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1.  Martin Luther 

Welcome 
1. Martin Luther 
2. Sola Scriptura 
3. Indulgences 
4. Paul and Luther 

Martin Luther 
Two maps to begin with:  
Europe before the Reformation 
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Europe after the Reformation 

• Peasant 
• Augustinian 
• Bible scholar 
• Translator extraordinaire 
• Evolution of the German language 
• Reformer 
• Controversialist 
• Anti-Semite 
• Family man 
• Composer 
• Liturgical innovator 
• Letter writer 
• Writer 
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• WA: 73 volumes 
• WA TR: 6 volumes 
• WA DB: 12 volumes 
• Full of energy 

• Martin Luther (1483–1546) was born in Eisleben, a small mining town in north-east 
Germany. 

• He grew up in Mansfeld, and was educated in Eisenach, Magdeburg. 
• He had an excellent knowledge of Latin. 
• Eventually he undertook law studies in the university of Erfurt. 
 

Martin Luder 
• Hans Luder c. 1459-1530 
• Margarethe Lindemann 1459-1531 
• Siblings: perhaps up to eight.  
• A well-to-do family 
• The father had plans for his gifted son 

• In 1505 he joined an observant Augustinian friary in Erfurt. 
• The decision was sudden. 
• Its disclosure to his friends was theatrical. 
• Its disclosure to his father was “difficult”. 
• Ordained in 1507, he studied theology and rose through the academic ranks at the 

university. 

• Transferring to the new University of Wittenberg in 1511, he was linked with that 
institution for the rest of his life.  

• In 1510–11 Luther visited Rome for his 
order, and was profoundly shocked by the 
corruption and extravagance he 
encountered in the papal city.  

• In 1512 he became a doctor of theology 
and professor of biblical studies at 
Wittenberg. 

A few key dates 
1516 — Publication of Erasmus’ Greek New 
Testament 
1517 — The 95 Theses made public 
1519 — The Leipzig dispute  
1520 — The excommunication of Martin Luther 
1521 — The Diet of Worms 
1521 — Time spent in the Wartburg Castle 
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Social consequences 

The Germans Knights’ War 
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The Peasants’ War 

Later evolution 
• Marburg colloquy 1529. 
• The Diet of Ausburg 1530. 
• Meanwhile: the Radical Reformation evolved. 
• The Great Catechism 1529. 
• The Small Catechism (same year). 

Later life and health 
• Ménière’s disease, vertigo, fainting, tinnitus, a cataract in one eye. 
• Kidney and bladder stones, arthritis. 
• Angina. 
• Died in Mansfeld after a stroke. 
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Core teachings 
Sola gratia. 
Sola fide. 
Solus Christus. 
Sola Scriptura. 
Soli Deo gloria. 

No praying for the dead. 
No to the Mass as “work” or as a sacrifice 
No intercession of saints. 
Yes to Eucharistic presence. 
Yes to the Blessed Virgin. 

Key insight (1) 
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.”  (Matt 4:17) 

exinde coepit Iesus praedicare et dicere paenitentiam agite adpropinquavit enim 
regnum caelorum  (Matt 4:17) 
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Apo tote ērxato ho Iēsous kēryssein kai legein; metanoeite; ēggiken gar hē basileia tōn 
ouranōn.(Matt 4:17) 

Von der Zeit an fing Jesus an, zu predigen und zu sagen: Tut Buße, das Himmelreich ist 
nahe herbeigekommen! 

Key insight (2) 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is God’s power for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For the righteousness of God is revealed 
in the gospel from faith to faith, just as it is written, “The righteous by faith will live.” (Rom 
1:16–17) 

At its core: a theology of the cross 

Key writings 
• Address to the Christian Nobility of the German Nation (August 1520) 
• On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church (October 1520) 
• On the Freedom of the Christian (November 1520) 
• Commentary on Galatians (1535) 

• Project Wittenberg (www.projectwittenberg.org) 
• Lutheran confessions: www.bookofconcord.org 
• Freedom of the Christian: http://www.spucc.org/sites/default/files/

Luther%20Freedom.pdf 

Conclusion 
• In some ways, a late medieval man. 

✴ Salvation, hell, death, judgment, devils. 
• In other ways, the first modern. 

✴ Personal experience is the foundation. 
✴ Individual journey of faith to God. 
✴ Shrewd user of modern media.  
✴ A person of extraordinary charisma and courage. 
✴ Triggered the breakdown of Christendom and the beginnings of 

secularisation 

Conversation 
 

http://www.spucc.org/sites/default/files/Luther%20Freedom.pdf
http://www.spucc.org/sites/default/files/Luther%20Freedom.pdf
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2.  Sola Scriptura 

Where in the writings? 

