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Gal. 3:1 ¶ You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It 
was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly 
exhibited as crucified!  2 The only thing I want to learn from 
you is this: Did you receive the Spirit by doing the works of 
the law or by believing what you heard?  3 Are you so 
foolish? Having started with the Spirit, are you now ending 
with the flesh?  4 Did you experience so much for nothing? 
— if it really was for nothing.  5 Well then, does God supply 
you with the Spirit and work miracles among you by your 
doing the works of the law, or by your believing what you 
heard?
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1. They quote freely verses of scripture as proof 
texts, introduced by standard citation formulae 
such as “as it is said”.

2. They are fond of stringing together long series 
of biblical verses.  By introducing other verses 
the darshanim demonstrate the fundamental 
principle of the unity of scripture.
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1. Qal va-homer 
	 (inference from a less important case to a more 

important)

2. Gezerah shavah 
	 (inference based on the presence in two different 

laws of a common term).
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Gal. 3:6 ¶ Just as Abraham “believed God, and it 
was reckoned to him as righteousness,”  7 so, you 
see, those who believe are the descendants of 
Abraham.  8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the Gentiles by faith, declared the 
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying,  “All the 
Gentiles shall be blessed in you.”  9 For this reason, 
those who believe are blessed with Abraham who 
believed. 
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Gal. 3:10 ¶ For all who rely on the works of the law are 
under a curse; for it is written,  “Cursed is everyone who 
does not observe and obey all the things written in the 
book of the law.”  11 Now it is evident that no one is 
justified before God by the law; for “The one who is 
righteous will live by faith.”  12 But the law does not rest 
on faith; on the contrary,  “Whoever does the works of 
the law will live by them.”  13 Christ redeemed us from 
the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us — for it 
is written,  “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree” —  
14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham 
might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith.
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Gen. 15:6 And he believed the LORD; and the 
LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Gen. 12:3 I will bless those who bless you, and the 
one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

Deut. 27:26 ¶  “Cursed be anyone who does not 
uphold the words of this law by observing them.” 
All the people shall say,  “Amen!” 
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Hab. 2:4 Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, 
but the righteous live by their faith. 

Lev. 18:5 You shall keep my statutes and my ordinances; 
by doing so one shall live: I am the LORD. 

Deut. 21:23 his corpse must not remain all night upon the 
tree; you shall bury him that same day, for anyone hung 
on a tree is under God’s curse. You must not defile the 
land that the LORD your God is giving you for possession.
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v.7	 The Gentiles are Abraham’s descendants 		
	 	 because they are those from faith.
V.8	 God promised Abraham that all the Gentiles 		
	 	 would be blessed in him.
V.9	 Therefore, the Gentiles are blessed with 	 	
	 	 Abraham because they are from faith.
I.e. those who belong to the community of faith established on 
the basis of Christ-faith, and so believe in Christ, have received 
the blessing of Abraham.  

Wednesday 7 October 2009



Gal. 3:10 ¶ For all who rely on the works of the law are under 
a curse; for it is written,  “Cursed is everyone who does not 
observe and obey all the things written in the book of the 
law.”  11 Now it is evident that no one is justified before God 
by the law; for “The one who is righteous will live by faith.”  
12 But the law does not rest on faith; on the contrary,  
“Whoever does the works of the law will live by them.”  13 
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us — for it is written,  “Cursed is everyone who 
hangs on a tree” —  14 in order that in Christ Jesus the 
blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
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Gal. 3:15 ¶ Brothers and sisters, I give an example from daily 
life: once a person’s will has been ratified, no one adds to it 
or annuls it.  16 Now the promises were made to Abraham 
and to his offspring; it does not say,  “And to offsprings,” as of 
many; but it says,  “And to your offspring,” that is, to one 
person, who is Christ.  17 My point is this: the law, which 
came four hundred thirty years later, does not annul a 
covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the 
promise.  18 For if the inheritance comes from the law, it no 
longer comes from the promise; but God granted it to 
Abraham through the promise.

NB this is meant to be an easing of the argument!
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Gal. 3:19 ¶ Why then the law? It was added 
because of transgressions, until the offspring would 
come to whom the promise had been made; and it 
was ordained through angels by a mediator.  20 
Now a mediator involves more than one party; but 
God is one.

NB the last line!

The First Diatribe Question 3:19-20
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Gal. 3:21 ¶ Is the law then opposed to the promises 
of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given 
that could make alive, then righteousness would 
indeed come through the law.  22 But the scripture 
has imprisoned all things under the power of sin, so 
that what was promised through faith in Jesus Christ 
might be given to those who believe.

The Second Diatribe Question 3:21-22
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Gal. 3:23 ¶ Now before faith came, we were imprisoned 
and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed.  
24 Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ 
came, so that we might be justified by faith.  25 But now 
that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a 
disciplinarian,  26 for in Christ Jesus you are all children of 
God through faith.  27 As many of you as were baptised 
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  28 There 
is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one 
in Christ Jesus.  29 And if you belong to Christ, then you 
are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.

Closing Argument 3:23-29
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Gal. 4:1 ¶ My point is this: heirs, as long as they are 
minors, are no better than slaves, though they are the 
owners of all the property;  2 but they remain under 
guardians and trustees until the date set by the father.  3 
So with us; while we were minors, we were enslaved to 
the elemental spirits of the world.  4 But when the fullness 
of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law,  5 in order to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children.  6 And because you are children, God has sent 
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,  “Abba! 
Father!”  7 So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if 
a child then also an heir, through God. 

Peroratio 4:1-7
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