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Before we go anywhere...

1. The agitators are Jewish Christians, who are physically 
descendants of Abraham

2. Paul wants to show that although they are indeed descended from 
Abraham physically, spiritually they are not Abraham’s 
descendants

3. How does he do this?

4. By treating the story of Sarah and Hagar as an allegory

5. Agitators: descended from Sarah and Isaac physically

6. But descended from Hagar and Ishamel spiritually

7. In reality, the Gentiles are the true descendants of Abraham and 
Sarah through Isaac on a spiritual level
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4:21  	
 Tell me, you who desire to be subject to the law, 

	
 will you not listen to the law?  

22 	
For it is written that Abraham had two sons, 

	
 one by a slave woman and the other by a free woman.  

23 	
One, the child of the slave, was born according to the flesh; 

	
 the other, the child of the free woman, 

	
 was born through the promise.  

24 	
Now this is an allegory: these women are two covenants. 

	
 One woman, in fact, is Hagar, from Mount Sinai, 

	
 bearing children for slavery.  

The Allegory (1)
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25 	
Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia 

	
 and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, 

	
 for she is in slavery with her children.  

26 	
But the other woman corresponds to the Jerusalem above; 

	
 she is free, and she is our mother.  

27 	
For it is written,  

	
 “Rejoice, you childless one, you who bear no children, 

	
 burst into song and shout, you who endure no birthpangs; 

	
 for the children of the desolate woman are more numerous 

	
 than the children of the one who is married.” 

The Allegory (2)
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28 	
Now you, my friends, are children of the promise, 
	
 like Isaac.  
29 	
But just as at that time the child 
	
 who was born according to the flesh 
	
 persecuted the child 
	
 who was born according to the Spirit, 
	
 so it is now also.  
30 	
But what does the scripture say? 
	
 “Drive out the slave and her child; 
	
 for the child of the slave will not share the inheritance 
	
 with the child of the free woman.”  

The Allegory (3)
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31 	
   So then, friends, we are children, 

	
 not of the slave but of the free woman.  

1 	
 For freedom Christ has set us free. 

	
 Stand firm, therefore, 

	
 and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

The Allegory (4)
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Gen. 16:1   Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore him no children. She had an Egyptian 
slave-girl whose name was Hagar,  2 and Sarai said to Abram, “You see that the 
LORD has prevented me from bearing children; go in to my slave-girl; it may be that 
I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.  3 So, after 
Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar 
the Egyptian, her slave-girl, and gave her to her husband Abram as a wife.  4 He 
went in to Hagar, and she conceived; and when she saw that she had conceived, she 
looked with contempt on her mistress.  5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong 
done to me be on you! I gave my slave-girl to your embrace, and when she saw that 
she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the LORD judge between 
you and me!”  6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Your slave-girl is in your power; do to 
her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she ran away from her. 

Gen. 16:7   The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, 
the spring on the way to Shur. 

The Original Story
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Gen. 17:1   When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD 
appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk 
before me, and be blameless.  2 And I will make my covenant between 
me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.”  3 Then 
Abram fell on his face; and God said to him,  4 “As for me, this is my 
covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations.  5 No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall 
be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations.  6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make 
nations of you, and kings shall come from you.  7 I will establish my 
covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God 
to you and to your offspring after you. 

The Promise to Abraham
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4:21   Tell me, you who desire to be subject to the law, 

 will you not listen to the law?  

22  For it is written that Abraham had two sons, 

 one by a slave woman and the other by a free woman.  

23  One, the child of the slave, was born according to the flesh; 

 the other, the child of the free woman, 

 was born through the promise.  

24  Now this is an allegory: these women are two covenants. 

 One woman, in fact, is Hagar, from Mount Sinai, 

 bearing children for slavery.  
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V.21 Introduction

 

Gen. 17:18 And Abraham said to God, “O that Ishmael might live in your 
sight!”  19 God said, “No, but your wife Sarah shall bear you a son, and you 
shall name him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting 
covenant for his offspring after him.” 

 

Vv. 22-23

Paul presumes familiarity with the story and hence we may conclude that 
the Teachers had used it.
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•Why should “the” Hagar be identified with Mount Sinai? 
Paul may have associated Hagar with Mount Sinai 
because Sinai is located in Arabia, the land of Hagar’s 
descendants, through Ishmael. 
• So, the identification is based on contemporary geography, 

which is then allowed in colour earlier theology. Even 
today the Arabs and Muslims claim descent from Abraham 
through Ishmael, although a different picture of Ishmael is 
given in the Quran. 
• This geographical shift is a key to understanding Paul 

because from now on he will visit all the negativity of 
“slavery” on the Law. 
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Heb. 12:22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 

Rev. 3:12 If you conquer, I will make you a pillar in the temple of my God; 
you will never go out of it. I will write on you the name of my God, and the 
name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem that comes down from my 
God out of heaven, and my own new name. 

