
Luke brings the story forward and expands it 
Now a keynote scene to define Jesus’ 
ministry which also ends in rejection 
The ministry understood in terms of the 
fulfilment of prophetic hopes and 
expectations  
Isaiah – the fifth evangelist

Luke 4:16-30 
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NT Use of Isaiah

Early Christians went back to their 
only Bible, the “Old Testament” 

Most frequently, they had recourse to 
Isaiah - for patterns, concepts and 
theology. 
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NT Use of Isaiah

Early Christians went back to their 
only Bible, the “Old Testament” 

Most frequently, they had recourse 
to Isaiah - for patterns, concepts 
and theology. 
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Isaiah: NT
FIRST ISAIAH (1-39) 

Isa 1:9 As Sodom and Gomorrah (Rom 9:29)  
Isa 6:9 Closed eyes and ears (Mt 13:14, Mk 4:12, Lk 8:10, Jn 
12:39, Acts 28:25)  
Isa 7:14 Virgin with child (Mt 1:23)  
Isa 8:12 Do not be in fear (1Pet 3:14)  
Isa 8:14 Stone of stumbling (1Pet 2:8, Rom 9:33)  
Isa 8:17-18 The children God has given me (Heb 2:13)  
Isa 9:1 A light in darkness (Mt 4:15)  
Isa 9:6 A child shall be born (Mt 1:23)  
Isa 10:22 Remnant shall be saved (Rom 9:27)  
Isa 11:5 A belt girding the loins (Eph 6:14)  
Isa 11:10 The Root of Jesse (Rom 15:12)  
Isa 22:13 Tomorrow we may die (1Cor 15:32)  
Isa 22:22 The key of David (Rev 3:7)  
Isa 25:8 Death swallowed up (1Cor 15:54)  
Isa 27:9 When I forgive their sins (Rom 11:26)  
Isa 28:11 Speak in strange tongues (1Cor 14:21)  
Isa 28:16 Precious corner stone (1Pet 2:6, Rom 9:33)  
Isa 28:16 Believers not disappointed (Rom 9:33, 10:11)  
Isa 29:10 A spirit of stupor (Rom 11:8)  
Isa 29:13 They worship in vain (Mt 15:7, Mk 7:6)  
Isa 29:14 The wisdom of the wise (1Cor 1:19)  
Isa 29:16 Potter and the clay (Rom 9:19-21)  
  

SECOND ISAIAH (40-55) 

Isa 40:3 Voice in wilderness (Mt 3:3, Mk 1:2, Lk 3:4, Jn 1:23) 
Isa 40:6 God's word abides forever (1Pet 1:25)  
Isa 40:13 The mind of the LORD (Rom 11:34)  
Isa 42:1 Behold My Servant (Mt 12:18)  
Isa 42:4 Hope for Gentiles (Rom 15:12)  
Isa 42:6 A light for the Gentiles (Lk 2:32)  
Isa 45:23 Every knee shall bow (Rom 14:11)  
Isa 49:6 A light for the Gentiles (Lk 2:32, Acts 13:47)  
Isa 49:8 Acceptable time, day of salvation (2Cor 6:2)  
Isa 52:5 Blasphemy among Gentiles (Rom 2:24)  
Isa 52:7 How beautiful the feet (Rom 10:15)  
Isa 52:11 Come out from among them (2Cor 6:17)  
Isa 52:15 They shall understand (Rom 15:21)  
Isa 53:1 Who has believed our report? (Jn 12:38, Rom 10:16)  
Isa 53:4 Carried our diseases (Mt 8:17)  
Isa 53:5 By his stripes you were healed (1Pet 2:24)  
Isa 53:7 A lamb to the slaughter (Acts 8:32)  
Isa 53:9 He committed no sin (1Pet 2:22)  
Isa 53:12 Numbered with transgressors (Mk 15:28, Lk 22:37)  
Isa 54:1 Rejoice barren woman (Gal 4:27)  
Isa 54:13 All be taught of God (Jn 6:45)  
Isa 55:3 The sure mercies of David (Acts 13:34)  

THIRD ISAIAH (56-66) 

Isa 56:7 A house of prayer (Mt 21:13, Mk 11:17, Lk 19:46)  
Isa 59:7-8 Feet swift to shed blood (Rom 3:15-17)  
Isa 59:17 Breastplate and helmet (Eph 6:14-17)  
Isa 59:20 Deliverer from Zion (Rom 11:26)  
Isa 61:1 He anointed me to preach (Lk 4:17)  
Isa 64:4 Eye has not seen (1Cor 2:9)  
Isa 65:1 Found by those who sought me not (Rom 10:20)  
Isa 65:2 Disobedient and obstinate people (Rom 10:21)  
Isa 66:1 Heaven is my throne (Acts 7:48)  
Isa 66:24 Fire is not quenched (Mk 9:48)
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“The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because 
he has anointed me 
to bring good news to 
the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim 
release to the captives 
and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, to 
proclaim the year of 
the Lord's favour.”  

