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The context…

1. Order and Well-being (Delphi, 
capricious, Tyche, monotheism)

2. Death (mystery religions, Isis, Cabiri)
3. How to live / behave? (Early 

Christianity, “schema”)
• Trade guilds
• Abolition of social stratification
• Civil authorities
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Overview
(1) God and Father

(a) The Language of the Relationship with God x36

(b) The Configuration of the relationship with God

(i)  Not an idol: but living and true 
(ii)  God called “father” 
(iii)  Controls history / can be angry
(iv)  God raised Jesus and raises the dead
(v)  The Thessalonians are in the church of God 
(vi)  God gives the Thessalonians his Word, his Gospel, his Spirit, “taught by 

God” 
(vii)  God desires our santification and our salvation, 
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Overview
(2) Jesus 

(a) Historical Jesus 
(b) Risen Jesus 
(c) Present Relationship 
(d) Future Jesus

(3) Life in community

(a) Called, elected and chosen
(b) Attitudes of faith, hope and love (waiting): 
(c) Prayer 
(d) Actions

– In relation to outsiders and personally 
(ii)  Within the community 
(iii)  Encouragement
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(1) God and Father

(a) The Language of the Relationship 
with God.	“God” x36

1Th. 1:1-4, 8-9, 2:2, 4-5, 8-10, 12-15; 3:2, 
9, 11, 13; 4:1, 3, 5, 7-8, 14, 16; 5:18, 
23
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(i) God as such
1Th. 1:9 For the people of those regions 
report about us what kind of welcome we had 
among you, and how you turned to God from 
idols, to serve a living and true God, 

1Th. 4:5 not with lustful passion, like the 
Gentiles who do not know God;   

1Th. 1:9 For the people of those regions 
report about us what kind of welcome we had 
among you, and how you turned to God from 
idols, to serve a living and true God, 

1Th. 1:4 For we know, brothers and sisters 
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 

1Th. 5:23 May the God of peace himself 
sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and 
soul and body be kept sound and blameless 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  24 
The one who calls you is faithful, and he will 
do this. 

1Th. 4:3 For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification: that you abstain from 
fornication;

1Th. 2:18 For we wanted to come to you—
certainly I, Paul, wanted to again and again—
but Satan blocked our way. 

1Th. 3:5 For this reason, when I could bear it 
no longer, I sent to find out about your faith; I 
was afraid that somehow the tempter had 
tempted you and that our labour had been in 
vain.
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(ii) God is called “father”
1Th. 1:1 Paul, Silvanus, and 
Timothy, To the church of the 
Thessalonians in God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to 
you and peace. 

1Th. 1:3 remembering before our 
God and Father your work of faith 
and labor of love and steadfastness 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1Th. 3:11 Now may our God and 
Father himself and our Lord Jesus 
direct our way to you. 

1Th. 3:13 And may he so 
strengthen your hearts in holiness 
that you may be blameless before 
our God and Father at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

1Th. 5:5 for you are all children of 
light and children of the day; we 
are not of the night or of darkness.
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(iii) God: history and anger
1Th. 1:4 For we know, brothers and sisters 
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 

1Th. 3:13 And may he so strengthen your 
hearts in holiness that you may be blameless 
before our God and Father at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

1Th. 4:6 that no one wrong or exploit a 
brother or sister in this matter, because the 
Lord is an avenger in all these things, just as 
we have already told you beforehand and 
solemnly warned you. 

1Th. 5:23 May the God of peace himself 
sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and 
soul and body be kept sound and blameless 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

1Th. 1:10 and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead—
Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is 
coming. 

1Th. 2:16 by hindering us from speaking to 
the Gentiles so that they may be saved. Thus 
they have constantly been filling up the 
measure of their sins; but God’s [NB God is 
not in the original] wrath has overtaken 
them at last. 

1Th. 4:6 that no one wrong or exploit a 
brother or sister in this matter, because the 
Lord is an avenger in all these things, just as 
we have already told you beforehand and 
solemnly warned you. 

1Th. 5:9 For God has destined us not for 
wrath but for obtaining salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ,
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(iv) God raised Jesus (+ the dead)

1Th. 1:10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from 
the wrath that is coming. 

