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He was filled 
with 

compassion
The Prodigal…which one?
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The Gospel of Mercy
Preaching mercy in Nazareth 

Faith in God’s mercy 

Mercy is our mission 

“He was filled with compassion” 

Today of God’s salvation 

Encounters of mercy
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Sequence
Jesus as a teacher 
The Parables 

The Parables in Luke 
The Prodigal Son (Luke 15) 

The Prodigal Son Today 
And so… 

Prayer 
Reflection
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Jesus as Teacher
Recall your own experience of a 
really good teacher 

Jesus was a teacher who taught, 
often in parables 

Parables were a distinctive feature of 
his teaching
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Jesus as Teacher
Recall your own experience of a 
really good teacher 

Jesus was a teacher who taught, 
often in parables 

Parables were a distinctive feature of 
his teaching
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One day, while he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law 
were sitting near by (they had come from every village of Galilee and 
Judea and from Jerusalem); and the power of the Lord was with him 
to heal. (Luke 5:17) 

As they were listening to this, he went on to tell a parable, because he 
was near Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom of 
God was to appear immediately.  (Luke 19:11)

http://www.tarsus.ie


www.tarsus.ie

The Parables
Can you recall name many parables? 

How many are there, would you guess? 

What is a parable? 

Parables: used to illustrate the Kingdom                                  
and to engage the Jesus’ hearers
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The Parables
Can you recall name many parables? 

How many are there, would you guess? 

What is a parable? 

Parables: used to illustrate the Kingdom                                  
and to engage the Jesus’ hearers

5

A short story 
with a double meaning
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The Parables
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The Parables
Mark Matthew Luke
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The Parables
Mark Matthew Luke

In each 4 19 26
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The Parables
Mark Matthew Luke

In each 4 19 26

In all three 3 3 3
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The Parables
Mark Matthew Luke

In each 4 19 26

In all three 3 3 3

In two 6 6
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The Parables
Mark Matthew Luke

In each 4 19 26

In all three 3 3 3

In two 6 6

In only one 1 13 20
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The Parables
Mark Matthew Luke

In each 4 19 26

In all three 3 3 3

In two 6 6

In only one 1 13 20

Total 42 John: no parables
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The Parables in Luke
Luke has no fewer than 26 parables (20 
special to him) 

Found mostly in the journey narrative (Luke 
10-19) 

Among the most powerful parables are:  
The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:8-31)  

The Unjust Judge (Luke 18:1-8) 

The Good Samaritan (10:25-36)
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The Prodigal Son
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The Prodigal Son

His Fall 

Family 

Country 

Religion
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The Prodigal Son
He came to himself 

St Augustine
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The Prodigal Son
He came to himself 

St Augustine
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Late have I loved you, O Beauty ever ancient, ever new, late 
have I loved you! You were within me, but I was outside, and 
it was there that I searched for you. In my unloveliness I 
plunged into the lovely things which you created. You were 
with me, but I was not with you. Created things kept me from 
you; yet if they had not been in you they would not have been 
at all. 

You called, you shouted, and you broke through my 
deafness. You flashed, you shone, and you dispelled my 
blindness. You breathed your fragrance on me; I drew in 
breath and now I pant for you. I have tasted you, now I 
hunger and thirst for more. You touched me, and I burned for 
your peace.
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The Prodigal Son

His Return 

Speech 

Father 

Compassion
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Compassion: Mark
Mark 1:41 Moved with pity, 
Jesus stretched out his hand 
and touched him, and said to 
him, “I do choose. Be made 
clean!”  

Mark 6:34 As he went ashore, 
he saw a great crowd; and he 
had compassion for them, 
because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd; and he 
began to teach them many 
things.  

Mark 8:2 “I have compassion 
for the crowd, because they 
have been with me now for 
three days and have nothing 
to eat.  

Mark 9:22 It has often cast 
him into the fire and into the 
water, to destroy him; but if 
you are able to do anything, 
have pity on us and help us.” 
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Compassion: Matthew
Matt. 9:36 When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion for them, 
because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd.  

Matt. 14:14 When he went ashore, 
he saw a great crowd; and he had 
compassion for them and cured 
their sick.  

Matt. 15:32   Then Jesus called his 
disciples to him and said, “I have 
compassion for the crowd, because 
they have been with me now for 
three days and have nothing to eat;  

and I do not want to send them 
away hungry, for they might faint on 
the way.”  

Matt. 18:27 And out of pity for him, 
the lord of that slave released him 
and forgave him the debt.  

