27 February- 2 March 2012 

Notes on the weekday readings

Monday 27 February
Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18

If ever you were tempted to think the Old Testament is about the eternals of religion, this reading will put you straight! It goes to the very heart of why and how to live a good life. 

Tuesday 28 February

Is 55:10-11

Nothing grows without water, as we know from springtime taking place all around us. Likewise, we believers need the word of God to irrigate our faith, as Isaiah reminds us. 
Wednesday 29 February

Jonah 3:1-10

Although Jonah is really a kind of comedy, this reading is offered “straight”, as an example of conversion. The wholeheartedness of the response is impressive – even the animals get stuck in!!
Thursday 1 March

Esther 14:1-7 (the reference in the Liturgical Calendar is incorrect)
The book of Esther is a short story, with several “messages”. Today’s passage is an example of deeply felt prayer of petition: Esther is in real trouble and so she prays.
Friday 2 March

Ezekiel 18:21-28

It may sound odd, but this reading responds to the question “What makes God happy?” To explore that, two ways are contrasted. Most likely, all of us have experience of both of these paths. 

Saturday 3 March

Deuteronomy 26:16-19

We often think the life of faith and prayer is somehow “our” project. Moses reminds us that it is God who initiated our relationship and, furthermore, that God him/herself has hopes and expectations for this relationship. 
