
Lent 2018 (4)

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD



WELCOME
✤ Lent: springtime of faith 

✤ Lent 2018 

✴ 2 Chronicles 36:14-16,19-23 

✴ Psalm 137 (136):1-6 

✴ Ephesians 2:4-10 

✴ John 3:14-21 

✤ And for today?



LENT 2018
Lent 1 Genesis 9 Noah Ps 24 1 Peter 3 Mark 1 Temptation

Lent 2 Genesis 22 Abraham Ps 115 Rom 8 Mark 9 Transfiguration

Lent 3 Exodus 29 Moses Ps 19 1 Cor 1 John 2 Temple

Lent 4 2 Chron 36 Exile Ps 137 Eph 2 John 3 God so loved

Lent 5 Jeremiah 31 New 
covenant Ps 51 Heb 5 John 12 Lifted up from 

the earth

Palm 
Sunday Isaiah 50:4-7 Suffering 

Servant Ps 22 Phil 
2:6-11

Mark 
14:1-15:47 Passion



THIS TIME…

✤ Briefly look at the first two readings 

✤ Spend the major time on John 3, which 
is a key to understanding “salvation” in 
the Fourth Gospel. 



2 CHRONICLES 36:14-16,19-23
2 Chr 36:14 All the leaders of the priests 
and people became more unfaithful and 
committed the same horrible sins practiced 
by the nations. They defiled the LORD’s 
temple which he had consecrated in 
Jerusalem.  

2 Chr 36:15   The LORD God of their 
ancestors continually warned them through 
his messengers, for he felt compassion for 
his people and his dwelling place. 16 But 
they mocked God’s messengers, despised 
his warnings, and ridiculed his prophets. 
Finally the LORD got very angry at his 
people and there was no one who could 
prevent his judgment. 

2 Chr 36:19 They burned down the LORD’s 
temple and tore down the wall of 
Jerusalem. They burned all its fortified 
buildings and destroyed all its valuable 
items. 20 He deported to Babylon all who 

escaped the sword. They served him and 
his sons until the Persian kingdom rose to 
power. 21 This took place to fulfil the LORD’s 
message delivered through Jeremiah. The 
land experienced its sabbatical years; it 
remained desolate for seventy years, as 
prophesied. 

2 Chr 36:22   In the first year of the reign of 
King Cyrus of Persia, in fulfilment of the 
promise he delivered through Jeremiah, 
the LORD moved King Cyrus of Persia to 
issue a written decree throughout his 
kingdom. 23 It read: “This is what King 
Cyrus of Persia says: ‘The LORD God of the 
heavens has given to me all the kingdoms 
of the earth. He has appointed me to build 
for him a temple in Jerusalem in Judah. 
May the LORD your God energise you who 
belong to his people, so you may be able 
to go back there!” 



2 CHRONICLES
✤ By the time the Chronicler wrote in the post-exilic 

period, much of the literature that we associate with 
the OT was already written.  

✤ The author draws extensively upon this rich literary 
tradition. His dependence upon Genesis is evident 
in the genealogies (1 Chr. 1-9), and his dependence 
upon Samuel and Kings is obvious in his narration 
of the Monarchy (1 Chr. 10—2 Chr. 36).  

✤ Parallels with or citations from Joshua, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, the Psalms, and Ruth all appear 
in Chronicles.  



2 CHRONICLES
✤ Both Kings and Chronicles end with the 

Babylonian Exile, but the ending of Chronicles 
offers a clearer hope for the future.  

✤ In the final verses of his work, the Chronicler 
presents the decree of Cyrus commending the 
return of the Babylonian deportees to Judah (2 Chr. 
36:22-23).  

✤ In this manner, Chronicles contains and 
relativizes the tremendous tragedy of the 
Babylonian deportations. 



PSALM 137
Ps 137:1    By the rivers of Babylon 
 we sit down and weep 
 when we remember Zion.  
2  On the poplars in her midst 
 we hang our harps,  
3  for there our captors ask us to compose songs; 
 those who mock us demand that we be happy, saying: 
 “Sing for us a song about Zion!” 
4  How can we sing a song to the LORD 
 in a foreign land?  
5  If I forget you, O Jerusalem, 
 may my right hand be crippled! 
6  May my tongue stick to the roof of my mouth, 
 if I do not remember you, 
 and do not give Jerusalem priority 
 over whatever gives me the most joy.



PSALM 137 (136)

✤ Famous Psalm about the great exile in Babylon.  

✤ Written during or perhaps after the exile itself.  

✤ It is poetry, i.e. “emotion recollected in tranquillity”.  

✤ Nevertheless, it captures the raw emotion of anger.  

✤ It also captures the deep sense of home-sickness 
and deep longing. 



EPHESIANS 2:4-10
Eph 2:4   But God, being rich in mercy, because of his great 
love with which he loved us, 5 even though we were dead 
in transgressions, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you are saved!– 6 and he raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 
to demonstrate in the coming ages the surpassing wealth of 
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by 
grace you are saved through faith, and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 it is not from works, so that 
no one can boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, having 
been created in Christ Jesus for good works that God 
prepared beforehand so we may do them. 



