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Historical and social questions

1. Did Paul write it?

2. Is it all one letter or a compilation?

3. When what it written?

4. To whom?

5. In what circumstances?

6. Does the letter reflect the culture of the time 
(religion, literature, popular philosophy)?
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Literary questions

7. Can the units of argument be delimited?

8. Does it conform to the conventions of a letter?

9. Does it make us of the conventions of rhetoric?

10. Does the letter have an overall structure?
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Theological questions

11. What are the main arguments / theologies?

12. Does the theology differ from previous and 
subsequent letters?

13. Does this ancient document speak to us today?
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Finding the kernel…

Mark 12:28   One of the scribes 
came near and heard them 
disputing with one another, and 
seeing that he answered them 
well, he asked him, “Which 
commandment is the first of all?”  
29 Jesus answered, “The first is, 
‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, 
the Lord is one;  30 you shall love 
the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind, and with all 
your strength.’  31 The second is 
this, ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than 
these.”

32 Then the scribe said to him, 
“You are right, Teacher; you have 
truly said that ‘he is one, and 
besides him there is no other’;  33 
and ‘to love him with all the heart, 
and with all the understanding, and 
with all the strength,’ and ‘to love 
one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is 
much more important than all 
whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices.”  34 When Jesus saw 
that he answered wisely, he said to 
him, “You are not far from the 
kingdom of God.” After that no one 
dared to ask him any question. 
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Finding the kernel…

Rom. 13:8   Owe no one 
anything, except to love 
one another; for the one 
who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 

Rom. 13:10 Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; 
therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 

Gal. 5:14 For the whole 
law is summed up in a 
single commandment, 
“You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 

James 2:8   You do well 
if you really fulfill the 
royal law according to 
the scripture, “You shall 
love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 
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Finding the kernel…

Rom. 15:7    Welcome one another, 
therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, 
for the glory of God.  8 For I tell you that 
Christ has become a servant of the 
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in 
order that he might confirm the promises 
given to the patriarchs,  9 and in order that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. 
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Finding the kernel…

Gal. 5:2   Listen! I, Paul, am telling you that if you 
let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no 
benefit to you.  3 Once again I testify to every man 
who lets himself be circumcised that he is obliged to 
obey the entire law.  4 You who want to be justified 
by the law have cut yourselves off from Christ; you 
have fallen away from grace.  5 For through the 
Spirit, by faith, we eagerly wait for the hope of 
righteousness.  6 For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything; 
the only thing that counts is faith working through 
love. 
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Summary here..

1Th. 1:9 For the people of those regions 
report about us what kind of welcome 
we had among you, and how you turned 
to God from idols, to serve a living and 
true God,  10 and to wait for his Son 
from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the 
wrath that is coming. 
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9. The Conventions of Rhetoric

Deliberative Forensic Display

Location Senate Law Court Forum

Object Policy Justice Honour

Method Persuasion or 
dissuasion

Attack or 
defence

Praise or 
blame

Audience Decision Judgement Applause

Time Future Past Present
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Attempts at Dispositio

Jewett Hughes Kennedy Wuellner

Introduction 1:1-5 1:1-10 1:2-10 1:1-10

Refutation 2:1-8

Facts 1:6-3:10 2:1-3:10 2:9-3:13

Thesis 3:11-13 1:9-10

Proofs 4:1-5:22 4:1-5:5 5:1-5:22 2:1-3:13 + 
4:1-5:22

Peroration 5:23-28 5:4-11 5:23-28 5:23-28

Exhortation 5:12-22

Conclusion 5:23-28
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An alternative

Verses Semantic Field Marker Frame Rivet

1:1

1:2-10 Kerygma 1:1-2, 8-10 Welcome 1:9 and 
2:1

2:1-3:13 Relationships 2:1 Holiness 3:13 and 
4:2

4:1-12 Holiness 4:1 4:1, 12

4:13-5:11 Apocalyptic 4:13 3:13, 18, 5:11 Exhort 5:11 and 
5:14

5:12-27 Exhortation 5:12 5:12, 27

5:28
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An alternative

Letter Speech (Rhetoric)

1:1 Superscript

1:2-10 Thanksgiving Introduction

1:9-10 Thesis in 3 parts

2:1-3:12 Body Proof 1: Relationships

4:1-12 Proof 2: Holiness

4:13-5:11 Proof 3: End-time issues

5:12-27 Exhortations Peroration

5:28 Postscript
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Propositio / Partitio?

1Th. 1:9 For the people of those regions report about us 
what kind of welcome we had among you, 		 [ = 
2:1-3:12]

and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living 
and true God, 	 	 	 	 	 [ = 
4:1-12]

10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that 
is coming. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 [ = 
4:13-5:11]
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Reading the Text

Task: re-reading:

Proofs	 	 Nos. 1, 2 and 3

Thesis	 	 1:9-10 (= partitio)

Introduction	 1:2-10

Conclusion	 5:12-27
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1Th. 1:2   We always give thanks to God for all of 
you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3 
remembering before our God and Father your work 
of faith and labour of love and steadfastness of 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  4 For we know, 
brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 
chosen you,  5 because our message of the gospel 
came to you not in word only, but also in power 
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just 
as you know what kind of persons we proved to be 
among you for your sake.  6 And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy 
inspired by the Holy Spirit,  7 so that you became 
an example to all the believers in Macedonia and 
in Achaia.  8 For the word of the Lord has sounded 
forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, 
but in every place your faith in God has become 
known, so that we have no need to speak about it.  
9 For the people of those regions report about us 
what kind of welcome we had among you, and how 
you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and 
true God,  10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues 
us from the wrath that is coming. 

1Th. 5:12   But we appeal to you, brothers 
and sisters, to respect (lit. to know) those 
who labour among you, and have charge of 
you in the Lord and admonish you;  13 
esteem them very highly in love because of 
their work. Be at peace among yourselves.  
14 And we urge you, beloved, to admonish 
the idlers, encourage the faint hearted, 
help the weak, be patient with all of 
them.  15 See that none of you repays evil 
for evil, but always seek to do good to one 
another and to all.  16 Rejoice always,  17 
pray without ceasing,  18 give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.  19 Do not quench the 
Spirit.  20 Do not despise the words of 
prophets,  21 but test everything; hold fast 
to what is good;  22 abstain from every 
form of evil. 

1Th. 5:23   May the God of peace himself 
sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit 
and soul and body be kept sound and 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 24 The one who calls you is 
faithful, and he will do this. 
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Towards a conclusion

 Notice the methods being applied before doing the theology

 1Thessalonians = earliest surviving Christian document

 We can locate the letter in the life and mission of Paul

 Written during the second missionary journey, from Corinth

 The content is certainly concrete (contingent), dealing with 
immediate concerns of the Thessalonians

 The content can also be placed into a larger (coherent) view 
of Pauline theology, which is our next task
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