1Th. 4:14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him 
those who have died.
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(v) Thessalonians = church of God

1Th. 1:1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of 
the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

1Th. 2:14 For you, brothers and sisters, became 
imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that 
are in Judea, for you suffered the same things from your 
own compatriots as they did from the Jews,

Ekklesia = lit. assembly, a secular word
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(vi) Word, gospel, spirit, taught
1Th. 1:5 because our message of the 
gospel came to you not in word only, but 
also in power and in the Holy Spirit 
and with full conviction; just as you 
know what kind of persons we proved to 
be among you for your sake. 

1Th. 2:2 but though we had already 
suffered and been shamefully 
mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we 
had courage in our God to declare to 
you the gospel of God in spite of great 
opposition. 

1Th. 2:8 So deeply do we care for you 
that we are determined to share with 
you not only the gospel of God but also 
our own selves, because you have 
become very dear to us. 

1Th. 2:13 We also constantly give 
thanks to God for this, that when you 
received the word of God that you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as a 
human word but as what it really is, 
God’s word, which is also at work in 
you believers. 

1Th. 4:8 Therefore whoever rejects this 
rejects not human authority but God, 
who also gives his Holy Spirit to you. 

1Th. 4:9 Now concerning love of the 
brothers and sisters, you do not need to 
have anyone write to you, for you 
yourselves have been taught by God to 
love one another;
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(vii) Holiness, salvation, ethics
1Th. 1:10 and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead
—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath 
that is coming. 

1Th. 3:13 And may he so strengthen 
your hearts in holiness that you may be 
blameless before our God and Father 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all 
his saints. 

1Th. 4:1 Finally, brothers and sisters, 
we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus 
that, as you learned from us how you 
ought to live and to please God (as, in 
fact, you are doing), you should do so 
more and more. 

1Th. 4:3 For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification: that you abstain from 
fornication; 

1Th. 5:9 For God has destined us not 
for wrath but for obtaining salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

1Th. 5:18 give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you. 

1Th. 5:23 May the God of peace himself 
sanctify you entirely; and may your 
spirit and soul and body be kept sound 
and blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.
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Jesus in the Letter

1. Jesus x 16
2. Christ x 10
3. Lord x 24 - almost always in ref. to 

Jesus, although: 1:8; 4:6; 5:2.
4. Son is used once: 1Thess 1:10, 

though elsewhere of disciples 1Thess 
5:5.
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(2) Jesus: (i) Historical Jesus
1Th. 2:14 For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of the churches 
of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you suffered the same things 
from your own compatriots as they did from the Jews,  15 who killed both 
the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out; they displease God 
and oppose everyone.

1Th. 4:14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died.  15 For this 
we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are 
left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have 
died.  16 For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s 
call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and 
the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive, who are left, 
will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the 
air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 
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(2) Jesus: (ii) Risen Jesus

1Th. 4:14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have 
died.  15 For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that 
we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by 
no means precede those who have died.  16 For the Lord himself, 
with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound 
of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ 
will rise first.

1Th. 1:10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is 
coming.
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(2) Jesus: (iii) Present Jesus
1Th. 1:1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in 
God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ:
Grace to you and peace. 

1Th. 1:3 remembering before our God 
and Father your work of faith and labor 
of love and steadfastness of hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

1Th. 1:6 And you became imitators of 
us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with 
joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 

1Th. 1:8 For the word of the Lord has 
sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia 
and Achaia, but in every place your faith in 
God has become known, so that we have no 
need to speak about it. 

1Th. 3:8 For we now live, if you continue to 
stand firm in the Lord. 

1Th. 3:11 Now may our God and Father 
himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 
you.  12 And may the Lord make you 
increase and abound in love for one another 
and for all, just as we abound in love for you.  
13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in 
holiness that you may be blameless before 
our God and Father at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus with all his saints. 
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(2) Jesus: (iii) Present Jesus
1Th. 4:1 Finally, brothers and 
sisters, we ask and urge you in the 
Lord Jesus that, as you learned 
from us how you ought to live and 
to please God (as, in fact, you are 
doing), you should do so more and 
more.  2 For you know what 
instructions we gave you through 
the Lord Jesus. 

