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WELCOME
✤ Lent: springtime of faith 

✤ Lent 2018 

✴ Exodus 20:1-17 

✴ Psalm 19 (18) 

✴ 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 

✴ John 2:13-25 

✤ And for today?



LENT 2018
Lent 1 Genesis 9 Noah Ps 24 1 Peter 3 Mark 1 Temptation

Lent 2 Genesis 22 Abraham Ps 115 Rom 8 Mark 9 Transfiguration

Lent 3 Exodus 29 Moses Ps 19 1 Cor 1 John 2 Temple

Lent 4 2 Chron 36 Exile Ps 137 Eph 2 John 3 Nicodemus

Lent 5 Jeremiah 31 New 
covenant Ps 51 Heb 5 John 12 Lifted up from 

the earth

Palm 
Sunday Isaiah 50:4-7 Suffering 

Servant Ps 22 Phil 
2:6-11

Mark 
14:1-15:47 Passion



THIS TIME…

✤ A challenge to see the thread across all 
three readings.  

✤ Focus first on the Gospel, the cleansing 
of the Temple. 

✤ Then the other two readings more 
briefly. 
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JOHN 2:13-25
John 2:13 Now the Jewish feast of 
Passover was near, so Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 

John 2:14    He found in the temple courts 
those who were selling oxen and sheep and 
doves, and the money changers sitting at 
tables. 15 So he made a whip of cords and 
drove them all out of the temple courts, 
with the sheep and the oxen. He scattered 
the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables. 16 To those who 
sold the doves he said, “Take these things 
away from here! Do not make my Father’s 
house a marketplace!” 17 His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for 
your house will devour me.” 

John 2:18   So then the Jewish leaders 
responded, “What sign can you show us, 
since you are doing these things?” 19 Jesus 
replied, “Destroy this temple and in three 

days I will raise it up again.” 20 Then the 
Jewish leaders said to him, “This temple has 
been under construction for forty-six years, 
and are you going to raise it up in three 
days?” 21 But Jesus was speaking about 
the temple of his body. 22 So after he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they 
believed the scripture and the saying that 
Jesus had spoken.  

John 2:23   Now while Jesus was in 
Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover, many 
people believed in his name because they 
saw the miraculous signs he was doing. 24 
But Jesus would not entrust himself to 
them, because he knew all people. 25 He 
did not need anyone to testify about man, 
for he knew what was in man.



JOHN’S GOSPEL

✤ Earliest manuscript: P52 (c. 90-150 or 125-175 or later). See also P66 
(c. 200).  

✤ Written perhaps during the reign of Domitian (81-96)  

✤ Written in Greek, but probably not in the author’s first language. 

✤ The profound knowledge of biblical traditions suggests the author 
was Jewish. 

✤ The writer is familiar with Synoptic traditions, perhaps even Mark’s 
Gospel.  

✤ The text underwent a series of revisions/redactions. E.g. chapter 21.



JOHN’S GOSPEL

✤ The Gospel was started in a context where Jewish traditions were 
understood. 

✤ It was completed in a context or for an audience where this was no 
longer the case.  

✤ Traditionally: Syria and Asia Minor (Western Turkey). 

✤ In reality: unknown — could just as well be Alexandria in Egypt.



JOHN’S GOSPEL

✤ Two large units (1-12 and 13-20), with a prologue (1:1-18) and an 
epilogue (21). 

✤ Reading requires constant reference to the Hebrew Bible. 

✤ Reading requires comparison with Synoptic traditions.  

✤ Reading requires reference across the whole text of the Gospel. 

✤ For each reading, it is important to interpret within the particular 
Gospel context.



LAYOUT OF THE READING
1. v.13    Frame 
2. vv. 14-17   Cleansing of the Temple 

vv. 14-15  Jesus’ action 
v. 16   Jesus’ saying 
v. 17   The disciples remember (a word of Scripture) 

3. vv. 18-22   Question about authority 
v. 18   Reaction of the Jews 
v. 19   Enigmatic saying of Jesus 
v. 20   Misunderstanding of the Jews 
v. 21   Comment by the Evangelist 
v. 22   Memory of the disciples 

4. vv.23-25   Concluding verses 
     Passover (vv. 13 and 23); signs (vv. 11, 18 and 23);   
     “faith” or “trust” (vv. 11, 23-24).  



1. PASSOVER

✤ John has 3 Passovers and 5 visits to Jerusalem.  

✤ From John 1:29 to 19:31-37, the “lens” of Passover is immensely 
significant in this Gospel (cf. 1 Cor 5:7).  

✤ Already in our text, Jesus’ death and resurrection are viewed unto 
the heading of the Passover.   



