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Welcome

✤ Luke

✤ The Readings of Lent 2019

✤ Detailed commentary

✤ Prayer





The Gospel according to Luke

✤ Prologue: Luke 1:1–4:13

✦ Galilee Luke 4:14-9:50

✦ Journey to Jerusalem Luke 9:51-19:28

✦ Jerusalem: 19:29-23:56

✤ Epilogue: 24:1-53



The Gospel according to Luke

✤ Intense teaching on prayer through the Gospel

✤ Jesus as a prophet figure, taking us beyond the prophets of old

✤ Jesus’ death (exodus) is modelled on that of the prophets and martyrs

✤ Jesus is the Son of God, in a unique way
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Lent 2C: Luke 9:28-36 

Jesus took with him Peter and John 
and James and went up the mountain 
to pray. As he prayed, the aspect of his 
face was changed and his clothing 
became brilliant as lightning. Suddenly 
there were two men there talking to 
him; they were Moses and Elijah 
appearing in glory, and they were 
speaking of his passing which he was 
to accomplish in Jerusalem. Peter and 
his companions were heavy with sleep, 
but they kept awake and saw his glory 
and the two men standing with him. 
As these were leaving him, Peter said 

to Jesus, ‘Master, it is wonderful for us 
to be here; so let us make three tents, 
one for you, one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.’ – He did not know what he 
was saying. As he spoke, a cloud came 
and covered them with shadow; and 
when they went into the cloud the 
disciples were afraid. And a voice 
came from the cloud saying, ‘This is 
my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to 
him.’ And after the voice had spoken, 
Jesus was found alone. The disciples 
kept silence and, at that time, told no 
one what they had seen.



Lent 2C: Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18

Taking Abram outside, the Lord said, ‘Look up to heaven and count the stars if you can. Such will 
be your descendants.’ Abram put his faith in the Lord, who counted this as making him justified.

‘I am the Lord’ he said to him ‘who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldaeans to make you heir to 
this land.’ ‘My Lord,’ Abram replied ‘how am I to know that I shall inherit it?’ He said to him, ‘Get 
me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove and a young 
pigeon.’ He brought him all these, cut them in half and put half on one side and half facing it on 
the other; but the birds he did not cut in half. Birds of prey came down on the carcases but Abram 
drove them off.

When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, there appeared a smoking furnace and a firebrand 
that went between the halves. That day the Lord made a Covenant with Abram in these terms:

‘To your descendants I give this land,

from the wadi of Egypt to the Great River.’



Lent 2C: Psalm 26 (27) 

The Lord is my light and my help.

The Lord is my light and my help;

  whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;

  before whom shall I shrink?

O Lord, hear my voice when I call;

  have mercy and answer.

Of you my heart has spoken:

  ‘Seek his face.’

It is your face, O Lord, that I seek;

  hide not your face.

Dismiss not your servant in anger;

  you have been my help.

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness

  in the land of the living.

Hope in him, hold firm and take heart.

  Hope in the Lord!



Lent 2C: Philippians 3:17-4:1 

My brothers, be united in following 
my rule of life. Take as your models 
everybody who is already doing this 
and study them as you used to study 
us. I have told you often, and I repeat 
it today with tears, there are many 
who are behaving as the enemies of 
the cross of Christ. 

They are destined to be lost. They 
make foods into their god and they 
are proudest of something they ought 
to think shameful; the things they 
think important are earthly things. 

For us, our homeland is in heaven, 
and from heaven comes the saviour 
we are waiting for, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and he will transfigure these 
wretched bodies of ours into copies of 
his glorious body. He will do that by 
the same power with which he can 
subdue the whole universe.

So then, my brothers and dear friends, 
do not give way but remain faithful in 
the Lord. I miss you very much, dear 
friends; you are my joy and my 
crown.



