
God’s first chosen people: 
Their story and ours

Old Testament 6 
The Prophets

Deacons Knock



Detailed Programme

1. The Old Testament in our faith and worship

2. The use of the Old Testament in the readings

3. The Torah / Pentateuch

4. A literary history of the Bible / Israel

5. Praying the Psalms

6. Justice: the prophetic voice



Sequence
Experience:  prophets today/ names / passages / questions / 

Prophet: word / call / ministry / books 

Prophets from the Hebrew Bible

Justice: Amos

Exile: Jeremiah

Return: Second Isaiah

Reading the Prophets

Jesus as a prophet in Luke’s Gospel 
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Experience

Prophets in our day

Names?

Passages?

Questions

The church established by Jesus “was to be a community of brothers and sisters, free of all 
domination”, he said. Jesus warned against “replicating the relationships of power that existed 
in the wider society”.

“Whatever little theology I have, I learnt from homeless people,” he said. Listening to them 
had “changed my understanding of who God is and what God wants”.

He said the wealth, power and status of the church, and its “fear of losing them”, may have 
filtered “understanding of the message of Jesus”. Such fear was seen recently in the church 
authorities’ response to child sexual abuse.
He recalled that “for the religious authorities at the time of Jesus, God was a God of the law” 
and that “the church, too, has often proclaimed a God of the law”. 
It meant “anyone, like Jesus, dissident priests, organisations like the ACP who challenge this 
understanding of God, is seen therefore as a threat . . . to be got rid of”.

“Jesus . . . was just ‘the carpenter’s son,’ one of the laity no less” who “was moved by the 
suffering of his people. And Jesus proclaimed a different God, a God of compassion”.



Experience

Prophets in our day

Names?

Passages?

Questions



Experience

Prophets in our day

Names?

Passages?

Questions



Experience

Prophets in our day

Names?

Passages?

Questions



Quotes
A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will 
put within you; and I will remove from your body 
the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 
(Ezekiel 36:26)

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Look, the young woman is with child and shall 
bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.  (Isaiah 
7:14–15)

I hate, I scorn your festivals, I take no pleasure in 
your solemn assemblies. your oblations, I do not 
accept them and I do not look at your communion 
sacrifices of fat cattle. Spare me the din of your 
chanting, let me hear none of your strumming on 
lyres, let justice flow like water, and uprightness 
like a never-failing stream!  (Amos 5:21–25)

Blow the horn in Gibeah, the trumpet in Ramah. 
Sound the alarm at Beth-aven; look behind you, 
Benjamin! Ephraim shall become a desolation in 
the day of punishment; among the tribes of Israel I 
declare what is sure. The princes of Judah have 
become like those who remove the landmark; on 
them I will pour out my wrath like water.  (Hosea 
5:8–10)

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what 
does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and 
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God? (Micah 6:8)



Prophet Gestures

Hosea marries a prostitute                        - Hosea 1-3
Isaiah gives symbolic names to his children - Is 7:3; 8:14
Jeremiah: the almond tree and the pot - Jer :1:11-14
Jeremiah: the waistcloth hidden by the Euphrates -Jer 13:1-11
Jeremiah: the potter - Jer 18:1-12
Jeremiah: the jug - Jer 19
Jeremiah: the figs - Jer 24
Jeremiah: the yoke - Jer 27-28
Jeremiah: buying the field - Jer 32
Ezekiel makes a model of Jerusalem - Ezek 4:1-3
Ezekiel: the rationed food - Ezek 4:9-19
Ezekiel: the hair - Ezek 5
Ezekiel with the exile’s baggage - Ezek 12:1-16
Ezekiel’s “non-bereavement” - Ezek 24:15-27























Prophets



What is a prophet?

“Prophet” - speak on behalf of

Nabi - someone who tells forth not foretells!

Samuel, Elijah, Elisha - eventually Moses, Abraham

Miriam (Exod 15:20), Deborah (Judg 4:4), Isaiah’s 
anonymous wife (Isa 8:3), Huldah (2 Kgs 22:14), and 
Noadiah (Neh 6:14).

Also: “our” writing prophets



What is a prophet?
Prophets emerge at critical moments

Royal system v. the prophetic system

Royal system: reassurance (power, taxes, soldiers)

Prophetic system: unconventional wisdom (freedom of 
thought, integrity, truth-telling)

Prophets are called to ministry

Prophets use speech and gesture
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Amos
First writing prophet

From Tekoa (near Bethlehem)

Had a secular career

7: 14 “not a prophet; not (even) a son of a prophet.” 

