


THE CHRISTMAS 
STORIES

5. Midnight Mass



PROGRAMME
‣ Introduction 

‣ Matthew 1-2 

‣ Luke 1-2 

‣ Christmas: Vigil 

‣ Christmas: Midnight 

‣ Christmas: Dawn 

‣ Christmas: Day



SEQUENCE
‣ All three readings 

‣ Luke 

‣ Background 

‣ Luke 2 

‣ Reflection and prayer



ALL THREE READINGS

‣ Isaiah 9:1-7		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 A child is born 

‣ Psalm 88 (89):4-5,16-17,27,29 	 	 The presence of the Lord 

‣ Titus 2:11-14	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 The appearing of the glory 

‣ Luke 2:1-15		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Birth of Jesus



The people that walked in darkness 

has seen a great light; 

on those who live in a land of deep shadow 

a light has shone. 

You have made their gladness greater, 

you have made their joy increase; 

they rejoice in your presence 

as men rejoice at harvest time, 

as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils. 

For the yoke that was weighing on him, 

the barb across his shoulders, 

the rod of his oppressor, 

these you break as on the day of Midian. 

For all the footgear of battle, 

every cloak rolled in blood, 

is burnt, 

and consumed by fire. 

For there is a child born for us, 

a son given to us 

and dominion is laid on his shoulders; 

and this is the name they give him: 

Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, 

Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace. 

Wide is his dominion 

in a peace that has no end, 

for the throne of David 

and for his royal power, 

which he establishes and makes secure 

in justice and integrity. 

From this time onwards and for ever, 

the jealous love of the Lord of Hosts will do this.

ISAIAH 9



Today a saviour has been born to us: he is 
Christ the Lord.

O sing a new song to the Lord,

  sing to the Lord all the earth.

  O sing to the Lord, bless his name.

Proclaim his help day by day,

  tell among the nations his glory

  and his wonders among all the peoples.

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad,

  let the sea and all within it thunder praise,

let the land and all it bears rejoice,

  all the trees of the wood shout for joy

at the presence of the Lord for he comes,

  he comes to rule the earth.

With justice he will rule the world,

  he will judge the peoples with his truth.

Today a saviour has been born to us: he is 
Christ the Lord.

PSALM 88 (89)



God’s grace has been revealed, 
and it has made salvation possible 
for the whole human race and 
taught us that what we have to do 
is to give up everything that does 
not lead to God, and all our 
worldly ambitions; we must be 
self-restrained and live good and 
religious lives here in this present 
world, while we are waiting in 
hope for the blessing which will 
come with the Appearing of the 

glory of our great God and saviour 
Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself 
for us in order to set us free from 
all wickedness and to purify a 
people so that it could be his very 
own and would have no ambition 
except to do good.

TITUS 2



1. Annunciation of the 
birth of John the 

Baptist 

2. Annunciation of the 
birth of Jesus the 

Messiah

Luke 1:1-25 
Luke 1:26-38

3. The visitation (Magnificant) Luke 1:39-56

4. The birth of John 
the Baptist 

(Benedictus)

5. The birth of Jesus 
the Messiah (Gloria)

Luke 1:57-80 
Luke 2:1-20

6. The presentation (Nunc dimittis) Luke 2:21-40

7. Jesus in the Temple Luke 2:41-52



Caesar Augustus issued a decree 
for a census of the whole world to 
be taken. This census – the first – 
took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria, and everyone 
went to his own town to be 
registered. So Joseph set out from 
the town of Nazareth in Galilee 
and travelled up to Judaea, to the 
town of David called Bethlehem, 
since he was of David’s House and 
line, in order to be registered 

together with Mary, his betrothed, 
who was with child. While they 
were there the time came for her 
to have her child, and she gave 
birth to a son, her first born. She 
wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger 
because there was no room for 
them at the inn.

LUKE 2



LUKE
‣ Two large panels (see previous slide) 

‣ John: prophet, to prepare, go before 

‣ Jesus: Saviour, House of David, mercy, Abraham, holiness, 
righteousness, salvation, forgiveness, light, dawn, peace 

‣ Why? See the Mandaeans even today. 