At first glance…

✤ Once more, it looks as if these three readings are very 
disparate

✤ It is hard to see any links (apart from the Second 
Reading and the Gospel)

✤ Can we go a little deeper? 



Gen 15:1   After these things the word of the LORD 
came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”  2 But 
Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I 
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?”  3 And Abram said, “You have given me 
no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my 
heir.”  4 But the word of the LORD came to him, “This 
man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 
issue shall be your heir.”  5 He brought him outside 
and said, “Look toward heaven and count the 
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said 
to him, “So shall your descendants be.”  6 And he 
believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to 
him as righteousness. 

Gen 15:7   Then he said to him, “I am the LORD 
who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to 
give you this land to possess.”  8 But he said, “O 
Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess 
it?”  9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three 
years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 
three years old, a turtledove, and a young 
pigeon.”  10 He brought him all these and cut 
them in two, laying each half over against the 
other; but he did not cut the birds in two.  11 And 
when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, 
Abram drove them away. 

Gen 15:12   As the sun was going down, a deep 
sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying 
darkness descended upon him.  13 Then the LORD 
said to Abram, “Know this for certain, that your 
offspring shall be aliens in a land that is not theirs, and 
shall be slaves there, and they shall be oppressed for four 
hundred years;  14 but I will bring judgment on the 
nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come 
out with great possessions.  15 As for yourself, you shall 
go to your ancestors in peace; you shall be buried in a 
good old age.  16 And they shall come back here in the 
fourth generation; for the iniquity of the Amorites is not 
yet complete.” 

Gen 15:17   When the sun had gone down and it 
was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch 
passed between these pieces.  18 On that day the 
LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To 
your descendants I give this land, from the river 
of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates,  19 
the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites,  
20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim,  21 the 
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the 
Jebusites.”  



Lent 2C: Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18

✤ NB Genesis 12-14: Abraham’s life prefigures history of Israel from the descent into Egypt to 
the kingdom of David.  

✤ NB Read all of Genesis 15

✤ Notice: 1-6 and 7-21 seem fairly different

✦ Ancient material reworked. 

✦ Prophetic “tone” (the word of the Lord came to; vision)

✦ Davidic traces (promise through Nathan; 2 Sam 7:4; God swearing; also shield and 
spoils [v.14]).

✦ Final editing: post-Exilic (with addition of vv. 13-16). 

✤ So, a lot of evolution behind this text



Lent 2C: Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18

✤ Notice echo of a prophetic call:   The word of the Lord came to Samuel 
(1Samuel 15:10) or the word of the Lord came to the priest Ezekiel 
(Ezekiel 1:3)

✤ Notice the echo of the Decalogue:   I am the Lord your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery (Exodus 20:2)

✤ Notice the anticipation of the Exodus: Then the Lord said to Abram, 
“Know this for certain, that your offspring shall be aliens in a land that is 
not theirs, and shall be slaves there, and they shall be oppressed for four 
hundred years; but I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, 
and afterward they shall come out with great possessions.  (Genesis 
15:13–14) 



Lent 2C: Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18

✤ Similarities

✦ God identifies himself (1, 7)

✦ Divine promise (vv. 1, 7) 

✦ Abram’s questioning (vv. 
2–3, 8) 

✦ God’s response with 
reassuring words and 
deeds (vv. 4–5, 9–21) 

✦ Differences

✦ 1-6: Nocturnal; God 
promises, Abram trusts; 
progeny; dialogue

✦ 7-21: Sunset; Covenant 
ritual; land; mystery, magic 
and the enigma of the 
future



Lent 2C: Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18

YHWH’s 
word

v. 1 Promise of reward v. 7 Promise of land

Abram’s 
word

vv. 2-3 Complaint about 
childlessness

v.8 Guarantee 
requested

YHWH’s 
reaction

v. 4 Promise of heir v. 9 Covenant 
commanded

Public act v. 5 Taken into the open vv. 16-17 Covenant carried 
out

YWHW’s 
word

v. 5 Promise of many 
descendants

vv. 13-16 Promise of land 
for descendants

Conclusion v. 6 Abram’s faith vv. 18-21 YHWH’s 
covenant



Lent 2C: Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18

✤ The first dialogue between God and Abram.

