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The Collection 
a ministry of Paul to the church in Judea

Galatians and Acts
Acts 11:29 The disciples determined that according to their 
ability, each would send relief to the believers living in Judea;  
30 this they did, sending it to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 

Gal. 2:10 They asked only one thing, that we remember the poor, 
which was actually what I was eager to do. 

Acts 24:17 Now after some years I came to bring alms to my 
nation and to offer sacrifices. 
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1Corinthians

1Cor. 16:1 Now concerning the collection for the 
saints: you should follow the directions I gave to the 
churches of Galatia.  2 On the first day of every week, 
each of you is to put aside and save whatever extra you 
earn, so that collections need not be taken when I come.  
3 And when I arrive, I will send any whom you approve 
with letters to take your gift to Jerusalem.  4 If it seems 
advisable that I should go also, they will accompany 
me. 
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Romans

Rom. 15:25 At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem in a ministry to the 
saints;  26 for Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to share their 
resources with the poor among the saints at Jerusalem.  27 They were 
pleased to do this, and indeed they owe it to them; for if the Gentiles have 
come to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to 
them in material things.  28 So, when I have completed this, and have 
delivered to them what has been collected, I will set out by way of you to 
Spain;  29 and I know that when I come to you, I will come in the fullness of 
the blessing of Christ. 

Rom. 15:30 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and 
by the love of the Spirit, to join me in earnest prayer to God on my behalf,  31 
that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my ministry to 
Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints,  32 so that by God’s will I may 
come to you with joy and be refreshed in your company. 
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Integrity of 2 Corinthians

Possible gaps and stitches in 2 Corinthians

2:13 go forward to 7:5

6:13 go forward to 7:2

6:14-7:1 is that really Pauline?

8 and 9 look like two separate documents

9:1 sounds like a new start

10-13 comes across as very strong after the delicate 
reconciliation in 1-7
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Papyrus 46

2Cor  4:13-5:3.
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Hans Dieter Betz
The Letter to the Corinthians

omitted [I. Epistolary Prescript]

1-24 II. Body of the Letter

1-5 Exordium
6 Narratio
7-8 Propositio
9-15 Probatio

9. First Proof
10-12 Second Proof
13-15 Third Proof

16-22 Commendation
23 Authorisation
24 Peroratio

omitted [Epistolary Postcript]

The Letter to the Achaians

omitted [I. Epistolary Prescript]

1-15 II. Body of the Letter
1-2 Exordium
3-5a Narratio
5bc Propositio
6-14 Probatio

6. Thesis
7. First Proof
8. Second Proof
9-11 Third Proof
12 Fourth Proof
13-14 Fifth Proof

15 Peroratio

omitted [Epistolary Postscript]
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Alternative
Exordium 8:1-6 History, people, issue

Propositio 8:7 (8) Donate!

Confirmationes

Confirmatio 1 8:9-15 Why give?

Confirmatio 2 8:16-24 Paul's probity/ honour

Confirmatio 3 9:1-5 Their honour / shame

Confirmatio 4 9:6-10 God's reward

Peroratio 9:11-15 Thanksgiving to God
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Arguments Compared
A. Questio Infinita
8:8-15: Give generously; example of Christ;

principle of equality;
in time of need your want will be supplied;
citation from scripture to conclude

B. Questio Finita
8:16-24 Paul’s integrity is at stake:

he sends others; uses the churches as witnesses.

B’ Questio Finita
9:1-5 Paul’s integrity is at stake:

he distances himself from the administration by time and
space; the witnesses may become witnesses to the shame of
the Corinthians.

A’ Questio Infinita
9:6-10: Give generously;

it is part of your relationship with God;
citations from scripture form the basis of the whole argument.
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Betz Proposed Alternative
The Letter to the Corinthians

omitted [I. Epistolary Prescript]

1-24 II. Body of the Letter

1-5 Exordium
6 Narratio
7-8 Propositio
9-15 Probatio

9. First Proof
10-12 Second Proof
13-15 Third Proof

16-22 Commendation
23 Authorisation
24 Peroratio

omitted [Epistolary Postcript]

Exordium 8:1-6 History, 
people, issue

Propositio 8:7 (8) Donate!
Confirmationes
Confirmatio 1 8:9-15 Why give?