Sola scriptura is often described as the formal principle of the Reformation, as opposed 
to sola fide and sola gratia which are the material principles. This must be qualified, on 
two grounds. First, the distinction between formal and material principles dates from as 
recently as the nineteenth century. Secondly, although there are passages from 
Reformation times in which the words sola and scriptura appear in close proximity, sola 
scriptura as a formula or a slogan post-dates the Reformation.  

A.N.S. Lane 
Luther 1539 

Herein I follow the example of St. Augustine, who was, among other things, the first and 
almost the only one who determined to be subject to the Holy Scriptures alone (allein 
der heiligen Schrift unterworfen seyn), and independent of the books of all the fathers 
and saints. On account of that he got into a fierce fight with St. Jerome, who reproached 
him by pointing to the books of his forefathers; but he did not turn to them. And if the 
example of St. Augustine had been followed, the pope would not have become 
Antichrist, and that countless mass of books, which is like a crawling swarm of vermin 
(Gewürm und Geschwürm der Bücher), would not have found its way into the church, 
and the Bible would have remained on the pulpit.  

Luther (1517) The 95 Theses 

1. Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, in saying “Do penance . . . ,” wanted the entire life 
of the  
faithful to be one of penitence.  

2. This phrase cannot be understood as referring to sacramental Penance, that is, 
confession and satisfaction as administered by the clergy.  

5. The pope neither desires nor is able to remit any penalties except those imposed by 
his own discretion or that of the canons.  

6. The pope cannot remit any guilt except by declaring and confirming its remission by 
God or, of course, by remitting guilt in [legal] cases reserved to himself. In showing 
contempt regarding such cases, the guilt would certainly remain.  

18. It neither seems proved—either by any logical arguments or by Scripture—that souls 
in purgatory are outside a state of merit, that is, unable to grow in love.  

53 People who forbid the preaching of the Word of God in some churches altogether in 
order that indulgences may be preached in others are enemies of Christ and the pope.  

54An injustice is done to the Word of God when, in the very same sermon, equal or 
more time is spent on indulgences than on the Word.  

1518 The Heidelberg Disputation (25 April) 

13 Free will, after [the fall into] sin, exists in name 
only, and when “it does what is within it,” it commits a 
mortal sin. The first part is clear, for the will is captive 
and subject to sin. Not that it is nothing but that it is 
not free except to do evil. According to John 8[:34, 
36], “Everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. . . . 
So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed.” Hence St. Augustine says in his book The 
Spirit and the Letter, “Free will without grace has the 
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power to do nothing but sin”; and in the second book of Against Julian, “You call the will 
free, but in fact it is an enslaved will,” and in many other places. The second part is clear 
from what has been said above and from the verse in Hos. 13[:9], “Israel, you are 
bringing misfortune upon yourself, for your salvation is alone with me etc.”  

14 Free will, after [the fall into] sin, has the power to do good only passively, but always 
has the power to do evil actively. Just as a dead person can do something vis-à-vis life 
only passively, but, while living, a person can also do something actively toward death.  

Free will, however, is dead, as demonstrated by the dead whom the Lord has raised up, 
as the holy teachers of the church say. St. Augustine, moreover, proves this same thesis 
in his various writings against the Pelagians.  

 
1518 The Diet of Augsburg (October 12 to 18)  

I, who debated and sought the truth could not have 
done wrong by such inquiry, much less be compelled 
to recant, without having been heard or convicted.  

Today I declare publicly that I am not conscious of 
having said anything contrary to Holy Scripture, the 
church fathers, the papal decretals, or right reason. All 
that I have said today seems to me to have been 
sensible, true, and catholic.  

These and many other explicit passages lead me 
inexorably to the position stated above. For this reason, Most Reverend Father in Christ, 
since you are blessed by divine favour with unusual gifts, especially with keen judgment, 
I humbly beg Your Most Reverend highness to deal leniently with me,  to have 
compassion with my conscience, to show me how I may understand this doctrine 
differently, and not to compel me to revoke those things which I must believe according 
to the testimony of my conscience. As long as these Scripture passages stand, I cannot 
do otherwise, for I know that one must obey God rather than mortals [Acts 5:29].  
 