Rev. 21:2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

Rev. 21:10 And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and 
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.
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2Esdr. 7:26 “For indeed the time will come, when the signs that I have foretold to you will 
come to pass, that the city that now is not seen shall appear, and the land that now is 
hidden shall be disclosed. 

2Esdr. 8:52 because it is for you that paradise is opened, the tree of life is planted, the age 
to come is prepared, plenty is provided, a city is built, rest is appointed, goodness is 
established and wisdom perfected beforehand. 

2Esdr. 13:36 And Zion shall come and be made manifest to all people, prepared and built, 
as you saw the mountain carved out without hands.

2Bar 4:2 Or do you think that this is the city of which I said: On the palms of my hands I 
have carved you?  3 It is not this building that is in your midst now; it is that which will be 
revealed, with me, that was already prepared from the moment that I decided to create 
Paradise. And I showed it to Adam before he sinned. But when he transgressed the 
commandment, it was taken away from him - as also Paradise.
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Psa. 87:5  And Mother Zion shall say, 
  “This one and that one were born in it”; 
  for the Most High himself will establish it.

27  For it is written,  
  “Rejoice, you childless one, you who bear no children, 
   burst into song and shout, you who endure no birthpangs; 
  for the children of the desolate woman are more numerous 
 than the children of the one who is married.”

This is an exact quotation from LXX Is 54:1. The historical context is the exile 
and a promise of renewed off-spring is held out. Of course Sarah had been 
childless and this is the link here. Paul applies the text here to the Gentiles, who 
bore no children for God, but who, as a result of the covenant, will now be 
fruitful. 
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25  Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia 

 and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, 

 for she is in slavery with her children.  

26  But the other woman corresponds to the Jerusalem above; 

 she is free, and she is our mother.  

27  For it is written,  

 “Rejoice, you childless one, you who bear no children, 

 burst into song and shout, you who endure no birthpangs; 

 for the children of the desolate woman are more numerous 

 than the children of the one who is married.” 
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Gen. 21:8 The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great 
feast on the day that Isaac was weaned.  9 But Sarah saw the son of Hagar 
the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son 
Isaac.  10 So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her 
son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son 
Isaac.”  11 The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his 
son.  12 But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the 
boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as 
she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you.  
13 As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, 
because he is your offspring.”  14 So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her 
shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and 
wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.
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Playing = qEjAxVm

[qAjDx] vb. laugh —
Qal laugh; c. l at, concerning.
Pi. 1. jest.
2. sport, play; make sport for; toy with (tRa), of conjugal caresses, make a toy of, c. b.
qOjVx n.[m.] laughter — laughter; = laughing stock.
qDjVxˆy, qDjVcˆy n.pr.m. Isaac, son of Abr. and Sarah (he laugheth).

qEjAxVm = pai÷zonta
pai÷zw+	
 V 3-8-5-2-3-21
	
 Gn 21:9; 26:8; Ex 32:6; Jgs 16:25
	
  to play  Zech 8:5; to play with  [meta¿ tinoß] Gn 21:9; id.  [e¶n tini] Jb 40:29(26); to 	
 dance 
and sing  Ex 32:6; to play an instrument  Jer 37(30):19; to play amorously with  	
 [meta¿ tinoß] 
Gn 26:8; to jest, to mock  Jer 15:17

To mock is one thing; to persecute another. However, there is a comment from Josephus who says that 
although Sarah first loved Ishmael, she was not willing for him to be brought up with Isaac since he 
was too old for Isaac and was capable of doing him harm after Abraham had died (Ant. 1:215)
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28  Now you, my friends, are children of the promise, 

 like Isaac.  

29  But just as at that time the child 

 who was born according to the flesh 

 persecuted the child 

 who was born according to the Spirit, 

 so it is now also.  

30  But what does the scripture say? 

 “Drive out the slave and her child; 

 for the child of the slave will not share the inheritance 

 with the child of the free woman.”  
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ARGUMENT OF THE AGITATORS
 

Hagar / Ishmael = Gentiles Sarah / Isaac = Jewish Christians

 

PAUL’S ALLEGORICAL EXEGESIS
 

Hagar / Ishmael = Sinai Sarah / Isaac = true descendents Present Jerusalem   = 
Galatians

= Slaves to the Law   = and Torah-free Christians

the Teachers   Paul
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Gen. 21:10 So she said to Abraham, “Cast 
out this slave woman with her son; for the 
son of this slave woman shall not inherit 
along with my son Isaac.” 
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31 So then, friends, we are children, 

 not of the slave but of the free woman.  

1  For freedom Christ has set us free. 

Stand firm, therefore, 

and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
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