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Galatians 3:27-28
1Cor 7:1-7 and 11:2-15; 14:34-35 (|| in 1Tim 2:8-15)
Romans 16
Phil 4:2-3

Eph 5:22-31; Col 3:18-25
1 Pet 2:11–3:12; 1 Tim 2:8–15; 5:1–2; 6:1–2; Titus 2:1–10; 
3:1.

Gal. 3:27 As many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  28 
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 
slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  29 And if you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, 
heirs according to the promise.

1. Which texts?
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“I desire, then, that in every place the men should pray, 
lifting up holy hands without anger or argument; also that 
the women should dress themselves modestly and decently 
in suitable clothing, not with their hair braided, or with 
gold, pearls, or expensive clothes, but with good works, as 
is proper for women who profess reverence for God. Let a 
woman learn in silence with full submission. I permit no 
woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she is to 
keep silent. For Adam was formed first, then Eve; and 
Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and 
became a transgressor. Yet she will be saved through 
childbearing, provided they continue in faith and love and 
holiness, with modesty.” (1Timothy 2:8-15)

1. Which texts?
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1Cor. 7:1 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: 
“It is well for a man not to touch a woman.”  2 But because of 
cases of sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife 
and each woman her own husband.  3 The husband should give 
to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her 
husband.  4 For the wife does not have authority over her own 
body, but the husband does; likewise the husband does not have 
authority over his own body, but the wife does.  

5 Do not deprive one another except perhaps by agreement for a 
set time, to devote yourselves to prayer, and then come together 
again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of 
self-control.  6 This I say by way of concession, not of command.  
7 I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has a particular 
gift from God, one having one kind and another a different 
kind.

2. Marriage and women
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1Cor. 11:2 I commend you because you remember me in 
everything and maintain the traditions just as I handed them on 
to you.  3 But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of 
every man, and the husband is the head of his wife, and God is 
the head of Christ.  4 Any man who prays or prophesies with 
something on his head disgraces his head,  5 but any woman 
who prays or prophesies with her head unveiled disgraces her 
head—it is one and the same thing as having her head shaved.  

6 For if a woman will not veil herself, then she should cut off her 
hair; but if it is disgraceful for a woman to have her hair cut off 
or to be shaved, she should wear a veil.  7 For a man ought not 
to have his head veiled, since he is the image and reflection of 
God; but woman is the reflection of man.  8 Indeed, man was 
not made from woman, but woman from man.  9 Neither was 
man created for the sake of woman, but woman for the sake of 
man. 

3. Head-covering and speaking in church
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Programmatic Statement
(3) I want you to understand that the source of 
every person is Christ, the source of woman is 
man, and the source of Christ is God.

Description and Condemnation of Corinthian 
Practices
(4) Any man who prays or prophesies having 
something hanging from his head shames 
himself, (5) but a woman who prays or 
prophesies with her head uncovered, 
dishonours herself - it is the same as if her head 
were shaven. (6) For if a woman will not cover 
up, then she should cut off her hair. But if it is 
shameful for a woman to be shorn or shaven, 
let her be covered.
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First Argument against the Corinthians based on the 
Difference between Man and Woman in Genesis 
2:18-23

(7) A man should not cover his head, since he is the 
image and glory of God, but woman is the glory of 
man. (8) For man was not made from woman, but 
woman from man. (9) Neither was man created for 
woman, but woman for man. (10) That is why a 
woman should exercise control over her head - 
because of the angels.

Parenthesis excluding a False Interpretation of Genesis 
2:18-23
(11) As Christians, woman is not otherwise than 
man, and man is not otherwise than woman. (12) 
Just as woman came from man, so man comes into 
being through woman. And all things are from God.
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Second Argument against the Corinthians 
based on Natural Law