1Th. 2:19 For what is our hope or 
joy or crown of boasting before our 
Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not 
you? 

1Th. 4:1 Finally, brothers and 
sisters, we ask and urge you in the 
Lord Jesus that, as you learned 
from us how you ought to live and 
to please God (as, in fact, you are 
doing), you should do so more and 
more.  2 For you know what 
instructions we gave you through 
the Lord Jesus. 

1Th. 4:6 that no one wrong or 
exploit a brother or sister in this 
matter, because the Lord is an 
avenger in all these things, just as 
we have already told you before-
hand and solemnly warned you.
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(2) Jesus: (iv) Future Jesus

1Th. 1:10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 
raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the 
wrath that is coming. 

1Th. 3:11 Now may our God and Father himself and our 
Lord Jesus direct our way to you.  12 And may the 
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one 
another and for all, just as we abound in love for you.  
13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness 
that you may be blameless before our God and Father 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
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(2) Jesus: (iv) Future Jesus

1Th. 4:14 For since we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 
him those who have died.  15 For this we declare to you 
by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are 
left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 
precede those who have died.  16 For the Lord himself, 
with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and 
with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then 
we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the 
clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; 
and so we will be with the Lord forever.
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(2) Jesus: (iv) Future Jesus

1Th. 5:2 For you yourselves know very well that the day 
of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 

1Th. 5:9 For God has destined us not for wrath but for 
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

1Th. 5:23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept 
sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.
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(3) Community: background
1Th. 1:2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in 
our prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your 
work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 
chosen you,  5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in 
word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; 
just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your 
sake.  6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit,  7 so 
that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 
Achaia.  8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become 
known, so that we have no need to speak about it.  9 For the people of 
those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, 
and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God,  10 
and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—
Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.
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(3) a. Called, elected, chosen
1Th. 1:4 For we know, brothers and 
sisters beloved by God, that he has 
chosen you,  5 because our message of 
the gospel came to you not in word only, 
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit 
and with full conviction; just as you 
know what kind of persons we proved to 
be among you for your sake. 

1Th. 2:11 As you know, we dealt with 
each one of you like a father with his 
children,  12 urging and encouraging 
you and pleading that you lead a life 
worthy of God, who calls you into his 
own kingdom and glory.

1Th. 4:7 For God did not call us to 
impurity but in holiness. 

1Th. 5:9 For God has destined us not 
for wrath but for obtaining salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

1Th. 5:23 May the God of peace himself 
sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit 
and soul and body be kept sound and 
blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  24 The one who calls you 
is faithful, and he will do this.
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(3) b. Attitudes - faith, love, hope

1Th. 1:3 remembering before our God 
and Father your work of faith and labor 
of love and steadfastness of hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1Th. 1:8 For the word of the Lord has 
sounded forth from you not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but in every 
place your faith in God has become 
known, so that we have no need to 
speak about it. 

1Th. 1:10 and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead
—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath 
that is coming. 

1Th. 2:19 For what is our hope or joy or 
crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus 
at his coming? Is it not you? 

1Th. 3:2 and we sent Timothy, our 
brother and co-worker for God in 
proclaiming the gospel of Christ, to 
strengthen and encourage you for the 
sake of your faith, 

1Th. 3:5 For this reason, when I could 
bear it no longer, I sent to find out about 
your faith; I was afraid that somehow 
the tempter had tempted you and that 
our labor had been in vain. 
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(3) b. Attitudes - faith, love, hope

1Th. 3:6 But Timothy has just now come 
to us from you, and has brought us the 
good news of your faith and love. He 
has told us also that you always 
remember us kindly and long to see us
—just as we long to see you.  7 For this 
reason, brothers and sisters, during all 
our distress and persecution we have 
been encouraged about you through 
your faith. 

1Th. 3:10 Night and day we pray most 
earnestly that we may see you face to 
face and restore whatever is lacking in 

your faith. 

1Th. 3:12 And may the Lord make you 
increase and abound in love for one 
another and for all, just as we abound in 
love for you. 