EPHESIANS 2:4-10

God’s power at work in Christians (2:1–10)   
      
✤ When all were dead in sins (2:1–3)   

✤ God made us alive together and seated us 
together through Christ (2:4–7)   

✤ All this is God’s doing through Christ (2:8–10)



PAUL’S TEACHING
1. Christians are crucified with Christ and die with 

Christ to sin (Rom 6:3; Gal 2:19). 
2. Christians are buried with Christ in baptism (Rom 

6:4a). 
3. Christians walk in newness of life (Rom 6:4b). 
4. Christ is raised and ascended now (Rom 6:4; 1:3–4; 

1 Cor 15:20). 
5. Christians will be united with Christ in a 

resurrection like his in the future, at the Parousia 
(Rom 6:5; 1 Cor 15:23). This is the Pauline 
“eschatological reservation.”



EPHESIANS
1. The death of Christ is not something in which believers 

participate. 
(a) Christ’s death is something done strictly for 

believers (1:7, redemption through his blood; 2:13, 
brought near by the blood of Christ; 2:16, 
reconciled to God through the cross). 

(b) Christ’s death also serves as a model for Christian 
behaviour (5:2, walk in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself for us, an [Eph, Col, p. 73] offering 
and sacrifice; 5:25, husbands love your wives as 
Christ loved the church and gave himself for her). 

2. The raising and exaltation of Christ, however, are 
participatory, shared experiences.



JOHN 3:14-21
John 3:13 No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven—the Son of 
Man.  
John 3:14 Just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15 so that 
everyone who believes in him may 
have eternal life.” 
John 3:16   For this is the way God 
loved the world: He gave his one and 
only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him will not perish but 
have eternal life. 17 For God did not 
send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the 
world should be saved through him.  

18 The one who believes in him is not 
condemned. The one who does not 
believe has been condemned 
already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the one and only Son 
of God. 19 Now this is the basis for 
judging: that the light has come into 
the world and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light, 
because their deeds were evil. 20 For 
everyone who does evil deeds hates 
the light and does not come to the 
light, so that their deeds will not be 
exposed. 21 But the one who 
practices the truth comes to the light, 
so that it may be plainly evident that 
his deeds have been done in God. 



CONTEXT
Introduction: Jesus knowledge of the human heart (2:23-25)

Scene 1 Scene 2

Coming of Nicodemus 
3:1-21

Witness of John the Baptist 
3:22-30

Setting (1-2) Setting (23-24)

First major Amen saying 
birth from above (3-10) Dispute over Baptism (25-26)

Second major Amen Saying: 
Faith in the Son of Man (11-15) 

choice of light / darkness (16-21)

John the Baptist’s witness of the 
superiority of Jesus (27-30)

Faith in Jesus as the one from above (31-26)



SALVATION IN JOHN

✤ Healing — lifting up etc.  

✤ Love — throughout but especially 3:16. 

✤ Service — washing of the feet / suffering servant 
allusions. 

✤ New creation — beginning and end of the Gospel 

✤ Liberation — mediated through the Passover 
symbolism. In ch. 3, the feast of Passover continues 
from ch. 2. 



LIFTING UP
Then they travelled from Mount 
Hor by the road to the Red Sea, to 
go around the land of Edom, but 
the people became impatient 
along the way. And the people 
spoke against God and against 
Moses, “Why have you brought us 
up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness, for there is no bread or 
water, and we detest this worthless 
food.” 

So the LORD sent poisonous 
snakes among the people, and 
they bit the people; many people 
of Israel died. Then the people 
came to Moses and said, “We have 

sinned, for we have spoken 
against the LORD and against you. 
Pray to the LORD that he would 
take away the snakes from us.” So 
Moses prayed for the people. 

The LORD said to Moses, “Make a 
poisonous snake and set it on a 
pole. When anyone who is bitten 
looks at it, he will live.” So Moses 
made a bronze snake and put it on 
a pole, so that if a snake had bitten 
someone, when he looked at the 
bronze snake he lived. (Numbers 
21:4–9)





COMMENTARY
John 3:14 Just as 
Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the 
wilderness, so must 
the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15 so that 
everyone who 
believes in him may 
have eternal life.”

• Johannine double meaning. In 
this gospel, “lifting up” means the 
cross (physical) and the 
resurrection (spiritual).  

• Son of Man: Daniel, but always 
linked to the Passion of Jesus.  

• V. 15 Faith / belief is very much at 
the heart of the Fourth Gospel. 
The last beatitude in 20:18 
reflects this: “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.” (John 20:29) 

• The conversation started with 
“kingdom of God” and now slips 
into Johannine language: eternal 
life.



COMMENTARY
John 3:16   For this is the 
way God loved the world: 
He gave his one and only 
Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him will not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not 
send his Son into the 
world to condemn the 
world, but that the world 
should be saved through 
him. 

• We move from Moses to Abraham in 
a verse which echoes the sacrifice of 
Isaac in Genesis 22.  

• Core of Johannine teaching is 
offered here.  