The Leipzig Debate 1519 
In the first place, when secular authority has been 
used against them, they have made decrees and 
declared that secular authority has no jurisdiction over 
them, but that, on the contrary, spiritual authority is 
above secular authority. In the second place, when the 
attempt is made to reprove them with the Scriptures, 
they raise the objection that only the pope may 
interpret the Scriptures. In the third place, if 
threatened with a council, their story is that no one 
may summon a council but the pope.  

Therefore, their claim that only the pope may interpret Scripture is an outrageous 
fancied fable.  

They cannot produce a single letter [of Scripture] to maintain that the interpretation of 
Scripture or the confirmation of its interpretation belongs to the pope alone.  

They themselves have usurped this power.  
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On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church (1520) 

For while I denied the divine authority of the papacy, I still admitted its human authority. 
But after hearing and reading the super-subtle subtleties of these showoffs, with which 
they so adroitly prop up their idol (for my mind is not altogether unteachable in these 
matters), I now know for certain that the papacy is the kingdom of Babylon and the 
power of Nimrod, the mighty hunter.  

The Diet of Worms (1521)  

Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the 
Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust either 
in the pope or in councils alone, since it is well known 
that they have often erred and contradicted 
themselves),  

I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my 
conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot 
and will not recant anything, since it is neither safe nor 
right to go against conscience. May God help me. 
Amen  
 
Thomas Müntzer (1489-1525)  
In these matters, which concern the spoken, external 
word, it must be firmly maintained that God gives 
God’s Spirit or grace to nobody except through or 
with the external word which goes before. We say this 
to protect ourselves from the Enthusiasts, that is, the 
“spirits,” who boast that they have the Spirit apart from 
and before contact with the word. Thereafter, they 
judge, interpret, and twist Scripture or the oral word 
according to their pleasure. Müntzer did this, and 
there are still many doing this today, who wish to be 
shrewd judges between the spirit and the letter without knowing what they say or teach.  

Emser and Erasmus 1521-1527 
• Already in 1521, Hieronymus Emser accused Luther of importing predestination, the 

lack of free will and sola fide into the Scriptures.   
• In 1527, Emser presented to Duke George 607 translation errors in Luther’s New 

Testament (1522).   
✴ The cavalier dismissal of the letter of James. 
✴ The introduction “alone” into Rom 3:21 and 28. 
✴ By works, Paul meant the ritual law and circumcision (NB). 
✴ Varia: Luke 2:14 (good will); Phil 2:13 (good will) etc.  

• Thus, Luther’s theology stands at the centre and not the Scriptures. 

• Erasmus: Justification the real centre of Luther’s theology, which he "smuggles" into 
the Scriptures. 

• Opposed Luther’s denigration of free will (found in Mani, Wycliff, Has and Luther, 
according to Erasmus. Many biblical texts support free will.  

• For Erasmus, the holiness of the Scriptures was central; hence the Bible is above 
reason, obscure and holy.  

• Revelation goes on always in Scripture, through the Spirit. 
• Luther’s teaching on the “clarity” of Scripture is contradicted by the wide (wild?) 

differences among the reformers.  
• Luther thinks he and those who agree with him are the only ones with the true Christ 

and the Holy Spirit. 
• For Luther, the Word of God is really clear and univocal.  
• The Spirit is not independent of the Word.  
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• Without the blood of Christ, the human has not free will and no godly qualities — 
otherwise, Christ would be unnecessary. 

• Solus Christus and sola crux. 

Summary 
The sola in sola scriptura is set against three rivals:  
(i)  The tradition and teaching authority of the church;  
(ii)  Christian experience, and, in particular the phenomenon of prophecy;  
(iii)  Natural revelation and the role and adequacy of human reason.  

Later Reformed reception of sola scriptura  

The Belgic Confession (1561)  
We know him by two means: first, by the creation, preservation, and government of the 
universe; which is before our eyes as a most elegant book, wherein all creatures, great 
and small, are as so many characters leading us to contemplate the invisible things of 
God, namely, his eternal power and Godhead, as the Apostle Paul saith (Rom. i. 20). All 
which things are sufficient to convince men, and leave them without excuse.  

Secondly, he makes himself more clearly and fully known to us by his holy and divine 
Word; that is to say, as far as is necessary for us to know in this life, to his glory and our 
salvation.  

We receive all these books, and these only, as holy and canonical, for the regulation, 
foundation, and confirmation of our faith; believing, without any doubt, all things 
contained in them, not so much because the Church receives and approves them as 
such, but more especially because the Holy Ghost witnesseth in our hearts that they are 
from God, whereof they carry the evidence in themselves. For the very blind are able to 
perceive that the things foretold in them are fulfilling.  