✤ NB from dust (Gen 13:16) to stars (15:5)

✤ Covenants ceremonies are attested. The participants agree that 
the fate of the animals will be theirs if they violate the agreement.

✤ Hebrew: to cut a covenant (still used today). 

✤ Gen 15:6 NB in the Christian tradition.

✤ Abraham’s faith is matched by God’s faithfulness. 



Lent 2C: Psalm 26 (27) 

The Lord is my light and my help.

The Lord is my light and my help;

  whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;

  before whom shall I shrink?

O Lord, hear my voice when I call;

  have mercy and answer.

Of you my heart has spoken:

  ‘Seek his face.’

It is your face, O Lord, that I seek;

  hide not your face.

Dismiss not your servant in anger;

  you have been my help.

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness

  in the land of the living.

Hope in him, hold firm and take heart.

  Hope in the Lord!



Lent 2C: Psalm 26 (27) 

✤ Psalm 26 (27) is assigned to David.

✤ It is an urgent plea, spoken in great distress

✤ It thus mirrors Abram’s anxious words to God.

✤ It also mirrors the promise of the land.

✤ The Psalm moves from anxiety to profound and 
explicit hope (= faith). 







Lent 2C: Philippians 3:17-4:1 

✤ Philippians is a letter of friendship

✦ Ephesus: about  AD 52–54

✦ Caesarea: about AD 60 

✦ Rome: then early AD 60s

✤ Purpose: reassurance and to explain why 
Epaphroditus was returning



Lent 2C: Philippians 3:17-4:1 

Still, I think it necessary to send to 
you Epaphroditus—my brother and 
co-worker and fellow soldier, your 
messenger and minister to my need; 
for he has been longing for all of 
you, and has been distressed because 
you heard that he was ill. He was 
indeed so ill that he nearly died. 

But God had mercy on him, and not 
only on him but on me also, so that I 
would not have one sorrow after 
another. 

I am the more eager to send him, 
therefore, in order that you may 
rejoice at seeing him again, and that I 
may be less anxious. 

Welcome him then in the Lord with 
all joy, and honour such people, 
because he came close to death for 
the work of Christ, risking his life to 
make up for those services that you 
could not give me.  

(Philippians 2:25–30)



Lent 2C: Philippians 3:17-4:1 

My brothers, be united in following 
my rule of life. Take as your models 
everybody who is already doing this 
and study them as you used to study 
us. I have told you often, and I repeat 
it today with tears, there are many 
who are behaving as the enemies of 
the cross of Christ. They are destined 
to be lost. They make foods into their 
god and they are proudest of 
something they ought to think 
shameful; the things they think 
important are earthly things. For us, 
our homeland (polituema) is in heaven, 

and from heaven comes the saviour 
we are waiting for, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and he will transfigure these 
wretched bodies of ours into copies of 
his glorious body. He will do that by 
the same power with which he can 
subdue the whole universe.

So then, my brothers and dear friends, 
do not give way but remain faithful in 
the Lord. I miss you very much, dear 
friends; you are my joy and my 
crown.



Lent 2C: Philippians 3:17-4:1 

So it is with the resurrection of the 
dead. What is sown is perishable, 
what is raised is imperishable. It is 
sown in dishonour, it is raised in 
glory. It is sown in weakness, it is 
raised in power. It is sown a physical 
body, it is raised a spiritual body. 

If there is a physical body, there is 
also a spiritual body. Thus it is 
written, “The first man, Adam, 
became a living being”; the last Adam 
became a life-giving spirit. 

But it is not the spiritual that is first, 
but the physical, and then the 
spiritual. The first man was from the 
earth, a man of dust; the second man 
is from heaven. 