The reigns of Jeroboam II (786–746 BCE) in Israel and 
Uzziah (783–742) in Judah.

Great economic growth plus exploitation / injustice
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Amos
First writing prophet

From Tekoa (near Bethlehem)

Had a secular career

7: 14 “not a prophet; not (even) a son of a prophet.” 

The reigns of Jeroboam II (786–746 BCE) in Israel and 
Uzziah (783–742) in Judah.

Great economic growth plus exploitation / injustice



Amos
a. The growth of urban centres. 

b. Militarisation. 

c. Extraction of surplus. 

d. Life-style of the upper class

e. Trade and commerce. 

f. Market condition. 

g. Indebtedness of the peasants. 

h. Role of the creditors. 

i. Role of judicial courts. 



Amos
Amos 1:1   The words of Amos, who was 
among the shepherds of Tekoa, which he 
saw concerning Israel in the days of King 
Uzziah of Judah and in the days of King 
Jeroboam son of Joash of Israel, two years 
before the earthquake. 

2 And he said:
The Lord roars from Zion,

and utters his voice from 
Jerusalem;

the pastures of the shepherds wither,
and the top of Carmel dries up.

  
Amos 1:3    Thus says the Lord:

For three transgressions of Damascus,

and for four, I will not revoke the 
punishment;

because they have threshed Gilead
with threshing sledges of iron. 

Amos 1:4   So I will send a fire on the house 
of Hazael,and it shall devour the 
strongholds of Ben-hadad. 

Amos 1:5   I will break the gate bars of 
Damascus, and cut off the inhabitants from 
the Valley of Aven, and the one who holds 
the scepter from Beth-eden;  and the people 
of Aram shall go into exile to Kir, says the 
Lord.



Amos
Amos 4:1    Hear this word, you 
cows of Bashan who are on Mount 
Samaria,  who oppress the poor, who 
crush the needy,  who say to their 
husbands, “Bring something to drink!” 

2 The Lord God has sworn by his 
holiness: The time is surely coming 
upon you, when they shall take you 
away with hooks, even the last of you 
with fishhooks. 

3 Through breaches in the wall you 
shall leave, each one straight ahead;
 and you shall be flung out into 
Harmon, says the Lord.  

4 Come to Bethel—and transgress;  
to Gilgal—and multiply transgression 
bring your sacrifices every morning, 
your tithes every three days; 
5 bring a thank-offering of leavened 
bread, and proclaim freewill offerings, 
publish them;  for so you love to do, O 
people of Israel! says the Lord God.



Amos
Amos 5:21    I hate, I despise 
your festivals,  and I take no 
delight in your solemn 
assemblies. 
22 Even though you offer me 
your burnt offerings and grain 
offerings, I will not accept 
them; and the offerings of 
well-being of your fatted 
animals I will not look upon. 

23 Take away from me the 
noise of your songs; I will not 
listen to the melody of your 
harps.  24 But let justice roll 
down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream.
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Jeremiah



Jeremiah

Longest prophetic book.

Full of haunting imagery and palpable emotion

A re-enactment of the break down of the Temple, 
covenant arrangements, ancestral land claims, election 
traditions, power structures. 

A spirituality / theology of suffering, purification, hope 
and renewal



Jeremiah

Wrote before and after the Great Exile

Experienced the Exile himself

Eventually he died in Egypt

Two parts of the book: 

❖ Jer 1-25: the destruction of Israel - despair

❖ Jer 26-52: the restoration of Israel - hope



Jeremiah



Jeremiah
Jer 1:1   The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, of the 
priests who were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin,  2 
to whom the word of the Lord came in the days of King 
Josiah son of Amon of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his 
reign.  3 It came also in the days of King Jehoiakim son of 
Josiah of Judah, and until the end of the eleventh year of 
King Zedekiah son of Josiah of Judah, until the captivity of 
Jerusalem in the fifth month. 



Jeremiah
Jer 1:4   Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 

5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,

and before you were born I consecrated you;

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.”  7 
But the Lord said to me,

“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;

for you shall go to all to whom I send you,

and you shall speak whatever I command you, 

8 Do not be afraid of them,

for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” 



Jeremiah
9 Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; 
and the Lord said to me,

“Now I have put my words in your mouth. 