We believe that these Holy Scriptures fully contain the will of God, and that whatsoever 
man ought to believe unto salvation, is sufficiently taught therein. ... nor ought we to 
compare custom, or the great multitude, or antiquity, or succession of times or persons, 
or councils, decrees, or statutes, with the truth of God, for the truth is above all: for all 
men are of themselves liars, and more vain than vanity itself. Therefore we reject with all 
our hearts whatsoever doth not agree with this infallible rule...  

The Formula of Concord (1577)  
We believe, confess, and teach that the only rule and norm, according to which all 
dogmas and all doctors ought to be esteemed and judged, is no other whatever than 
the prophetic and apostolic writings both of the Old and of the New Testament, as it is 
written (Psalm cxix. 105): ‘Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.’ 
And St. Paul saith (Gal. i. 8): ‘Though an angel from heaven preach any other gospel 
unto you, let him be accursed.’  

But other writings, whether of the fathers or of the moderns, with whatever name they 
come, are in nowise to be equalled to the Holy Scriptures, but are all to be esteemed 
inferior to them, so that they be not otherwise received than in the rank of witnesses, to 
show what doctrine was taught after the Apostles’ times also, and in what parts of the 
world that more sound doctrine of the Prophets and Apostles has been preserved.  

The Westminster Confession (1647)  
VI. The whole counsel of God, concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s 
salvation, faith, and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and 
necessary consequence may be deduced from Scripture: unto which nothing at any 
time is to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men. 
Nevertheless we acknowledge the inward illumination of the Spirit of God to be 
necessary for the saving understanding of such things as are revealed in the Word.  
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X. The Supreme Judge, by which all controversies of 
religion are to be determined, and all decrees of 
councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men, 
and private spirits, are to be examined, and in whose 
sentence we are to rest, can be no other but the Holy 
Spirit speaking in the Scripture.  

The shape of sola scriptura 
TO  no tradition at all; “unbiblical, illogical and   
 unworkable.” 
TI  This is the traditional primacy of scripture , under  
 the regula fidei. 
TII  Scripture and Tradition as two sources.  
TIII  Papal Magisterium  

Conversation 
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3.  Indulgences 

• Introduction 
✴ A definition 
✴ Two anecdotes 

• Backgrounds 
✴ Shortening penances 
✴ The Irish Penitentials 
✴ Sacrament of Penance 
✴ The emergence of “indulgences” 
✴ Jubilee years 

• Contexts 
✴ Context 1: the rebuilding of St Peter’s  
✴ Context 2: the Archbishop of Mainz 
✴ Context 3: John Tetzel OP 
✴ Context 4: Frederick the Wise 
✴ Context 5: Luther 

• And today? 
✴ Lutheran-Catholic Joint Declaration on Justification 
✴ Current practice? 

A definition 

• 1471 The doctrine and practice of indulgences in the Church are closely linked to the 
effects of the sacrament of Penance. 

• What is an indulgence? 
• "An indulgence is a remission before God of the temporal punishment due to sins 

whose guilt has already been forgiven, which the faithful Christian who is duly 
disposed gains under certain prescribed conditions through the action of the Church 
which, as the minister of redemption, dispenses and applies with authority the 
treasury of the satisfactions of Christ and the saints."  

• "An indulgence is partial or plenary according as it removes either part or all of the 
temporal punishment due to sin." Indulgences may be applied to the living or the 
dead. 

Two anecdotes 

1975 
2016 

Shortening penances 

• North Africa and the Decian persecution 
• Lapsi and Libelli  
• Cyprian of Carthage 
• Council of Epaone (September 517)  

✴ Canon 29 reduced to two years the penance that apostates were to undergo 
on their return to the Church, but obliged them to fast one day in three 
during those two years, to come to church and take their place at the 
penitents' door, and to leave with the catechumens. Any who objected to the 
new arrangement were to observe the much longer ancient penance. 

Sacrament of Penance 

• Ancient practice: penance during Lent, with absolution and re-admission at Easter. 
✴ In this case, penance was a text of sincerity. 

• Irish development: first absolution and then penance. 
✴ In this case, penance was a punishment. 

Irish Penitentials 
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• The Penitential of Cummean counselled a priest to take into consideration in 
imposing a penance, the penitent's strengths and weaknesses. 

• Those who could not fast were obliged instead to recite daily a certain number of 
psalms, to give alms, or perform some other penitential exercise as determined by 
the confessor. 