As was the man of dust, so are those 
who are of the dust; and as is the man 
of heaven, so are those who are of 
heaven. Just as we have borne the 
image of the man of dust, we will also 
bear the image of the man of heaven.  

(1Corinthians 15:42–49)



Lent 2C: Philippians 3:17-4:1 

For we do not proclaim ourselves; we 
proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves 
as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the 
God who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

(2Corinthians 4:5–6)

Then comes the end, when he hands over the 
kingdom to God the Father, after he has 
destroyed every ruler and every authority 
and power. For he must reign until he has put 
all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy 
to be destroyed is death. For “God has put all 
things in subjection under his feet.” But when 
it says, “All things are put in subjection,” it is 
plain that this does not include the one who 
put all things in subjection under him. When 
all things are subjected to him, then the Son 
himself will also be subjected to the one who 
put all things in subjection under him, so that 
God may be all in all. 

(1Corinthians 15:24–28)



Lent 2C: Luke 9:28-36

✤ Transfiguration in all three Gospels

✤ Broadly similar

✤ Significant differences: theophany, apocalyptic vision 
and moment of prayer

✤ Method: comparison and background



Matthew Mark Luke

Matt. 17:1   Six days later, Jesus took 
with him Peter and James and his 
brother John and led them up a high 
mountain, by themselves.  2 And he 
was transfigured before them, and 
his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became dazzling white.  3 
Suddenly there appeared to them 
Moses and Elijah, talking with him.  4 
Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is 
good for us to be here; if you wish, I 
will make three dwellings here, one 
for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.”  5 While he was still 
speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the 
cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved; with him I am well 
pleased; listen to him!”  6 When the 
disciples heard this, they fell to the 
ground and were overcome by fear.  7 
But Jesus came and touched them, 
saying, “Get up and do not be 
afraid.”  8 And when they looked up, 
they saw no one except Jesus himself 
alone. 

Mark 9:2   Six days later, Jesus 
took with him Peter and James 
and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. 
And he was transfigured before 
them,  3 and his clothes became 
dazzling white, such as no one on 
earth could bleach them.  4 And 
there appeared to them Elijah with 
Moses, who were talking with 
Jesus.  5 Then Peter said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; 
let us make three dwellings, one 
for you, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah.”  6 He did not know 
what to say, for they were 
terrified.  7 Then a cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the 
cloud there came a voice, “This is 
my Son, the Beloved; listen to 
him!”  8 Suddenly when they 
looked around, they saw no one 
with them any more, but only 
Jesus. 

Luke 9:28   Now about eight days after these 
sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John 
and James, and went up on the mountain to 
pray.  29 And while he was praying, the 
appearance of his face changed, and his 
clothes became dazzling white.  30 
Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and 
Elijah, talking to him.  31 They appeared in 
glory and were speaking of his departure, 
which he was about to accomplish at 
Jerusalem.  32 Now Peter and his 
companions were weighed down with 
sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they 
saw his glory and the two men who stood 
with him.  33 Just as they were leaving him, 
Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us 
to be here; let us make three dwellings, one 
for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah”—not knowing what he said.  34 
While he was saying this, a cloud came and 
overshadowed them; and they were 
terrified as they entered the cloud.  35 Then 
from the cloud came a voice that said, “This 
is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!”  36 
When the voice had spoken, Jesus was 
found alone. And they kept silent and in 
those days told no one any of the things 
they had seen. 



Background

Then Moses went up on the 
mountain, and the cloud 
covered the mountain. The 
glory of the LORD settled on 
Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it for six days; on 
the seventh day he called to 
Moses out of the cloud. 
Now the appearance of the 
glory of the LORD was like 

a devouring fire on the top 
of the mountain in the sight 
of the people of Israel. 
Moses entered the cloud, 
and went up on the 
mountain. Moses was on 
the mountain for forty days 
and forty nights.