2. TEMPLE
✤ All ancient peoples offered sacrifices of various kinds and the 

Israelites were no exception. The clearest instruction is in the Book of 
Exodus 

‘You must make for me an altar made of earth, and you will sacrifice 
on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and 
your cattle. In every place where I cause my name to be honoured I 
will come to you and I will bless you. If you make me an altar of 
stone, you must not build it of stones shaped with tools, for if you 
use your tool on it you have defiled it. (Exod 20:24–25) 

✤ Hieron: the entire temple complex (John 2:14-15; 5:14; 7:14, 28; 
8:2, 20, 59; 10:23; 11:56; 18:20) 

✤ Naos: the temple building as such (x3 in John 2:19-21); in 1 Cor 
3:16-17 (naos = body)



3. TEMPLE DESTRUCTION
✤ Jesus aligned himself with John the Baptist, a critic of the Temple 

“system”.  

✤ The destruction of the Temple is foreseen in Mark 13 (the “Little 
Apocalypse”). 

✤ In Jewish tradition the date for the destruction is 9 Tisha B’Av in ad 
70; also the date of the destruction also of the First Temple (587 bc) 
and the final victory over Bar Kokhba’s revolt (ad 135). 

✤ The destruction deprived Judaism of the Temple, the sacrificial cult 
and the priesthood and it obliged a reorganisation of Judaism, often 
associated with rabbis at Jamnia.  

✤ The Christian sect also had to rethink, as we can see from Paul, the 
Synoptic Gospels, Hebrews, Apocalypse and John’s Gospel. 



4. WORSHIP IN JOHN 1-4

✤ For worship, see John 1:18; 2:21; 3:3; 4:19-26. Jesus’ death (Ps 69) 
and resurrection (v. 22) are also in the mind of the writer at this point. 

✤ The later “remembering” is the task of the Advocate/Paraclete (John 
14:26).  

✤ NB worship “on spirit and in truth”.  

✤ Jesus is now the “locus” of Christian worship.



5. PROPHETIC GESTURES

✤ OT widely found: Isaiah gives symbolic names to his children (Is 7:3; 
8:14); Jeremiah: the waist cloth hidden by the Euphrates (Jer 
13:1-11);  Ezekiel makes a model of Jerusalem (Ez 4:1-3). 

✤ NT also widely found: the calling of the Twelve, open table-
fellowship, the entry into Jerusalem, the Temple Action, the Last 
Supper.  

✤ Cf. the prophecy of Agabus (Acts 21:10-14) for a late example.  

✤ Temple action: most likely in the last week of Jesus’ life, following 
the entry into Jerusalem on a donkey.  

✤ In this Gospel, it is remarkably vigorous, not to say violent. 



6. TEMPLE SAYING
✤ Some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: “We heard 

him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with hands and in three 
days build another not made with hands.’” (Mark 14:57–58 = Mt 
26:61; Mk 15:29 = Mt 27:40; cf. Acts 6:41).  

✤ Jesus replied, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it 
up again.”  (John 2:19) 

✤ But now Christ has come as the high priest of the good things to 
come. He passed through the greater and more perfect tent not 
made with hands, that is, not of this creation, and he entered once 
for all into the most holy place not by the blood of goats and calves 
but by his own blood, and so he himself secured eternal 
redemption. (Heb 9:11–12)



7. AMBIGUITY OF SIGNS
✤ Jesus replied, “I tell you the solemn truth, you are looking for me not 

because you saw miraculous signs, but because you ate all the 
loaves of bread you wanted.  (John 6:26) 

✤ Signs: John 2:11, 18, 23; 3:2; 4:48, 54; 6:2, 14, 26, 30; 7:31; 9:16; 
10:41; 11:47; 12:18, 37; 20:30.  

✤ Now while Jesus was in Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover, many 
people believed (episteusan) in his name because they saw the 
miraculous signs he was doing. But Jesus would not entrust 
(episteuen) himself to them, because he knew all people.  (John 
2:23–24) 

✤ To believe (pisteuō): 98 (!) occurrences, always as a verb. The noun 
faith never occurs.  The adjective appears in 20:27 (pistos and 
apistos)



COMMENTARY
John 2:13 Now the Jewish feast of 
Passover was near, so Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 

John 2:14    He found in the temple courts 
(hieron) those who were selling oxen and 
sheep and doves, and the money changers 
sitting at tables. 15 So he made a whip of 
cords and drove them all out of the temple 
courts (hieron), with the sheep and the 
oxen. He scattered the coins of the money 
changers and overturned their tables.  

