


THE CHRISTMAS 
STORIES

3. Luke 1-2



PROGRAMME
‣ Introduction 

‣ Matthew 1-2 

‣ Luke 1-2 

‣ Christmas: Vigil 

‣ Christmas: Midnight 

‣ Christmas: Dawn 

‣ Christmas: Day



LUKE 1-2
‣ Luke’s context 

‣ Luke 1-2; actually really Luke 1:5-4:15 

‣ Luke’s context 

‣ Overall shape 

‣ Genre 

‣ Historicity 

‣ Problem: John the Baptist



LUKE’S CONTEXT
‣ After Mark and Matthew 

‣ Probably in Rome 

‣ Most likely a mixed community 

‣ Gentile mission an established fact 

‣ Possibly: tendency to reject the Jewish roots of Christianity



1. Annunciation of the 
birth of John the 

Baptist 

2. Annunciation of the 
birth of Jesus the 

Messiah

Luke 1:1-25 
Luke 1:26-38

3. The visitation (Magnificat) Luke 1:39-56

4. The birth of John 
the Baptist 

(Benedictus)

5. The birth of Jesus 
the Messiah (Gloria)

Luke 1:57-80 
Luke 2:1-20

6. The presentation (Nunc dimittis) Luke 2:21-40

7. Jesus in the Temple Luke 2:41-52



OVERALL SHAPE
‣ The “career” of Jesus really starts in 4:16-30 

‣ 1:5-4:15 makes up the first major unit 

‣ Three episodes dealing with John and Jesus 

‣ 1:5-25 corresponds to 1:26-38 (1:39-56 = transition) 

‣ 1:57-80 corresponds to 2:1-52 

‣ 3:1-20 corresponds to 3:21-4:15



OVERALL SHAPE

‣ John = prophet (1:16-17; 1:76; 3:1-6) 

‣ Jesus = Messiah (1:32-33; 1:69; 2:4, 11; 3:23-38) 

‣ Jesus = Son of God (1:35, 2:49; 3:22)



GENRE
‣ Biography, including the following elements 

‣ Pre-public career of a great person 

‣ Family background 

‣ Miraculous conception 

‣ Omens and other predictions of future greatness 

‣ Childhood prodigies



GENRE
‣ Suetonius Lives of the Twelve Caesars Augustus 94, as follows: 

‣ Portents (6 of 14 items) 

‣ Dreams (3 of 14 items) 

‣ Prophecies (2 of 14 items) 

‣ Childhood Prodigies (2 of 14 items) 

‣ Miraculous conception by Apollo (1 of 14 items)



GENRE
1. Two angelophanies 

•1:26-38 (birth and 
destiny) 

•2:8-20 (birth of the 
saviour) 

2. Four prophecies 

•1:67-70 by Zechariah 

•2:25-35 by Simeon 

•2:36-38 by Anna 

•3:16-17 by John the 
Baptist



GENRE
3. Portent 

• 1:41-45 (portent and 
prophetic interpretation) 

4. Event  

•3:21-22 (= 1:41-45; portent 
and interpretation) 

•Descent of the Holy Spirt; 
bath qol 

5. Prodigies 

•2:41-51 (astounds the 
rabbis) 

•4:1-13 (defeats the devil) 

6. Family 

•Genealogy, via David to 
Adam



GENRE
Suetonius, again:  

Having reached this point, it will not be out of place to add an 
account of the omens which occurred before he was born, on 
the very day of his birth, and afterwards, from which it was 
possible to anticipate and perceived his future greatness and 
uninterrupted good fortune. 

Augustus §94



GENRE
‣ A reader of Luke, familiar 

with the conventions of 
biographical writings, 
would have taken 1:5-4:15 
as an anticipation / 
prophecy / foreshadowing 
of the future career of 
Jesus. 

‣ In other words, the reader 
is provided with a detailed 
theological description of 
the hero before the real 
narrative starts in 4:16. 