• So = “in this way” 

• V. 16 The key words are “loved”, 
“gave” and “believe”.  

• Eternal life means life now in Jesus, 
not simply a future reality. Authentic 
life from and in Christ might be a 
good translation. 

• At this point, the one-to-one 
conversation with Nicodemus has 
faded and we are hearing an address 
to the Johannine community. 



LIFTED UP
John 3:14 Just as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son 
of Man be lifted up, 

John 8:28   Then Jesus said, 
“When you lift up the Son 
of Man, then you will know 
that I am he, and I do 
nothing on my own initiative, 
but I speak just what the 
Father taught me. 

John 12:32 And I, when I 
am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to 
myself.”  

John 12:34   Then the 
crowd responded, “We have 
heard from the law that the 
Christ will remain forever. 
How can you say, ‘The Son 
of Man must be lifted up’? 
Who is this Son of Man?” 



GLORIFY
The other term is “glorify”, which 
equivalent in the rest of John 

Greek: doxazō 
Hebrew: kabōd, from the verb “to 
be heavy” 

John 7:39; 8:54; 11:4; 12:16, 23, 28; 
13:31–32; 14:13; 15:8; 16:14; 17:1, 
4–5, 10; 21:19 

John 17:1   When Jesus had 
finished saying these things, he 
looked upward to heaven and said, 
“Father, the time has come. Glorify 
your Son, so that your Son may 
glorify you–  

John 17:4 I glorified you on earth 
by completing the work you gave 
me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify 
me at your side with the glory I had 
with you before the world was 
created. 

John 17:10 Everything I have 
belongs to you, and everything you 
have belongs to me, and I have 
been glorified by them.



SALVATION

Jesus’ crucifixion is his glorification; his return 
to the Father, which is the saving event for 
humanity, occurs by his self-giving love that 
leads to the cross.  

—Eugene Boring



COMMENTARY
John 3:18 The one who 
believes in him is not 
condemned. The one who 
does not believe has been 
condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the 
name of the one and only Son 
of God. 19 Now this is the 
basis for judging: that the 
light has come into the world 
and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light, 
because their deeds were evil.

• Judgement is now.  
• V. 18 These are they who once 

believed and then consciously and 
culpably have rejected life in Christ.  

• V. 19 The Gospel writer will return 
to this difficult theme in chapter 5. 

• Very truly, I tell you, anyone who 
hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life, and 
does not come under judgment, 
but has passed from death to life. 
(John 5:24)  

• Those who do not believe are those 
who did once, but now have turned 
away. The focus is not on anyone 
who does not believe but on those 
who once did and have consciously 
abandoned the faith.



COMMENTARY
John 3: 20 For everyone 
who does evil deeds hates 
the light and does not 
come to the light, so that 
their deeds will not be 
exposed. 21 But the one 
who practices the truth 
comes to the light, so that it 
may be plainly evident that 
his deeds have been done 
in God.

• V. 20 Here we have an echo of 
Jesus’ sayings in the Synoptic 
gospels. 

• This is just a fact — how things 
actually are.  

• V. 21 The positive conclusion to 
the whole teaching also echoes 
synoptic material.  

• Truth, in this Gospel, is always 
Jesus, the “grace and truth” from 
God.  

• Its gets its meaning not from 
Greek (alētheia) but from Hebrew 
(emeth). 



TRACING THE ARGUMENT

✤ Nicodemus: Kingdom of God / 
eternal life 
❖ Step 1 (11-13): Origin of Jesus 
❖ Step 2 (14-15): analogy with Moses 
❖ Step 3: (16-17): motive - God’s love 
❖ Step 4 (18-21): “ethos” of believers  



JOHN 3:14-21
John 3:13 No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven—the Son of 
Man.  
John 3:14 Just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15 so that 
everyone who believes in him may 
have eternal life.” 
John 3:16   For this is the way God 
loved the world: He gave his one and 
only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him will not perish but 
have eternal life. 17 For God did not 
send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the 
world should be saved through him.  

18 The one who believes in him is not 
condemned. The one who does not 
believe has been condemned 
already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the one and only Son 
of God. 19 Now this is the basis for 
judging: that the light has come into 
the world and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light, 
because their deeds were evil. 20 For 
everyone who does evil deeds hates 
the light and does not come to the 
light, so that their deeds will not be 
exposed. 21 But the one who 
practices the truth comes to the light, 
so that it may be plainly evident that 
his deeds have been done in God. 



AND SO…
✤ The readings next Sunday all 

underline the compassion and love 
of God for us.  

✤ The texts range over high theology 
(John), quite personal  experience 
(Ephesians) and politics (2 
Chronicles)  

✤ Plenty to reflect on and choose 
from. 



A PRAYER
O God, rich in mercy, you so loved the world that when 
we were dead in our sins, you sent your only Son for our 
deliverance. 
Lifted up from the earth, he is light and life; exalted upon 
the cross he is truth and salvation. 
Raise us up with Christ and make us rich in good works, 
that we may walk as children of light toward the paschal 
feast of heaven.  
We ask this through Christ, our deliverance and hope, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, holy and mighty God for ever and ever. Amen. 


