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London bus ads against God

How do we know we need God

Hungers of the human heart

Longing for a sense of direction

Need for “someone” in our lives

Rom 1-4 explores the human need for faith

2

Introduction

Thursday 19 November 2009



The vocabulary of justification does not set apart 
1-4, however, the vocabulary of faith, belief and 
unfaith and the vocabulary of unrighteousness and 
ungodliness can be used to set this section apart. 
Likewise, the vocabulary of Gentiles is present 
throughout 1-4 and absent from 5-8 until we come 
to chapter 9. 
A supporting semantic field of to write helps us here 
as well. 
Argument from silence is tricky but there is also a 
strong contrast between 1-4 and 5-8 in the use of 
the names Jesus and Christ.

LANGUAGE
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1:16 For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel; it is the power of 
God for salvation to 
everyone who has faith, to 
the Jew first and also to the 
Greek.  17 For in it the 
righteousness of God is 
revealed through faith for 
faith; as it is written, “The 
one who is righteous will 
live by faith.

4:23 Now the words, “it was 
reckoned to him,” were 
written not for his sake 
alone,  24 but for ours also. It 
will be reckoned to us who 
believe in him who raised 
Jesus our Lord from the 
dead,  25 who was handed 
over to death for our 
trespasses and was raised for 
our justification.

FRAMES
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4:23 Now the words, “it 
was reckoned to him,” were 
written not for his sake 
alone,  24 but for ours also. 
It will be reckoned to us 
who believe in him who 
raised Jesus our Lord 
from the dead,  25 who was 
handed over to death for 
our trespasses and was 
raised for our 
justification. 

5:1 Therefore, since we are 
justified by faith, we 
have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus 
Christ,  2 through whom 
we have obtained access to 
this grace in which we 
stand; and we boast in our 
hope of sharing the glory of 
God.

RIVETS
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Verses Semantic Field Inclusio Rivet

1:16-4:35
SF of (un)faith, 
unrighteousness, 
Gentile; to write

1:16-17 faith, righteous, written
 
 
4:23-25 written, believe, justification

4:23-25 believe, our Lord Jesus, 
justification
 

5:1-2 justified, faith, our Lord Jesus 
Christ

5-8 SF of sin, Christ, life/
live, Spirit.

5:1 God, our Lord Jesus Christ
 
8:39 God, Christ Jesus our Lord.

8:39 separate, Christ

9:1-2 Christ, anathema

9-11
SF of Sarah, Jacob, 
Esau, Moses, Abraham, 
Hosea, Benjamin, 
Elijah, and Israelite

9:4-5 covenant, forever and ever. 
Amen.
 
11:27.36 covenant, forever and ever. 
Amen.

11:25 not wiser, 11:30-31 mercy; 36 
ages, God
 
12:1 mercies, 2 this age, 3 not more 
highly, God

12:1-15:6
SF of appeal; self, one 
another, neighbour and 
brother and sister

12:1 I encourage you; God 
(“liturgy”
15:5-6 God, encouragement 
(“liturgy”) 

15:5-6 harmony, one another, glory
 
15:13 harmony, one another, glory. 

Rhetoric

Thursday 19 November 2009



1:16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel; it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who has faith, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek.  17 
For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed through faith for faith; as it is 
written, “The one who is righteous will 
live by faith.”

THESIS
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SECTION 1: Idolatry and immorality (1:18-32)

	
SECTION 2: Judging others / God shows no 
partiality (2:1-29)

	
SECTION 3: Is there any advantage in being a 
Jew? (3:1-20)

	
SECTION 4: Faith (3:21-4:25)
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Thesis	
 1:16-17 	
 	
 	
 	
 Justification by faith.

Proof 1	
 Subthesis 1:18 	
 	
 Idolatry and immorality
	
 	
 Steps: A-D	
	
 	
 	
 Gentiles are held responsible

Proof 2	
 Subthesis 2:1 	
	
 	
 Judging others: God shows no partiality
	
 	
 Steps: A-F	
	
 	
 	
 Jews are held responsible

Proof 3	
 Subthesis 3:1 	
	
 	
 Is there any advantage in being a Jew?
	
 	
 Steps: A-B	
	
 	
 	
 Yes and No! Not really.

Proof 4	
 Subthesis 3:21-4:25 	
 Faith
	
 	
 A-C (i-v)	
 	
 	
 	
 Jews and Gentiles (in that order!) have 
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 access to justification by faith.  
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Argument from Abraham.
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1:21 for though they knew God, they did not honour him 
as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in 
their thinking, and their senseless minds were darkened.

	2:11 For God shows no partiality.

3:9 for we have already charged that all, both Jews and 
Greeks, are under the power of sin

4:16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the 
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also 
to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the 
father of all of us).
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Rom. 2:25   Circumcision indeed 
is of value if you obey the law; 
but if you break the law, your 
circumcision has become 
uncircumcision.  26 So, if those 
who are uncircumcised keep the 
requirements of the law, will not 
their uncircumcision be regarded 
as circumcision?  27 Then those 
who are physically uncircumcised 
but keep the law will condemn 
you that have the written code 
and circumcision but break the 

law.  28 For a person is not a Jew 
who is one outwardly, nor is true 
circumcision something external 
and physical.  29 Rather, a person 
is a Jew who is one inwardly, and 
real circumcision is a matter of 
the heart—it is spiritual and not 
literal. Such a person receives 
praise not from others but from 
God. 

Selected Texts
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Selected Texts
Rom. 4:1    What then are we to 
say was gained by Abraham, our 
ancestor according to the flesh?  2 
For if Abraham was justified by 
works, he has something to boast 
about, but not before God.  3 For 
what does the scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was 
reckoned to him as righteousness.”  
4 Now to one who works, wages 
are not reckoned as a gift but as 
something due.  5 But to one who 
without works trusts him who 
justifies the ungodly, such faith is 

reckoned as righteousness.  6 So 
also David speaks of the 
blessedness of those to whom 
God reckons righteousness apart 
from works: 
7 	
 “Blessed are those whose 
iniquities are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered; 
8 	
 blessed is the one against 
whom the Lord will not reckon 
sin.” 
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Jesus in Rom 1-4
Rom. 2:16 on the day when, 
according to my gospel, God, 
through Jesus Christ, will judge the 
secret thoughts of all. 

Rom. 3:22 the righteousness of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ 
for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction, 

Rom. 3:24 they are now justified by 
his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

Rom. 3:26 it was to prove at the 
present time that he himself is 
righteous and that he justifies the 
one who has faith in Jesus. 

Rom. 4:24 but for ours also. It will 
be reckoned to us who believe in 
him who raised Jesus our Lord 
from the dead, 
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Conclusion

Need for God is experienced by both 
Gentiles and Jews

“There is no distinction”

The real “circumcision” is the moral life, 
written on the human heart

God offers salvation through Christ

We all access it through faith
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