10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,

to pluck up and to pull down,

to destroy and to overthrow,

to build and to plant.” ” 



Jeremiah
Jer 3:1    If a man divorces his wife

and she goes from him

and becomes another man’s wife,

will he return to her?

Would not such a land be greatly polluted?

You have played the whore with many lovers;

and would you return to me? says the Lord. 



Jeremiah
Jer 3:2 Look up to the bare heights, and see!

Where have you not been lain with?

By the waysides you have sat waiting for lovers,

like a nomad in the wilderness.

You have polluted the land

with your whoring and wickedness. 

but you have done all the evil that you could. 



Jeremiah
3 Therefore the showers have been withheld,

and the spring rain has not come;

yet you have the forehead of a whore,

you refuse to be ashamed. 

4 Have you not just now called to me,

“My Father, you are the friend of my youth— 

5 will he be angry forever,

will he be indignant to the end?”

This is how you have spoken,

but you have done all the evil that you could. 



Jeremiah
Jer 29:4 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles 
whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:  5 Build houses 
and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce.  6 Take 
wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give 
your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; 
multiply there, and do not decrease.  7 But seek the welfare of the city 
where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for 
in its welfare you will find your welfare.  8 For thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let the prophets and the diviners who 
are among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they 
dream,  9 for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you in my name; I 
did not send them, says the Lord.  



Jeremiah
Jer 33:14   The days are surely coming, says the Lord, 
when I will fulfil the promise I made to the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah.  15 In those days and at that time I 
will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and 
he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  16 
In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live 
in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: 
“The Lord is our righteousness.” 



Jeremiah
Jer 46:27    But as for you, have no fear, my servant 
Jacob,

and do not be dismayed, O Israel;

for I am going to save you from far away,

and your offspring from the land of their captivity.

Jacob shall return and have quiet and ease,

and no one shall make him afraid. 



Jeremiah
Jer 46:28 As for you, have no fear, my servant Jacob, 

says the Lord,

for I am with you.

I will make an end of all the nations

among which I have banished you,

but I will not make an end of you!

I will chastise you in just measure,

and I will by no means leave you unpunished. 



Second Isaiah



Second Isaiah



Second Isaiah
Isaiah has 66 chapters

These seem to reflect different times

Isaiah “of Jerusalem” - 8th century BC prophet

Second Isaiah - written just before the Exile ended

Third Isaiah - written after the return

Each Isaiah was a religious genius and a great poet

Nevertheless, the book does “hang together”



Isaiah
Isa 6:1    In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 
high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple.  2 Seraphs were in 
attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, 
and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew.  3 And one 
called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the 
house filled with smoke.  5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen 
the King, the Lord of hosts!” 



Isaiah
Isa 25:6    On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

7 And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death forever. 

8 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken. 

9 It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

10 For the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain.



Second Isaiah
Isaiah 40-55

Cyrus of Persia is mentioned in Isa 44:28–45:1; 45:13

A message of consolation and hope

It also contains the mysterious “Suffering Servant Songs”

❖ First servant passage (Isa 42: 1- 4) 

❖ Second servant passage (Isa 49: 1- 6) 

❖ Third servant passage (Isa 50: 4- 9) 

❖ Fourth servant passage (Isa 52: 13 – 53: 12)



Second Isaiah



Second Isaiah
Isa 40:6    A voice says, “Cry out!”

And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,

their constancy is like the flower 
of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades,

when the breath of the Lord 
blows upon it;

surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades;

but the word of our God will 
stand forever. 
9 Get you up to a high mountain,

O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,

O Jerusalem, herald of good 
tidings,

lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,

“Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Lord God comes with might,

and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,

and his recompense before him. 
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd;

he will gather the lambs in his 
arms,

and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.



Second Isaiah
Isa 41:25    I stirred up one from the north, and he has come,

from the rising of the sun he was summoned by name.
He shall trample on rulers as on mortar,

as the potter treads clay. 
26 Who declared it from the beginning, so that we might know,

and beforehand, so that we might say, “He is right”?
There was no one who declared it, none who proclaimed,

none who heard your words. 
27 I first have declared it to Zion,

and I give to Jerusalem a herald of good tidings. 
28 But when I look there is no one;

among these there is no counselor
who, when I ask, gives an answer. 