(13) Judge for yourselves. Is it proper for a 
woman to pray to God with her head 
uncovered? (14) Does not nature itself teach 
you that that for a man to wear long hair is a 
dishonour to him, (15) but if a woman has 
long hair it is her pride? For her hair is given 
to her as a wrapper.
Third Argument against the Corinthians based 
on the Practice of the Churches
(16) If anyone is disposed to be contentious, 
we recognize no other practice, not do the 
churches of God.
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Heterosexual Homosexual
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1Cor. 11:4 Any man who prays or 
prophesies with something on his head 
disgraces his head,  5 but any woman who 
prays or prophesies with her head 
unveiled disgraces her head—it is one and 
the same thing as having her head shaved.  
6 For if a woman will not veil herself, then 
she should cut off her hair; but if it is 
disgraceful for a woman to have her hair 
cut off or to be shaved, she should wear a 
veil.
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1Cor. 14:29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others 
weigh what is said.  30 If a revelation is made to someone else 
sitting nearby, let the first person be silent.  31 For you can all 
prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be 
encouraged.  32 And the spirits of prophets are subject to the 
prophets,  33 for God is a God not of disorder but of peace.

(As in all the churches of the saints,  34 women should be silent in 
the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be 
subordinate, as the law also says.  35 If there is anything they desire 
to know, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful for 
a woman to speak in church.  36 Or did the word of God originate 
with you? Or are you the only ones it has reached?) 

1Cor. 14:37   Anyone who claims to be a prophet, or to have 
spiritual powers, must acknowledge that what I am writing to 
you is a command of the Lord.  38 Anyone who does not 
recognize this is not to be recognized. 
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• Women in worship are not an issue in 1Cor 12 
and therefore not in 1 Cor 14

• The text is seamless without the interpolation

• The interpolation contradicts Paul’s principles

• The interpolation contradicts Paul’s practice

• It is best understood in the light of the second 
generation, i.e. conforming to society
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Rom. 16:1 I commend to you our sister PHOEBE, a deacon of the church at 
Cenchreae,  2 so that you may welcome her in the Lord as is fitting for the 
saints, and help her in whatever she may require from you, for she has been 
a benefactor of many and of myself as well. 

Rom. 16:3 Greet PRISCA AND AQUILA, who work with me in Christ Jesus,  
4 and who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, 
but also all the churches of the Gentiles.  5 Greet also the church in their 
house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert in Asia for 
Christ.  6 Greet MARY, who has worked very hard among you.  7 Greet 
Andronicus and JUNIA, my relatives who were in prison with me; they are 
prominent among the apostles, and they were in Christ before I was.  8 Greet 
Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord.  9 Greet Urbanus, our co-worker in 
Christ, and my beloved Stachys.  10 Greet Apelles, who is approved in 
Christ. Greet those who belong to the family of Aristobulus.  11 Greet my 
relative Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who belong to the family of 
Narcissus.  12 Greet those workers in the Lord, TRYPHAENA and 

4. Ministry of women
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The ministry of women is clear in the Pauline churches. 
What authority a woman had is another question. The 
relative subordination in 1 Cor 11:2-16,  in a general 
setting of mutuality, is a surprise, perhaps. Certainly, v.16 
sounds like the grumpy comment of someone who has run 
out of convincing arguments.  

1Cor. 11:16 But if anyone is disposed to be contentious
—we have no such custom, nor do the churches of 
God.

Did women ministers preside at the Eucharist? Mmm.

5. Authority of women ministers 
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1. Paul affirms new religious roles for women.
• He reaffirms, with some Christian 

modifications, the traditional roles women 
had been assuming in the family. 

• In a purely Jewish setting, he would have 
appeared “innovative”.

• For Gentiles, he may have appeared 
confining. 

• He does take forward the relativisation of the 
natural family, apparent in Jesus’ ministry, in 
favour of the family of the faith. 

6. Tentative conclusions
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Later texts do really exclude women – the 
increasing “domestication” of the Christian 
movement led to the adoption of the 
dominant cultural model. 

These texts are found in Col 3:18–4:1; Eph 
5:21–6:9; 1 Pet 2:11–3:12; 1 Tim 2:8–15; 5:1–2; 
6:1–2; Titus 2:1–10; 3:1.  

This dominant cultural model is found in 
the so-called “household codes”, going back 
as far as Aristotle. 

7. Exclusion of women
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