  (Exodus 24:15–18)



Background

Moses came down from 
Mount Sinai. As he came 
down from the mountain 
with the two tablets of the 
covenant in his hand, 
Moses did not know that 
the skin of his face shone 
because he had been talking 
with God. When Aaron and 
all the Israelites saw Moses, 

the skin of his face was 
shining, and they were 
afraid to come near him. 
But Moses called to them; 
and Aaron and all the 
leaders of the congregation 
returned to him, and Moses 
spoke with them.  

(Exodus 34:29–31)



Background

At that place he came to a cave, and spent the 
night there.   Then the word of the LORD came 
to him, saying, “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very 
zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 
thrown down your altars, and killed your 
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and 
they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain 
before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass 
by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong 
that it was splitting mountains and breaking 
rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD 
was not in the wind; and after the wind an 
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, 
but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the 
fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah 
heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle 
and went out and stood at the entrance of the 
cave. Then there came a voice to him that 
said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  

(1Kings 19:9–13)



Background

His body was like beryl, his face like 
lightning, his eyes like flaming 
torches, his arms and legs like the 
gleam of burnished bronze, and the 
sound of his words like the roar of a 
multitude. I, Daniel, alone saw the 
vision; the people who were with me 
did not see the vision, though a great 
trembling fell upon them, and they 
fled and hid themselves. So I was left 
alone to see this great vision. My 
strength left me, and my complexion 
grew deathly pale, and I retained no 
strength. Then I heard the sound of 

his words; and when I heard the 
sound of his words, I fell into a 
trance, face to the ground.

But then a hand touched me and 
roused me to my hands and knees. 
He said to me, “Daniel, greatly 
beloved, pay attention to the words 
that I am going to speak to you. Stand 
on your feet, for I have now been sent 
to you.” So while he was speaking 
this word to me, I stood up trembling. 

(Daniel 10:6–11)



Synoptic relationships

158/59
Mark

[96]                         [61] 

Matthew Luke
194 / 90       [8] 209 / 140

  
First number: the total number of words.

Second number: the number special to each evangelist.
In square brackets, the number of words shared with the other two.



Special to Luke

v. 28 Introduction and context

vv. 29-31 The sign from God

v. 32 A general human reaction

vv. 33 A specific human reaction

vv. 34-35 Interpretation of the sign from God

v. 36 Human reaction and conclusion. 

VISUAL

AUDITORY



Special to Luke

✤ Eight days, to pray

✤ His appearance changed (special word)

✤ His departure (exodus); Jerusalem

✤ The disciples remain awake

✤ As they were leaving…

✤ They entered the cloud

✤ Silence is natural (not instructed)



Special to Luke

✤ The immediate setting is like Mark’s - the seeing of the 
Kingdom.

✤ “Time” of Moses and Elijah is over

✤ Jesus’ death is an “exodus”

✤ Genre: example of prayer



Thus…

Readings Topic Message

LENT 2 Gen 15:5-12, 17-18 Abraham’ faith Covenant

COVENANT Ps 27 (26) Trust and hope Seek his face

Phil 3:17-4:1 Faithfulness and 
future hope Remain true!

Lk 9:28-36 Transfiguration Listen to him!



Thus: 

✤ Faith and faithfulness: Abraham, Paul, the voice

✤ Future hope: stars, homeland, transcendence

✤ God makes a disclosure: Genesis and Luke

✤ Transfiguration: Philippians and Luke 

✤ God is faithful

✤ Our faithful God calls us to absolute trust in him



Prayer

God of the Covenant, 
your presence fills us with awe, 

your word gives us unshakable hope. 

Fix in our hearts the image of your Son in glory, 
that, sustained on the path of discipleship, 

we may pass over with him to newness of life.

We ask this through Christ, our deliverance and hope, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, holy 

and mighty God forever and ever. Amen