29 No, they are all a delusion;
their works are nothing;
their images are empty wind.



Second Isaiah
Isa 52:7    How beautiful upon the mountains

are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,

who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;

for in plain sight they see
the return of the Lord to Zion. 

9 Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;

for the Lord has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

10 The Lord has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;

and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.



Second Isaiah
Isa 54:4    Do not fear, for you will not be ashamed;

do not be discouraged, for you will not suffer disgrace;
for you will forget the shame of your youth,

and the disgrace of your widowhood you will remember no more. 
5 For your Maker is your husband,

the Lord of hosts is his name;
the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer,

the God of the whole earth he is called. 
6 For the Lord has called you

like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit,
like the wife of a man’s youth when she is cast off,

says your God. 
7 For a brief moment I abandoned you,

but with great compassion I will gather you. 
8 In overflowing wrath for a moment

I hid my face from you,
but with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,

says the Lord, your Redeemer.



Second Isaiah
Isa 55:10    For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,

and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;

it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,

and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
  
Isa 55:12    For you shall go out in joy,

and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you

shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;

and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.



First Isaiah in the NT



First Isaiah in the NT
Isa 1:9 As Sodom and Gomorrah (Rom 9:29) 

Isa 6:9 Closed eyes and ears (Mt 13:14, Mk 4:12, Lk 
8:10, Jn 12:39, Acts 28:25) 

Isa 7:14 Virgin with child (Mt 1:23) 

Isa 8:12 Do not be in fear (1Pet 3:14) 

Isa 8:14 Stone of stumbling (1Pet 2:8, Rom 9:33) 

Isa 8:17-18 The children God has given me (Heb 2:13) 

Isa 9:1 A light in darkness (Mt 4:15) 

Isa 9:6 A child shall be born (Mt 1:23) 

Isa 10:22 Remnant shall be saved (Rom 9:27) 

Isa 11:5 A belt girding the loins (Eph 6:14) 

Isa 11:10 The Root of Jesse (Rom 15:12) 

Isa 22:13 Tomorrow we may die (1Cor 15:32) 

Isa 22:22 The key of David (Rev 3:7) 

Isa 25:8 Death swallowed up (1Cor 15:54) 

Isa 27:9 When I forgive their sins (Rom 11:26) 

Isa 28:11 Speak in strange tongues (1Cor 14:21) 

Isa 28:16 Precious corner stone (1Pet 2:6, Rom 9:33) 

Isa 28:16 Believers not disappointed (Rom 9:33, 10:11) 

Isa 29:10 A spirit of stupor (Rom 11:8) 

Isa 29:13 They worship in vain (Mt 15:7, Mk 7:6) 

Isa 29:14 The wisdom of the wise (1Cor 1:19) 

Isa 29:16 Potter and the clay (Rom 9:19-21) 

Isa 40:3 Voice in wilderness (Mt 3:3, Mk 1:2, Lk 3:4, Jn 
1:23)



Second Isaiah in the NT



Second Isaiah in the NT
Isa 40:6 God's word abides forever (1Pet 1:25) 

Isa 40:13 The mind of the LORD (Rom 11:34) 

Isa 42:1 Behold My Servant (Mt 12:18) 

Isa 42:4 Hope for Gentiles (Rom 15:12) 

Isa 42:6 A light for the Gentiles (Lk 2:32) 

Isa 45:23 Every knee shall bow (Rom 14:11) 

Isa 49:6 A light for the Gentiles (Lk 2:32, Acts 
13:47) 

Isa 49:8 Acceptable time, day of salvation (2Cor 
6:2) 

Isa 52:5 Blasphemy among Gentiles (Rom 2:24) 

Isa 52:7 How beautiful the feet (Rom 10:15) 

Isa 52:11 Come out from among them (2Cor 6:17) 

Isa 52:15 They shall understand (Rom 15:21) 

Isa 53:1 Who has believed our report? (Jn 12:38, 
Rom 10:16) 

Isa 53:4 Carried our diseases (Mt 8:17) 

Isa 53:5 By his stripes you were healed (1Pet 2:24) 

Isa 53:7 A lamb to the slaughter (Acts 8:32) 

Isa 53:9 He committed no sin (1Pet 2:22) 

Isa 53:12 Numbered with transgressors (Mk 15:28, 
Lk 22:37) 