HISTORICITY
‣ The birth narratives share certain features:  

‣ The child Jesus, the parents Mary and Joseph 

‣ Annunciations, virginal conception 

‣ Nazareth and Bethlehem 

‣ King Herod (the Great) 

‣ Genealogies



HISTORICITY
‣ Matthew 

‣ Genealogy to Abraham 

‣ Annunciation to Joseph 

‣ The Magi and Star 

‣ The Holy Innocents 

‣ Egypt 

‣ Bethlehem - Nazareth 

‣ 5 Major Citations 

‣ Luke 

‣ Genealogy to Adam 

‣ Annunciation to Mary 

‣ Shepherds 

‣ John the Baptist 

‣ Nazareth - Bethlehem 

‣ Citations and echoes



JOHN THE BAPTIST
‣ JB was a 1st cent. Jewish prophet, 

proclaiming an eschatological message 
with some apocalyptic traits. 

‣ His message was imminent judgement 
and the way to avoid that was by 
repentance, illustrated by his baptism. 

‣ There is an implied critique of the 
adequacy of the Temple worship. 

‣ The differences between JB and Qumran 
are greater than the similarities. 

‣ He anticipated “the coming one”, but it is 
difficult to be more precise than that - an 
angel? the messiah?  a heavenly figure?  
God himself? 

‣ He had a big influence in his day - as the 
need to execute him illustrates.  Still, any 
idea of a revolt is due to Herod’s paranoia 
rather than to anything JB actually said.   

‣ The relationship between Jesus and John 
is hotly disputed - e.g. did Jesus follow his 
“mentor’s” example and baptise?



JOHN THE BAPTIST
‣ Mark: already proclaims “the coming one” 

‣ Matthew: discussion over baptism 

‣ Luke: actually in jail at the baptism 

‣ John: locates JB in Jn 1; no baptism 

‣ [Nazoreans]: Jesus refuses



JOHN THE BAPTIST
‣ In the Acts: 1:5, 22; 10:37; aa:16; 13:24; 18:25; 19:3. 

‣ In the Gospel: 7:18-30 (NB); 9:7-9; 20:1-8 

‣ NB: never, ever a reference to what “happened” in Luke 1-2. 

‣ Comparison: Annunciation  

‣ Comparison: Birth 

‣ Comparison: the mothers meet



JOHN THE BAPTIST
‣ Luke 1:17 “With the spirit and power of Elijah he will 

go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their 
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord.”  

‣ Luke 1:18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I 
know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my 
wife is getting on in years.”   

‣ Luke 1:15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. 
He must never drink wine or strong drink; even 
before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit.   

‣ Luke 1:35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God. 

‣ Luke 1:34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 
since I am a virgin?”   

‣ Luke 1:32 “He will be great, and will be called the Son 
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his ancestor David.  33 He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 



JOHN THE BAPTIST

‣ John: prophet, to prepare, 
go before 

‣ Jesus: Saviour, House of 
David, mercy, Abraham, 
holiness, righteousness, 
salvation, forgiveness, light, 
dawn, peace



JOHN THE BAPTIST
Luke 1:39    In those days Mary set 
out and went with haste to a Judean 
town in the hill country,  40 where 
she entered the house of Zechariah 
and greeted Elizabeth.  41 When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, “Blessed are you among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  
43 And why has this happened to me, 
that the mother of my Lord comes to 
me?  44 For as soon as I heard the 
sound of your greeting, the child in 
my womb leaped for joy.  45 And 
blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfilment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord.”



1. Annunciation of the 
birth of John the 

Baptist 

2. Annunciation of the 
birth of Jesus the 

Messiah

Luke 1:1-25 
Luke 1:26-38

3. The visitation (Magnificat) Luke 1:39-56

4. The birth of John 
the Baptist 

(Benedictus)

5. The birth of Jesus 
the Messiah (Gloria)

Luke 1:57-80 
Luke 2:1-20

6. The presentation (Nunc dimittis) Luke 2:21-40

7. Jesus in the Temple Luke 2:41-52



AND TODAY?
‣ Luke has rooted the birth of John and Jesus in OT 

annunciations of birth 

‣ Luke risked comparisons with the birth of the gods and 
emperors 

‣ Natural v. miraculous conception 

‣ John and Jesus are related — theologically 

‣ John and Jesus are contrasted — theologically



CONVERSATION