• Some penances could be commuted through payments or substitutions. While the 
sanctions in early penitentials, such as that of Gildas, were primarily act of 
mortification or in some cases excommunication, the inclusion of fines in later 
compilations derive from secular law, and indicate a church becoming assimilated 
into the larger society.  

• Recidivism was always possible, and the commutation of sentence by payment of 
cash perpetuated the notion that salvation could be bought.   

Indulgences 

• By the tenth century, some penances were not replaced but merely reduced in 
connection with pious donations, pilgrimages, and similar meritorious works.  

• Then, in the 11th and 12th centuries, the recognition of the value of these works 
began to become associated not so much with canonical penance but with remission 
of the temporal punishment due to sin.  

• A particular form of the commutation of penance was practiced at the time of the 
Crusades when the confessor required the penitent to go on a Crusade in place of 
some other penance.  

• The earliest record of a plenary indulgence was Pope Urban II's declaration at the 
Council of Clermont (1095) that he remitted all penance incurred by crusaders who 
had confessed their sins in the Sacrament of Penance, considering participation in 
the crusade equivalent to a complete penance. 

• Indulgences were intended to offer remission of the temporal punishment due to sin 
equivalent to that someone might obtain by performing a canonical penance for a 
specific period of time.  

• As Purgatory became more prominent in Christian thinking, the idea developed that 
the term of indulgences related to remission of time in Purgatory.  

• Indeed, many Late Medieval indulgences were for terms well over a human lifetime, 
reflecting this belief. 

Jubilee Years 
• In Judaism and Christianity, the concept of the Jubilee is a special year of remission 

of sins and universal pardon. In the Book of Leviticus, a Jubilee year (Hebrew: יובל 
yūḇāl) is mentioned to occur every fiftieth year, during which slaves and prisoners 
would be freed, debts would be forgiven and the mercies of God would be 
particularly manifest. 

• In the face of great suffering, caused by wars and diseases such as the plague 
thousands of pilgrims came to Rome at Christmas in 1299. Cardinal Giacomo 
Gaetani Stefaneschi, the contemporary and counsellor of Pope Boniface VIII, and 
author of a treatise on the first Jubilee, noted that the proclamation of the Jubilee 
owed its origin to the statements of certain aged pilgrims who persuaded Boniface 
that great indulgences had been granted to all pilgrims in Rome about a hundred 
years before. 

• On February 22, 1300, Boniface published the bull "Antiquorum habet fida relatio", 
in which, appealing vaguely to the precedent of past ages, he declared "...the most 
full, pardon of all their sins", to those who fulfil certain conditions.  

• These are, first, that being truly penitent they confess their sins, and secondly, that 
they visit the basilicas of St. Peter and St. Paul in Rome, at least once a day for a 
specified time—in the case of the inhabitants of the city for thirty days, in the case of 
strangers for fifteen. 

In summary 
• Commutation 
• The treasury of merit 
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• Penance and temporal punishment 
• Jubilee years 
• NB Potential for abuse was long recognised 

Contexts 

Rebuilding of St Peter’s Basilica 

• Julius II (1505) 
• Competition 
• Succession of architects over 120 years 

 

• Leo X Medici (r. 1513-1521) 
• John Tetzel OP preached indulgences for the rebuilding 

of the greatest church in Christendom 

Albrecht of Mainz 

• Albrecht of Brandenburg (1490-1545) 
• Archbishop of Magdeburg (1513) 
• Archbishop and Elector of Mainz (1514) 
• Cardinal (1518) 

• Albrecht borrowed 21,000 ducats from Jacob  Fugger 
of Augsburg to pay for his elevation.  

• 1 ducat was worth approximately £105 sterling today; 
Albrecht borrowed about £2,205,000, very 
approximately. 

• To repay the loan, he got permission from Leo X to sell 
indulgences in his dioceses, with half the money to go 
to the rebuilding of St Peter’s and half to go to the 
Fuggers.  

• John Tetzel OP was appointed preacher.  



�18

John Tetzel OP 

• Teztel (1465-1519) was a German Dominican friar. 
As soon as the gold in the casket rings,  
the rescued soul to heaven springs. 

• This is not official Catholic doctrine. 
• Reformation vituperation: the mother of God (!)  

Don't you hear the voices of your dead parents and other relatives crying out, "Have 
mercy on us, for we suffer great punishment and pain. From this, you could release us 
with a few alms . . . We have created you, fed you, cared for you and left you our 
temporal goods. Why do you treat us so cruelly and leave us to suffer in the flames, 
when it takes only a little to save us?  