1Th. 4:9 Now concerning love of the 
brothers and sisters, you do not need to 
have anyone write to you, for you 
yourselves have been taught by God to 
love one another;  10 and indeed you 
do love all the brothers and sisters 
throughout Macedonia. But we urge 
you, beloved, to do so more and more, 

1Th. 4:13 But we do not want you to be 
uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 
those who have died, so that you may 
not grieve as others do who have no 
hope. 
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(3) b. Attitudes - faith, love, hope

1Th. 4:13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, 
about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who 
have no hope. 

1Th. 5:8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 

Notice the repetition, in the same order.

1Th. 5:13 esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at 
peace among yourselves.
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(3) c. Prayer

1Th. 1:2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 
prayers, constantly

1Th. 2:13 We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received 
the word of God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as 
what it really is, God’s word, which is also at work in you believers. 

1Th. 3:9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel 
before our God because of you?  10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we 
may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

1Th. 5:17 pray without ceasing,  18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

1Th. 5:25 Beloved, pray for us.
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(3) d. Action (i) outsiders / personally  

1Th. 4:1 Finally, brothers and sisters, we ask and urge you in the 
Lord Jesus that, as you learned from us how you ought to live and 
to please God (as, in fact, you are doing), you should do so more 
and more.  2 For you know what instructions we gave you through 
the Lord Jesus.  3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: 
that you abstain from fornication;  4 that each one of you know how 
to control your own body in holiness and honor,  5 not with lustful 
passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God;  6 that no one 
wrong or exploit a brother or sister in this matter, because the Lord 
is an avenger in all these things, just as we have already told you 
beforehand and solemnly warned you.  7 For God did not call us to 
impurity but in holiness.  8 Therefore whoever rejects this rejects 
not human authority but God, who also gives his Holy Spirit to you. 
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(3) d. Action (ii) in the community  

1Th. 4:9 Now concerning love of the brothers 
and sisters, you do not need to have anyone 
write to you, for you yourselves have been 
taught by God to love one another;  10 and 
indeed you do love all the brothers and sisters 
throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, 
beloved, to do so more and more,  11 to aspire 
to live quietly, to mind your own affairs, and to 
work with your hands, as we directed you,  12 
so that you may behave properly toward 
outsiders and be dependent on no one.
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(3) d. Action (ii) in the community  

1Th. 5:12 But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to 
respect those who labour among you, and have charge of 
you in the Lord and admonish you;  13 esteem them very 
highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among 
yourselves.  14 And we urge you, beloved, to admonish the 
idlers, encourage the faint hearted, help the weak, be patient 
with all of them.  15 See that none of you repays evil for evil, 
but always seek to do good to one another and to all.  16 
Rejoice always,  17 pray without ceasing,  18 give thanks in 
all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you.  19 Do not quench the Spirit.  20 Do not despise the 
words of prophets,  21 but test everything; hold fast to what 
is good;  22 abstain from every form of evil.
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(3) d. Action (iii) encouragement  

1Th. 3:2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker for God in 
proclaiming the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you 
for the sake of your faith, 

1Th. 4:18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

1Th. 5:11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each 
other, as indeed you are doing. 

1Th. 5:14 And we urge you, beloved, to admonish the idlers, 
encourage the faint hearted, help the weak, be patient with all of 
them.
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Matera: a summary from 1 Thess.  

Jesus, the Son of God, endured a life of affliction. His 
afflictions were similar to those endured by the Jewish 
prophets of old. Just as the Jewish people killed the 
prophets, so they killed Jesus. The death of Jesus, 
however, played a significant role in God’s plan of 
salvation, for he was God’s son, and God raised him 
from the dead. Christ died on behalf of others, and 
when he returns he will rescue believers from God’s 
wrath and lead them to salvation. Because of Jesus’ 
death, believers enjoy the gift of the Spirit; they are the 
sanctified and elect people of God. (New Testament 
Christology 90-91)
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Practical [and other] Consequences

What to read next?

Joseph Fitzmyer “Pauline Theology”
NJBC § 83:24-80 (i.e. pp. 1388-1402)
James D.G. Dunn “Christology (NT)”
ABD I:983-985)

Then, read appropriate sections in 
Dunn’s Theology of the Apostle Paul
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