16 To those who sold the doves he said, 
“Take these things away from here! Do not 
make my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17 
His disciples remembered that it was 
written, “Zeal for your house will devour me.” 

John 2:18   So then the Jewish leaders 
responded, “What sign can you show us, 
since you are doing these things?” 19 Jesus 

replied, “Destroy this temple (naos) and in 
three days I will raise it up again.” 20 Then 
the Jewish leaders said to him, “This temple 
(naos) has been under construction for forty-
six years, and are you going to raise it up in 
three days?” 21 But Jesus was speaking 
about the temple (naos) of his body. 22 So 
after he was raised from the dead, his 
disciples remembered that he had said this, 
and they believed the scripture and the 
saying that Jesus had spoken.  

John 2:23   Now while Jesus was in 
Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover, 
many people believed in his name because 
they saw the miraculous signs he was doing. 
24 But Jesus would not entrust himself to 
them, because he knew all people. 25 He 
did not need anyone to testify about man, 
for he knew what was in man.



WHY HERE IN JOHN’S GOSPEL?
✤ After the Wedding feast of Cana (marriage covenant: John 2:1-11) 

Jesus did this as the first of his miraculous signs, in Cana of Galilee. 
In this way he revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him. 
(John 2:11) 

✤ Before Nicodemus (rebirth: John 3:1-15) 
Jesus replied, “I tell you the solemn truth, unless a person is born 
from above, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  (John 3:3) 

✤ Before John the Baptist (faith: John 3:16-36) 
The one who believes in the Son has eternal life. (John 3:36) 

✤ Before the Woman at the well (true worship: John 4:1-42) 
But a time is coming—and now is here–when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such 
people to be his worshipers. God is spirit, and the people who 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”  (John 4:23–24)



EXODUS 20:1-17
Exod 20:1    God spoke all these 
words: 2   “I, the LORD, am your 
God, who brought you from the 
land of Egypt, from the house of 
slavery. 3   “You shall have no other 
gods before me. 
4   “You shall not make for yourself a 
carved image or any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above or 
that is on the earth beneath or that 
is in the water below. 5 You shall not 
bow down to them or serve them, 
for I, the Lord, your God, am a 
jealous God, responding to the 
transgression of fathers by dealing 
with children to the third and fourth 
generations of those who reject me, 
6 and showing covenant 

faithfulness to a thousand 
generations of those who love me 
and keep my commandments.  

Exod 20:7   “You shall not take the 
name of the Lord your God in vain, 
for the Lord will not hold guiltless 
anyone who takes his name in vain.



EXODUS 20:1-17
Exod 20:8 “Remember the Sabbath 
day to set it apart as holy. 9 For six 
days you may labor and do all your 
work, 10 but the seventh day is a 
Sabbath to the Lord your God; on it 
you shall not do any work, you, or 
your son, or your daughter, or your 
male servant, or your female 
servant, or your cattle, or the 
resident foreigner who is in your 
gates. 11 For in six days the Lord 
made the heavens and the earth 
and the sea and all that is in them, 
and he rested on the seventh day; 
therefore the Lord blessed the 
Sabbath day and set it apart as holy.  

Exod 20:12   “Honour your father 
and your mother, that you may live a 
long time in the land the Lord your 
God is giving to you. 13   “You shall 
not murder. 14   “You shall not 
commit adultery. 15   “You shall not 
steal. 16   “You shall not give false 
testimony against your neighbour. 
17   “You shall not covet your 
neighbour’s house. You shall not 
covet your neighbour’s wife, nor his 
male servant, nor his female servant, 
nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor 
anything that belongs to your 
neighbour.” 



EXODUS 20:1-17
✤ The first reading takes the biblical story forward to Moses and the 

Ten Commandments.  

✤ Context: the covenant on Mt Sinai 

✤ Context: the instructions for sacrifice follow (Ex 20: 22-16) 

✤ These ten “signposts for freedom” are presented to keep us in a 
living relationship with God in our daily lives. 

✤ Foundation blocks for human rights and law.    