Frederick the Wise 

• Frederick III (1463-1525) 
• Elector of Saxony (1486-1525) 
• He did not allow the preaching of indulgences in his territory. 
• He remained Catholic but protected Luther. 

Martin Luther 

• Theses for disputation. 
• Sent to the Archbishop of Mainz. 
• Albrecht sent them to Rome. 
• Leo X and the Augustinians. 

Luther (1517) The 95 Theses 

1. Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, in saying “Do penance . . . ,” wanted the entire life 
of the  
faithful to be one of penitence.  

2. This phrase cannot be understood as referring to sacramental Penance, that is, 
confession and satisfaction as administered by the clergy.  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5. The pope neither desires nor is able to remit 
any penalties except those imposed by his own 
discretion or that of the canons.  

6. The pope cannot remit any guilt except by 
declaring and confirming its remission by God 
or, of course, by remitting guilt in [legal] cases 
reserved to himself. In showing contempt 
regarding such cases, the guilt would certainly 
remain.  

18. It neither seems proved—either by any logical 
arguments or by Scripture—that souls in 
purgatory are outside a state of merit, that is, 
unable to grow in love.  

53 People who forbid the preaching of the Word 
of God in some churches altogether in order 
that indulgences may be preached in others are 
enemies of Christ and the pope.  

54An injustice is done to the Word of God when, 
in the very same sermon, equal or more time is 
spent on indulgences than on the Word.  

Luther excommunicated 

• Exurge Domine (15 June 1520) 
• Decet Romanum Pontificem (3 January 1521) 

Arise, O Lord, and judge your own cause. Remember your reproaches to those who are 
filled with foolishness all through the day. Listen 
to our prayers, for foxes have arisen seeking to 
destroy the vineyard whose winepress you alone 
have trod. When you were about to ascend to 
your Father, you committed the care, rule, and 
administration of the vineyard, an image of the 
triumphant church, to Peter, as the head and 
your vicar and his successors. The wild boar from 
the forest seeks to destroy it and every wild 
beast feeds upon it. 

We would make known to all the small store that 
Martin, his followers and the other rebels have 
set on God and his Church by their obstinate 
and shameless temerity. We would protect the 
herd from one infectious animal, lest its infection 
spread to the healthy ones.  

Hence we lay the following injunction on each 
and every patriarch, archbishop, bishop, on the 
prelates of patriarchal, metropolitan, cathedral 
and collegiate churches, and on the religious of 
every Order—even the mendicants—privileged or 
unprivileged, wherever they may be stationed: 
that in the strength of their vow of obedience 
and on pain of the sentence of 
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excommunication, they shall, if so required in the execution of these presents, publicly 
announce and cause to be announced by others in their churches, that this same Martin 
and the rest are excommunicate, accursed, condemned, heretics, hardened, interdicted, 
deprived of possessions and incapable of owning them, and so listed in the 
enforcement of these presents.  
Three days will be given: we pronounce canonical warning and allow one day’s notice 
on the first, another on the second, but on the third peremptory and final execution of 
our order.  

This shall take place on a Sunday or some other festival, when a large congregation 
assembles for worship.  

The banner of the cross shall be raised, the bells rung, the candles lit and after a time 
extinguished, cast on the ground and trampled under foot, and the stones shall be cast 
forth three times, and the other ceremonies observed which are usual in such cases.  

The faithful Christians, one and all, shall be enjoined strictly to shun these men. 

Luther 

• In keeping with Augustinian and Catholic tradition, Luther taught that all was grace. 
• There can be no meriting before God — original sin has harmed the human being too 

deeply. 
• At the centre stands the cross of Jesus, who really did merit our salvation.  
• Believers access this grace by faith (alone).  
• The 1999 Joint Declaration was true milestone.  

Joint Declaration on Justification 

38.According to Catholic understanding, good works, made possible by grace and the 
working of the Holy Spirit, contribute to growth in grace, so that the righteousness that 
comes from God is preserved and communion with Christ is deepened.  

When Catholics affirm the "meritorious" character of good works, they wish to say that, 
according to the biblical witness, a reward in heaven is promised to these works. Their 
intention is to emphasise the responsibility of persons for their actions, not to contest the 
character of those works as gifts, or far less to deny that justification always remains the 
unmerited gift of grace. 

39.The concept of a preservation of grace and a growth in grace and faith is also held by 
Lutherans. They do emphasise that righteousness as acceptance by God and sharing in 
the righteousness of Christ is always complete. At the same time, they state that there 
can be growth in its effects in Christian living.  