Isa 54:1 Rejoice barren woman (Gal 4:27) 

Isa 54:13 All be taught of God (Jn 6:45) 

Isa 55:3 The sure mercies of David (Acts 13:34) 



Third Isaiah in the NT



Third Isaiah in the NT
Isa 56:7 A house of prayer (Mt 21:13, Mk 11:17, Lk 19:46) 

Isa 59:7-8 Feet swift to shed blood (Rom 3:15-17) 

Isa 59:17 Breastplate and helmet (Eph 6:14-17) 

Isa 59:20 Deliverer from Zion (Rom 11:26) 

Isa 61:1 He anointed me to preach (Lk 4:17) 

Isa 64:4 Eye has not seen (1Cor 2:9) 

Isa 65:1 Found by those who sought me not (Rom 10:20) 

Isa 65:2 Disobedient and obstinate people (Rom 10:21) 

Isa 66:1 Heaven is my throne (Acts 7:48) 

Isa 66:24 Fire is not quenched (Mk 9:48)



Prophets in Advent



Prophets in Advent
Advent Sunday First Reading

Advent 1A Isaiah 2:1-5
Advent 2A Isaiah 11:1-10
Advent 3A Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10
Advent 4A Isaiah 7:10-14
Advent 1B Isaiah 63:16b-17, 64:1, 3-8
 Advent 2B Isa 40:1-5, 9-11
 Advent 3B Isa 61:1-2a, 10-11
Advent 4B 2 Sam 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
Advent 1C Jer 33:14-16
Advent 2C Bar 5:1-9
Advent 3C Zeph 3:14-18a
Advent 4C Mic 5:2-5a



Reading the Prophets
NB slow reading

Remember: nearly all poetry (parallelism, images)

Suggested start: Amos and Micah (short)

Move on to Second Isaiah (Is 40-55 - for Advent)

Then perhaps Third Isaiah (55-66)

Do use the Introductions to each book, in your bible and keep 
an eye on the Notes.



Jesus as prophet in Luke

The birth of Jesus

Synagogue in Nazareth (Luke 4)

A great prophet has arisen (Luke 7)

Jesus’ destiny in the prophets (Luke 18 and 24)

NB Jesus’ death as a prophet-martyr (Stephen)



Jesus: Prophetic Gestures
The Baptism by John

The Call of the Twelve

Open Table Fellowship

The Healings and 
Exorcisms

Taking of a Little Child

The Entry into Jerusalem

The cursing of the fig 
tree

The Temple Action

The Last Supper
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Jesus as Prophet in Luke

NB “Open Table Fellowship”

Scripture Meal Participants

5:27-32 Banquet at Levi’s house Tax collectors and sinners

7:36-50 Dinner at Simon’s house Pharisees, guests and sinful woman

9:10-17 Feeding the 5,000 Disciples and crowds

10:38-42* Mary and Martha receive Jesus Mary and Martha

11:37-52* Dinner at a Pharisee’s house Pharisees and lawyers

14:1-24* Sabbath meal at a Pharisee’s house Pharisees, lawyers and guests

19:1-10* Hospitality at the home of Zacchaeus Zacchaeus

22:14-28 The Last Supper The Apostles

24:28-32* Breaking bread at Emmaus Two disciples



Jesus as Prophet in Luke

NB “Open Table Fellowship”

Scripture Meal Participants

5:27-32 Banquet at Levi’s house Tax collectors and sinners

7:36-50 Dinner at Simon’s house Pharisees, guests and sinful woman

9:10-17 Feeding the 5,000 Disciples and crowds

10:38-42* Mary and Martha receive Jesus Mary and Martha

11:37-52* Dinner at a Pharisee’s house Pharisees and lawyers

14:1-24* Sabbath meal at a Pharisee’s house Pharisees, lawyers and guests

19:1-10* Hospitality at the home of Zacchaeus Zacchaeus

22:14-28 The Last Supper The Apostles

24:28-32* Breaking bread at Emmaus Two disciples

24:36-43* The risen Jesus eats food The Eleven



Summary
Experience:  prophets today/ names / passages / questions / 

Prophet: word / call / ministry / books 

Prophets from the Hebrew Bible

Justice: Amos

Exile: Jeremiah

Return: Second Isaiah

Reading the Prophets

Jesus as a prophet in Luke’s Gospel 