✤ On their own (as Paul frequently acknowledges) rules don’t 
necessarily help, because, while pointing out the wrong, they offer 
no special help in actually doing good.  
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The LORD said to Moses: Thus you shall say to the 
Israelites: “You have seen for yourselves that I spoke with 
you from heaven. You shall not make gods of silver 
alongside me, nor shall you make for yourselves gods of 
gold. You need make for me only an altar of earth 
and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your 
offerings of well-being, your sheep and your oxen; 
in every place where I cause my name to be 
remembered I will come to you and bless you. But if 
you make for me an altar of stone, do not build it of hewn 
stones; for if you use a chisel upon it you profane it. You 
shall not go up by steps to my altar, so that your 
nakedness may not be exposed on it.”  (Exod 20:22–26)
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PSALM 19 (18)
You have the message of eternal life, O Lord 

7  The law of the Lord is perfect 
 and preserves one’s life. (1) 
 The rules set down by the Lord are reliable 
 and impart wisdom to the inexperienced. (2) 

8  The Lord’s precepts are fair 
 and make one joyful. (3) 
 The Lord’s commands are pure 
 and give insight for life. (4) 

9  The commands to fear the Lord are right 
 and endure forever. (5) 
 The judgments given by the Lord are trustworthy 
 and absolutely just. (6) 

10  They are of greater value than gold, 
 than even a great amount of pure gold; 
 they bring greater delight than honey, 
 than even the sweetest honey from a honeycomb. 



1COR 1:18-25 (NET EXPANDED)
1 Cor 1:18   For the message about 
the cross is foolishness to those who 
are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 
19 For it is written, “I will destroy 
the wisdom of the wise, and I will 
thwart the cleverness of the 
intelligent.” 20 Where is the wise 
man? Where is the expert in the 
Mosaic law? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has God not made the 
wisdom of the world foolish? 21 For 
since in the wisdom of God the 
world by its wisdom did not know 
God, God was pleased to save 
those who believe by the 
foolishness of preaching.  

22 For Jews demand 
miraculous signs and Greeks 
ask for wisdom, 23 but we 
preach about a crucified 
Christ, a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles. 24 But to those who 
are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ is the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 
25 For the foolishness of God 
is wiser than human wisdom, 
and the weakness of God is 
stronger than human 
strength. 



1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-25

✤ Context in Corinth 

✴ Factions: Paul, Apollos, Cephas, Christ (!) 

✴ Attraction to brilliant speakers. 

✴ Paul’s own inability as a public speaker. 

✴ Attraction to the faith without taking account of the 
immense paradox cross — challenging all 
“rationality” and reasonableness. 
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Acts 18:24   Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of 
Alexandria, arrived in Ephesus. He was an eloquent speaker, 
well-versed in the scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the 
way of the Lord, and with great enthusiasm he spoke and 
taught accurately the facts about Jesus, although he knew only 
the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak out fearlessly in 
the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they 
took him aside and explained the way of God to him more 
accurately. 27 When Apollos wanted to cross over to Achaia, 
the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to 
welcome him. When he arrived, he assisted greatly those who 
had believed by grace, 28 for he refuted the Jews vigorously in 
public debate, demonstrating from the scriptures that the 
Christ was Jesus.
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1COR 1:18-25 (RELATED PASSAGES)
1 Cor 3:18   Guard against 
self-deception, each of you. 
If someone among you 
thinks he is wise in this age, 
let him become foolish so 
that he can become wise. 
19 For the wisdom of this 
age is foolishness with 
God. As it is written, “He 
catches the wise in their 
craftiness.” 20 And again, 
“The Lord knows that the 
thoughts of the wise are 
futile.”  

21 So then, no more 
boasting about mere 
mortals! For everything 
belongs to you, 22 whether 
Paul or Apollos or Cephas 
or the world or life or death 
or the present or the future. 
Everything belongs to you, 
23 and you belong to 
Christ, and Christ belongs 
to God. 



1COR 1:18-25 (RELATED PASSAGES)
2 Cor 12:9 But he said to 
me, “My grace is enough 
for you, for my power is 
made perfect in 
weakness.” So then, I will 
boast most gladly about 
my weaknesses, so that 
the power of Christ may 
reside in me. 10 
Therefore I am content 
with weaknesses, with 
insults, with troubles, with 
persecutions and 

difficulties for the sake of 
Christ, for whenever I am 
weak, then I am strong. 

Gal 5:11 Now, brothers 
and sisters, if I am still 
preaching circumcision, 
why am I still being 
persecuted? In that case 
the offence of the cross 
has been removed.



AND SO…

✤ Exodus: how to stay in relationship with God. 

✤ 1 Corinthians: in paradox of the cross, a very different 
relationship with God is put in place. 

✤ John 2: the “locus”of our relationship with God is now 
Christ — the way , the truth and the life. 



A PRAYER
Holy God, the folly of the cross mocks our human 
wisdom and the weakness of the crucified puts 
worldly power to shame.  

Banish from our hearts every pretence of might 
and knowledge, that, by the power flowing from 
Christ’s resurrection, your people may be raised 
up from the death of sin and fashioned into a 
living temple of your glory.  

Grant this through Christ, our liberator from sin, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, holy and mighty God for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