When they view the good works of Christians as the fruits and signs of justification and 
not as one's own "merits", they nevertheless also understand eternal life in accord with 
the New Testament as unmerited "reward" in the sense of the fulfilment of God's promise 
to the believer. 

The Year of Mercy (2016) 

22. A Jubilee also entails the granting of indulgences. This practice will acquire an even 
more important meaning in the Holy Year of Mercy. God’s forgiveness knows no bounds. 
In the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God makes even more evident his love 
and its power to destroy all human sin.  

Reconciliation with God is made possible through the paschal mystery and the 
mediation of the Church. Thus God is always ready to forgive, and he never tires of 
forgiving in ways that are continually new and surprising.  
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Nevertheless, all of us know well the experience of sin. We know that we are called to 
perfection (cf. Mt 5:48), yet we feel the heavy burden of sin. Though we feel the 
transforming power of grace, we also feel the effects of sin typical of our fallen state. 
Despite being forgiven, the conflicting consequences of our sins remain.  
In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, God forgives our sins, which he truly blots out; and 
yet sin leaves a negative effect on the way we think and act. But the mercy of God is 
stronger even than this. It becomes indulgence on the part of the Father who, through 
the Bride of Christ, his Church, reaches the pardoned sinner and frees him from every 
residue left by the consequences of sin, enabling him to act with charity, to grow in love 
rather than to fall back into sin. 

Towards a conclusion 

• History helps — we can see how things developed.  
• There are some (deeply) buried insights. 
• The indulgence system was certainly abused.  
• The constant forgiveness of God is the key. 

Conversation 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4.  Paul and Luther 

Sequence 
• 1517-2017 
• The crisis of the Reformation 
• The Lutheran “reading” of Paul 
• 1977 “Paul and Palestinian Judaism” 
• Two key issues: Works of the Law and Faith of 

Christ 
• Three key letters: Philippians, Galatians and 

Romans 
• Does it matter? 

1517-2017 
• 500 years 
• The Christian project today 
• 1999 Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of 

Justification 

The crisis of the Reformation 
• Not simple at all 
• Late mediaeval Catholicism 
• Works: commutation of punishment, pilgrimages, penances, Masses 
• Indulgences in particular 
• John Tetzel OP 
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• Martin Luther OSA and his reading of St Paul 
• Grace, scripture, faith 

Matthew 4:17 
• Exinde coepit Iesus praedicare et dicere  
• paenitentiam agite (lit. do penance) adpropinquavit 

enim regnum caelorum 
• Apo tote ērxato ho Iēsous kēryssein kai legein;  
• metanoeite; ēggiken gar hē basileia tōn ouranōn. 
• From that time Jesus began to proclaim,  
• “Convert, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  

Galatians and Romans 

Galatians 
Context? 
Purpose? 
Date? 
Teaching? 

Romans 
Context? 
Purpose? 
Date? 
Teaching 

• Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in 
Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith 
in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be 
justified. (Galatians 2:16) 

• Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing 
with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being 
perfected by the flesh? Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 
Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by 
works of the law, or by hearing with faith— just as Abraham “believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness”? (Galatians 3:2–6) 

• For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through 
the law comes knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:20)    

• Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from 
works of the law. (Romans 3:27–28) 

Lutheran Reading of Paul 
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• Judaism was a religion which was hide-bound by regulations, the fulfilment of which 
earned the adherent God’s grace, putting the person in credit before God.  

• Evidence for this would be the punctilious observance of Sabbath and kashrut, the 
vast quantities of prayer to be recited daily and especially on the Sabbath.  

• An unhealthy combination of smug piety and anxious fulfilment of legal 
requirements.  

• It was proposed Judaism has a theology of the treasury of merits along the lines of 
the doctrine of indulgences, without, however, the “benefit” of sacraments for the 
transfer of merit.  

1977: Paul and Palestinian Judaism 
• EP Sanders (1977) 
• The New Perspective (JD Dunn) 

The New Perspective 

• Judaism is a religion of grace and election 
• There is no doctrine of earning salvation 
• Interesting theology of grace which paradoxically combines gift and commitment 
• No original sin 

Works of the Law 
• If not meritorious, what were they? 
• Ritual Law: Circumcision, kashrut, Sabbath 
• Identity markers of Judaism 
• Observance neither earned nor accumulated merit 

Pistis Christou / πίστις Χριστοῦ 
• Pistis Christou / πίστις Χριστοῦ 
• Philippians 3:9 
• Galatians 2:16, 20; 3:22 (3:26) 
• Romans 3:22   
• Translation matters greatly 
• Objective genitive: through (our) faith in Christ 
• Subjective genitive: through the faith(fulness) of Christ 

Agents Opponents Key error Key truth

Paul Judaizers Works of the Law Faith

Martin Luther Catholics Meritorious works Faith (alone)

New English Translation (NET) English Standard Version (ESV)
Phil 3:8 More than that, I now regard 
all things as liabilities compared to the 
far greater value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things—indeed, 
I regard them as dung!–that I may 
gain Christ, 9 and be found in him, not 
because I have my own righteousness 
derived from the law, but because I 
have the righteousness that comes 
by way of Christ’s faithfulness–a 
righteousness from God that is in 
fact based on Christ’s faithfulness.

