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LANGUAGE

MUTUALITY: 
self, one 
another, 
neighbour, 
“brothers and 
sisters”

STYLE: 
Imperatives, 
closing in a 
prayer in 15:6
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FRAMES

“I appeal to you therefore, 
brothers and sisters, by the 
mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship. Do not 
be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing 
of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God
—what is good and acceptable 
and perfect.” (Romans 12:1-2)

“May the God of steadfastness 
and encouragement grant 
you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with 
Christ Jesus, so that together you 
may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” (Romans 15:5-6)
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So that you may not claim to be 
wiser than you are, brothers and 
sisters, I want you to understand this 
mystery: a hardening has come upon 
part of Israel, until the full number of 
the Gentiles has come in. 

Just as you were once disobedient to 
God but have now received mercy 
because of their disobedience, so they 
have now been disobedient in order 
that, by the mercy shown to you, they 
too may now receive mercy. 	


‘For who has known the mind of the 
Lord? Or who has been his 
counselor?‘ (Romans 11:25, 30-31, 34)

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and 
sisters, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship. Do not 
be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your 
minds, so that you may discern what 
is the will of God—what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.

For by the grace given to me I say to 
everyone among you not to think of 
yourself more highly than you 
ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. 
(Romans 12:1-3)

RIVETS
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RIVETS

“May the God of 
steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you 
to live in harmony with 
one another, in 
accordance with Christ 
Jesus, so that together you 
may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (Romans 15:5-6)

“Welcome one another, 
therefore, just as Christ 
has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God.” (Romans 
15:7-8)
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www.tarsus.ie

Verses Semantic Field Inclusio Rivet

1:16-4:35
SF of (un)faith, 
unrighteousness, 
Gentile; to write

1:16-17 faith, 
righteous, written
 
 
4:23-25 written, 
believe, justification

4:23-25 believe, our Lord Jesus, 
justification
 

5:1-2 justified, faith, our Lord 
Jesus Christ

5-8 SF of sin, Christ, 
life/live, Spirit.

5:1 God, our Lord 
Jesus Christ
 
8:39 God, Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

8:39 separate, Christ
 
 

9:1-2 Christ, anathema

9-11

SF of Sarah, Jacob, 
Esau, Moses, 
Abraham, Hosea, 
Benjamin, Elijah, 
and Israelite

9:4-5 covenant, 
forever and ever. 
Amen.
 
11:27.36 covenant, 
forever and ever. 
Amen.

11:25 not wiser, 11:30-31 mercy; 36 
ages, God
 

12:1 mercies, 2 this age, 3 not 
more highly, God

12:1-15:6
SF of appeal; self, 
one another, 
neighbour and 
brother and sister

12:1 I encourage 
you; God (“liturgy”
15:5-6 God, 
encouragement 
(“liturgy”) 

15:5-6 Christ, one another, 
glorify, God
 
15:7 Christ, one another, glory, 
God
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i. 	
 Christian life as “reasonable worship” (12:1-2)
ii.	
 What does Christian living require? (12:3-13:14)

a)	
 Your own gifts (12:3-8)
b)	
 Gift of love within the community (12:9-16)
c)	
 Love in action outside the community (12:17-21)
d)	
 How should we treat civil authorities? (13:1-7)
e)	
 Being indebted in love (13:8-10)
f)	
 “Knowing the time” (13:11-14)

BASIC PRINCIPLES
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INCLUSIVITY

iii.	
Living “inclusively” and in tolerance of each other 
(14:1-15:13)

a)	
 Tolerance is the call of everyone (14:1-12)

b)	
 Especially the strong should be tolerant of the 
weak (14:13-23)

c)	
 The example of Jesus, who was himself so 
tolerant (15:1-6)
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SYNTHESIS

12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers 
and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship.  2 Do 
not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing 
of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God
—what is good and acceptable and 
perfect.

13:10 Love does no wrong to a 
neighbour; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 

14:7 We do not live to 
ourselves, and we do not die to 
ourselves.  8 If we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; 
so then, whether we live or whether 
we die, we are the Lord’s.

15:7  Welcome one another, 
therefore, just as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of 
God.  
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It might be possible to argue for a “mini-
dispositio” as follows:

12:1-2	
 	
 Introduction (exordium)

12:3	
 	
 	
 Thesis (propositio)

12:4-15:4	
 Proofs (probationes)

15:5-6	
 	
 Conclusion (peroratio)

HOW FAR HAVE WE GOT?

Romans 1-8 Romans 9-11 Romans 12-15

No distinction No distinction Welcome one another

Inclusion of  the Gentiles Inclusion of  Israel
Exhortation: Live 

inclusively!
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We are accountable to God

Individual sensitivity and conscience

Putting others first

Hospitality in practice

And so ...
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Challenges of community living

Risk of a two-tier identity

Tensions in convictions

Principles of discernment

Tolerance / indifference

LCD rules?

Back to the start ... 
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