And he rolled up the 
scroll, gave it back to 
the attendant, and sat 
down.  
The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed 
on him. Then he 
began to say to them, 
“Today this scripture 
has been fulfilled in 
your hearing.”

Luke 4:16-30
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Text is not a direct quotation but is made 
up from Is 61:1-2 and Is 58:6  
Omits the announcement of the coming 
day of vengeance (Is 61:2b) 
Defines Jesus as the anointed one 
(messiah = christ) — prophets and kings 
were anointed with oil in the OT 
Jesus is anointed with the Spirit (see 3:22, 
4:1) and is thereby missioned 
Adds the Year of the Lord’s Favour

Luke 4:16-30
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In the OT, salvation is proclaimed by the 
prophets in the language of this world – not 
the next! 

Good news to the poor (Is 52:7) 
Release to captives (Is 42:7) 
Sight to the blind  (Is 35:5) 
Freedom to the oppressed (Is 51:14) 

Jesus’ ministry throughout Luke’s narrative 
is thus summarised as the work of the Spirit-
filled prophet who brings about the 
promised “salvation”

Luke 4:16-30
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Jesus as prophet
Usually: Son of Man, Son of God, messiah, Lord 

Why prophet? 

Not the only “title” 

Roots Jesus in the tradition of the prophets: a 
this-world ministry 

Goes back to Jesus’ self-understanding  

The Gospel: a way of life, not only a way to the 
next life
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Now Jesus was teaching in one of the 
synagogues on the sabbath. And just 
then there appeared a woman with a 
spirit that had crippled her for 
eighteen years. She was bent over 
and was quite unable to stand up 
straight. When Jesus saw her, he 
called her over and said, “Woman, 
you are set free from your ailment.” 
When he laid his hands on her, 
immediately she stood up straight 
and began praising God. But the 
leader of the synagogue, indignant 
because Jesus had cured on the 
sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, 
“There are six days on which work 

ought to be done; come on those 
days and be cured, and not on the 
sabbath day.” But the Lord answered 
him and said, “You hypocrites! Does 
not each of you on the sabbath untie 
his ox or his donkey from the 
manger, and lead it away to give it 
water? And ought not this woman, a 
daughter of Abraham whom Satan 
bound for eighteen long years, be 
set free from this bondage on the 
sabbath day?” When he said this, all 
his opponents were put to shame; 
and the entire crowd was rejoicing 
at all the wonderful things that he 
was doing.  (Luke 13:10–17)
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Unique to Luke 

Prophetic critique of religious 
practice 

Offer of healing / salvation  

Outreach to the excluded
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In your hearing
The disciples of John reported 
all these things to him. So John 
summoned two of his disciples 
and sent them to the Lord to 
ask, “Are you the one who is to 
come, or are we to wait for 
another?” When the men had 
come to him, they said, “John 
the Baptist has sent us to you 
to ask, ‘Are you the one who is 
to come, or are we to wait for 
another?’” Jesus had just then 
cured many people of diseases, 

plagues, and evil spirits, and 
had given sight to many who 
were blind. And he answered 
them, “Go and tell John what 
you have seen and heard: the 
blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, the poor have 
good news brought to them. 
And blessed is anyone who is 
not scandalised at me.”  (Luke 
7:18–23)
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In your hearing

John’s question and expectation(s) 

Jesus’ ministry fulfils but also 
scandalises 

The ministry shows God’s faithfulness 
to the outcast and the sinner 

19

http://www.tarsus.ie


www.tarsus.ie

In your hearing
When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; 
and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful 
things that he was doing.  (Luke 13:17) 

As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on 
the road. As he was now approaching the path down 
from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the 
disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice 
for all the deeds of power that they had seen. (Luke 
19:36–37) 

“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?”  (Luke 24:32)
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Overture

In the synagogue at Nazareth 

Themes: Jesus as spirit-filled prophet, 
as healer, as bearer of the Good News 
and God’s compassion 

Ministry: Good news, rejection, death 
and resurrection
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And so...
Luke writes, in the light of the 
resurrection,  

to persuade  

to invite faith in this Jesus,  

on a path of salvation, life, joy 

...fulfilled in our hearing today!
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Prayer
Lord God,                                                

whose compassion embraces all peoples, 
whose law is wisdom, freedom,               

and joy for the poor,                                 
fulfill in our midst your promise of favour, 

that we may receive                                        
the gospel of salvation with faith and,                               

anointed by the Spirit, freely proclaim it.
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Reflection

Was there anything new or 
startling for you? 

Can you recall a word of 
scripture which you felt was 
fulfilled in your life and 
experience?
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