Confirmatio 2 8:16-24 Paul's
probity/ honour

The Letter to the Achaians

omitted [I. Epistolary Prescript]

1-15 II. Body of the Letter
1-2 Exordium
3-5a Narratio
5bc Propositio
6-14 Probatio

6. Thesis
7. First Proof
8. Second Proof
9-11 Third Proof
12 Fourth Proof
13-14 Fifth Proof

5 Peroratio

omitted [Epistolary Postscript]

Confirmatio 3 9:1-5 Their honour / 
shame

Confirmatio 4 9:6-10 God's reward

Peroratio 9:11-15 Thanksgiving 
to God
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Exordium
8:1We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the 
grace of God that has been granted to the churches of 
Macedonia;  2 for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their 
abundant joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a 
wealth of generosity on their part.  3 For, as I can testify, they 
voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond 
their means,  4 begging us earnestly for the privilege of 
sharing in this ministry to the saints —  5 and this, not 
merely as we expected; they gave themselves first to the 
Lord and, by the will of God, to us,  6 so that we might urge 
Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he should 
also complete this generous undertaking among you. 
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Propositio
7 Now as you excel in everything — in 
faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost 
eagerness, and in our love for you — so 
we want you to excel also in this 
generous undertaking. (8:8  I do not say 
this as a command, but I am testing the 
genuineness of your love against the 
earnestness of others.)  
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Probatio 1
9 For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you 
might become rich.  10 And in this matter I am giving my advice: it is 
appropriate for you who began last year not only to do something but 
even to desire to do something —  11 now finish doing it, so that your 
eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your means.  12 
For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one 
has — not according to what one does not have.  13 I do not mean that 
there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a question 
of a fair balance between 14 your present abundance and their need, so 
that their abundance may be for your need, in order that there may be a 
fair balance.  15 As it is written,  “The one who had much did not have 
too much, and the one who had little did not have too little.” 
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Probatio 2
8:16 But thanks be to God who put in the heart of Titus the same eagerness for 
you that I myself have.  17 For he not only accepted our appeal, but since he is 
more eager than ever, he is going to you of his own accord.  18 With him we are 
sending the brother who is famous among all the churches for his proclaiming the 
good news;  19 and not only that, but he has also been appointed by the churches 
to travel with us while we are administering this generous undertaking for the 
glory of the Lord himself and to show our goodwill.  20 We intend that no one 
should blame us about this generous gift that we are administering,  21 for we 
intend to do what is right not only in the Lord’s sight but also in the sight of 
others.  22 And with them we are sending our brother whom we have often tested 
and found eager in many matters, but who is now more eager than ever because 
of his great confidence in you.  23 As for Titus, he is my partner and co-worker in 
your service; as for our brothers, they are messengers of the churches, the glory 
of Christ.  24 Therefore openly before the churches, show them the proof of your 
love and of our reason for boasting about you. 
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Probatio 3
9:1 Now it is not necessary for me to write you about the ministry 
to the saints,  2 for I know your eagerness, which is the subject of 
my boasting about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that 
Achaia has been ready since last year; and your zeal has stirred up 
most of them.  3 But I am sending the brothers in order that our 
boasting about you may not prove to have been empty in this case, 
so that you may be ready, as I said you would be;  4 otherwise, if 
some Macedonians come with me and find that you are not ready, 
we would be humiliated — to say nothing of you — in this 
undertaking.  5 So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go 
on ahead to you, and arrange in advance for this bountiful gift that 
you have promised, so that it may be ready as a voluntary gift and 
not as an extortion. 
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Probatio 4
9:6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully.  7 Each of you must give as you have made 
up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.  8 And God is able to provide you 
with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having 
enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every 
good work.  9 As it is written,  “He scatters abroad, he gives 
to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”  10 He who 
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness.  
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Peroratio
11 You will be enriched in every way for your great 
generosity, which will produce thanksgiving (eucharistia) to 
God through us;  12 for the rendering (diakonia) of this 
ministry (leitourgia) not only supplies the needs of the saints 
(hagioi) but also overflows with many thanksgivings 
(eucharistia) to God.  13 Through the testing of this ministry 
(diakonia) you glorify God by your obedience to the 
confession (homologia) of the gospel (euangelion) of Christ 
and by the generosity of your sharing (koinonia) with them 
and with all others,  14 while they long for you and pray for 
you because of the surpassing grace (charis) of God that he 
has given you.  15 Thanks (charis) be to God for his 
indescribable gift (dorea)!
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Exordium and Peroratio
8:1We want you to know, brothers and 
sisters, about the grace of God that has 
been granted to the churches of 
Macedonia;  2 for during a severe 
ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy 
and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of generosity 
on their part.  3 For, as I can testify, 
they voluntarily gave according to their 
means, and even beyond their means,  
4 begging us earnestly for the privilege 
of sharing in this ministry to the 
saints —  5 and this, not merely as we 
expected; they gave themselves first to 
the Lord and, by the will of God, to us,  
6 so that we might urge Titus that, as 
he had already made a beginning, so he 
should also complete this generous 
undertaking among you. 

9:11 You will be enriched in every 
way for your great generosity, which 
will produce thanksgiving to God 
through us;  12 for the rendering of this 
ministry not only supplies the needs of 
the saints but also overflows with 
many thanksgivings to God.  13 
Through the testing of this ministry 
you glorify God by your obedience to 
the confession of the gospel of Christ 
and by the generosity of your sharing 
with them and with all others,  14 
while they long for you and pray for 
you because of the surpassing grace of 
God that he has given you.  15 Thanks 
be to God for his indescribable gift!
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BENEFACTION
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