Phil 3:8 Indeed, I count everything as 
loss because of the surpassing worth 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things and count them as rubbish, in 
order that I may gain Christ 9 and be 
found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which comes 
through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that 
depends on faith—
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• Literally the Greek translates “the faith of Jesus Christ.”  
• In Philippians and Romans, the sense seems certainly to be the faith that Christ had, 

the faith which he exhibited. 

This may help us when reading Galatians 

Gal 2:15   We are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners, 16 yet we know that  
no one is   justified  
     by the works of the law  
      but by the faithfulness of Jesus Christ.  
And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that  
we may be   justified   by the faithfulness of Christ  
and not     by the works of the law,  
because     by the works of the law  
no one will be  justified. 

Rom 3:21 But now apart from the law 
the righteousness of God (which is 
attested by the law and the prophets) 
has been disclosed– 22 namely, the 
righteousness of God through the 
faithfulness of Jesus Christ for all 
who believe. For there is no 
distinction, 23 for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God. 24 But 
they are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus.  
25 God publicly displayed him at his 
death as the mercy seat accessible 
through faith. This was to 
demonstrate his righteousness, 
because God in his forbearance had 
passed over the sins previously 
committed. 26 This was also to 
demonstrate his righteousness in the 
present time, so that he would be just 
and the justifier of the one who lives 
because of Jesus’ faithfulness.

Rom 3:21   But now the righteousness 
of God has been manifested apart 
from the law, although the Law and 
the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the 
righteousness of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 
For there is no distinction: 23 for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, 24 and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  
25 whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith. This was to show 
God’s righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed 
over former sins. 26 It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so 
that he might be just and the justifier 
of the one who has faith in Jesus.

New English Translation (NET) English Standard Version (ESV)
Gal 3:22 But the scripture imprisoned 
everything and everyone under sin so 
that the promise could be given—
because of the faithfulness of Jesus 
Christ—to those who believe.

Gal 3:22 But the Scripture imprisoned 
everything under sin, so that the 
promise by faith in Jesus Christ 
might be given to those who believe.

Gal 2:16 yet we know that no one is 
justified by the works of the law but 
by the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. 
And we have come to believe in 
Christ Jesus, so that we may be 
justified by the faithfulness of Christ 
and not by the works of the law, 
because by the works of the law no 
one will be justified.

Gal 2:16 yet we know that a person is 
not justified by works of the law but 
through faith in Jesus Christ, so we 
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in 
order to be justified by faith in Christ 
and not by works of the law, because 
by works of the law no one will be 
justified.
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Gal 2:17 But if while seeking to be justified in Christ we ourselves have also been found 
to be sinners, is Christ then one who encourages sin? Absolutely not! 18 But if I build up 
again those things I once destroyed, I demonstrate that I am one who breaks God’s law.  
 19 For through the law I died to the law so that I may live to God.  
 20 I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, but    
 Christ lives in me.  
 So the life I now live in the body, I live because of the faithfulness of the  
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  
21 I do not set aside God’s grace, because if righteousness could come through the 
law, then Christ died for nothing! 

Does it matter? 
• It restores Judaism as a religion of election and grace 
• It reads Paul in the context of his day 
• The “vertical” metaphysics of grace? 
• The “horizontal” politics of belonging? 
• The Augustinian, Scholastic and Lutheran reading 

• It disturbs one of the pillars of the Reformation 
• Anachronistically: Paul was not a Lutheran 
• It opens up a different basis for dialogue between the Churches 
• It offers a different “spirituality” based not on “my” faith but on the faithfulness of 

Christ himself  
• It may mean that the 1999 Agreed Declaration is necessary only in the light of 16th 

century debates 

• Not everyone agrees 
• It does change a great deal 
• It throws up an interesting theology of the Cross 
• It portrays Jesus as having faith 
• It makes the issue relevant to today 

Conversation 