Matt. 20:34 Moved with 
compassion, Jesus touched their 
eyes. Immediately they regained 
their sight and followed him. 
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Compassion: Luke
Luke 1:78  By the tender 
mercy of our God, the dawn 
from on high will break 
upon us,  

Luke 7:13 When the Lord 
saw her, he had 
compassion for her and 
said to her, “Do not weep.”  

Luke 10:33 But a Samaritan 
while traveling came near 
him; and when he saw him, 
he was moved with pity.  

Luke 15:20 So he set off 
and went to his father. But 
while he was still far off, his 
father saw him and was 
filled with compassion; he 
ran and put his arms 
around him and kissed him. 
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Often I have asked friends to give me
their first impression of Rembrandt’s
Prodigal Son. Inevitably, they point
to the wise old man who forgives his
son: the benevolent patriarch.

The longer I look at ‘the patriarch’,
the clearer it becomes to me that
Rembrandt has done something
quite different from letting God pose
as the wise old head of a family. It all
began with the hands. The two are
quite different. The father’s left hand
touching the son’s shoulder is strong
and muscular. The fingers are spread
out and cover a large part of the
prodigal son’s shoulder and back. I
can see a certain pressure, especially
in the thumb. That hand seems not
only to touch, but, with its strength,
also to hold. Even though there is a
gentleness in the way the father’s left
hand touches his son, it is not
without a firm grip.
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their first impression of Rembrandt’s
Prodigal Son. Inevitably, they point
to the wise old man who forgives his
son: the benevolent patriarch.

The longer I look at ‘the patriarch’,
the clearer it becomes to me that
Rembrandt has done something
quite different from letting God pose
as the wise old head of a family. It all
began with the hands. The two are
quite different. The father’s left hand
touching the son’s shoulder is strong
and muscular. The fingers are spread
out and cover a large part of the
prodigal son’s shoulder and back. I
can see a certain pressure, especially
in the thumb. That hand seems not
only to touch, but, with its strength,
also to hold. Even though there is a
gentleness in the way the father’s left
hand touches his son, it is not
without a firm grip.

How different is the father’s right hand!
This hand does not hold or grasp. It is
refined, soft, and very tender. The
fingers are close to each other and they
have an elegant quality. It lies gently
upon the son's shoulder. It wants to
caress, to stroke, and to offer consolation
and comfort. It is a mother’s hand....

As soon as I recognized the difference
between the two hands of the father, a
new world of meaning opened up for me.
The Father is not simply a great
patriarch. He is mother as well as father.
He touches the son with a masculine
hand and a feminine hand. He holds,
and she caresses. He confirms and she
consoles. He is , indeed, God, in whom
both manhood and womanhood,
fatherhood and motherhood, are fully
present. That gentle and caressing right
hand echoes for me the words of the
prophet Isaiah: "Can a woman forget her
baby at the breast, feel no pity for the
child she has borne? Even if these were
to forget, I shall not forget you. Look, I
have engraved you on the palms of my
hands."
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The Prodigal Son

His Restoration 

Ring 

Sandals 

Feast
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The Prodigal Son
The other brother 

His complaint 

His disowning of his 
brother 

Luke 15:1-2 

The open ending

17

http://www.tarsus.ie


www.tarsus.ie

The Prodigal Son
Notice the family resemblance of the brothers 

The younger son returns as a slave (abject 
guilt) 

Older son behaves like a slave (servile loyalty) 

The Father rejects both ways of “being family” 

Guilt and servility in Christian practice 

Love and compassion are the real foundations
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The Prodigal Son Today
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The Prodigal Son Today

In our family life? 

In our church life? 

As a society?
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Prayer
UNDAUNTED, you seek the lost, O God, 
exultant, you bring home the found. 

Touch our hearts with grateful wonder 
at the tenderness of your forbearing love. 

Grant us delight in the mercy that has found us 
and bring all to rejoice at the feast of 

forgiveness.
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Reflection
1. There are three figures in the story of the Prodigal Son. The father is a 

symbol of an unconditional love. Perhaps you can recall someone 
showing love to you in a way that showed great forgiveness and 
acceptance. Have there been times when you have also loved in this 
way? 

2. You may be able to identify with the younger son at different stages of 
his journey. Be sure to follow it to the point where it becomes a good 
news story for you – when you “came to yourself”. Where and when 
have you experienced a homecoming after a time of exile and 
alienation. 

3. Do not neglect the older son. In contrast to his father he was very 
judgemental towards his younger brother. Perhaps you have 
experienced these attitudes in others towards you, or in yourself 
towards others. What were they like for you? Where was there life for 
you, or for others?
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