BACKGROUND



BACKGROUND
‣ Historically: 

‣ No empire-wide census in the time of Augustus 

‣ Augustus: saviour and the pax romana 

‣ Quirinius was governor of Syria—only later 

‣ He did conduct a local census in 6 ad. 

‣ Purpose: to indicate a birth of universal significance



So you must consecrate the fiftieth year, and 
you must proclaim a release in the land for all 
its inhabitants. That year will be your jubilee; 
each one of you must return to his property 
and each one of you must return to his clan.  
(Leviticus 25:10) 

If your father happens to miss me, you should 
say, ‘David urgently requested me to let him go 
to his city Bethlehem, for there is an annual 
sacrifice there for his entire family.’  (1Samuel 
20:6) 

Then you must give over to the Lord the first 
offspring of every womb. Every firstling of a 
beast that you have–the males will be the 
Lord’s. (Exodus 13:12) 

An ox recognises its owner, a donkey 
recognises where its owner puts its food; but 
Israel does not recognise me, my people do not 
understand.” (Isaiah 1:3) 

“I have not lived in a house since the day I 
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to 
this day, but I have been moving about in a 
lodge [katalyma] and a tent” (2 Sam. 7:6 LXX)

BACKGROUND



‣ David, anointed king, in history 
and in early Judaism 

‣  The Lord writes in the census book 
of the nations, “This one was born 
there.” (Psalms 87:6) 

‣ When the time came for Rebekah to 
give birth, there were twins in her 
womb.  (Genesis 25:24). 

‣ For while gentle silence enveloped 
all things, and night in its swift 
course was now half gone, your all-
powerful word leaped from heaven, 
from the royal throne, into the 
midst of the land that was doomed, 
a stern warrior (Wisdom 18:14–15) 

‣  I was nursed with care in 
swaddling cloths.  (Wisdom 7:4)

BACKGROUND



In the countryside close by there 
were shepherds who lived in the 
fields and took it in turns to watch 
their flocks during the night. The 
angel of the Lord appeared to 
them and the glory of the Lord 
shone round them. They were 
terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do 
not be afraid. Listen, I bring you 
news of great joy, a joy to be 
shared by the whole people. Today 
in the town of David a saviour has 

been born to you; he is Christ the 
Lord. And here is a sign for you: 
you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger.’ And suddenly with the 
angel there was a great throng of 
the heavenly host, praising God 
and singing: 

‘Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and peace to men who 
enjoy his favour.’

LUKE 2



BACKGROUND
‣ For a child has been born to us, a son has been given to us. He 

shoulders responsibility and is called: Extraordinary 
Strategist, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
(Isaiah 9:6) 

‣ How delightful it is to see approaching over the mountains 
the feet of a messenger who announces peace, a messenger 
who brings good news, who announces deliverance, who says 
to Zion, “Your God reigns!” (Isaiah 52:7)



BACKGROUND
‣ As for you, watchtower for the flock, fortress of Daughter Zion– your 

former dominion will be restored, the sovereignty that belongs to 
Daughter Jerusalem. (Micah 4:8) 

‣ David was going back and forth from Saul in order to care for his 
father’s sheep in Bethlehem. (1Samuel 17:15) 

‣ As for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, seemingly insignificant among the 
clans of Judah– from you a king will emerge who will rule over Israel 
on my behalf, one whose origins are in the distant past. (Micah 5:2)



REFLECTION
‣ Bring to mind a time when the birth of a child made a huge 

impact on you. Use the experience to meditate upon the 
incarnation.  

‣ There is great joy in the Gospel tonight. Have you even felt 
such spontaneous, exultant happiness? A prayer of praise 
and thanksgiving.



PRAYER
Good and gracious God, on this 
holy night you gave us your Son, 
the Lord of the universe, wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, the Saviour 
of all, lying in a manger. On this 
holy night draw us into the 
mystery of your love. Join our 
voices with the heavenly host, that 
we may sing your glory on high.  

Give us a place among the 
shepherds, that we may find the 
one for whom we have waited, 
Jesus Christ, your Word made 
flesh, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
in the splendour of eternal light, 
God for ever and ever. Amen.



CONVERSATION


