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Welcome
Contexts 

Experience (1 Thess and Gal 3 and 4) 

Experience (Gal 5) 

Belonging (1 Cor 12) 

Spirituality (Rom 8) 

Spirituality (Rom 8)
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Sequence
Context and layout 

Gal 5:1-12 

Gal 5:13-26 

Gal 6:1-10 

And so… 

Conversation
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Context and layout
Verses Words Letter Speech

1:1-5 Greeting Prescript

1:6-10 Attack on the intruders Introduction (exordium) 

1:11-12 Topic Thesis

1:13-2:21 History Body Proof 1

3:1-4:7 Covenant fulfilment Proof 2

4:8-5:12 Law v. freedom Proof 3

5:13-6:10 Freedom in the Spirit Proof 4

6:11-17 Boasting in the cross Conclusion Peroration

6:18 Greeting Postscript
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5:1-12
Gal 5:1   For (the) freedom Christ 
has set us free. Stand firm, then, 
and do not be subject again to 
the yoke of slavery.  

2 Listen! I, Paul, tell you that if 
you let yourselves be 
circumcised, Christ will be of no 
benefit to you at all! 3 And I 
testify again to every man who 
lets himself be circumcised that 
he is obligated to obey the 
whole law.  

4 You who are trying to be 
declared righteous by the law 
have been alienated from Christ; 
you have fallen away from grace! 
5 For through the Spirit, by faith, 
we wait expectantly for the hope 
of righteousness.  

6 For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision 
carries any weight—the only 
thing that matters is faith working 
through love.
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Gal 5:1   For (the) freedom Christ 
has set us free. Stand firm, then, 
and do not be subject again to 
the yoke of slavery.  

2 Listen! I, Paul, tell you that if 
you let yourselves be 
circumcised, Christ will be of no 
benefit to you at all! 3 And I 
testify again to every man who 
lets himself be circumcised that 
he is obligated to obey the 
whole law.  

4 You who are trying to be 
declared righteous by the law 
have been alienated from Christ; 
you have fallen away from grace! 
5 For through the Spirit, by faith, 
we wait expectantly for the hope 
of righteousness.  

6 For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision 
carries any weight—the only 
thing that matters is faith working 
through love.

I do not set aside God’s grace, because if 
righteousness could come through the law, then 
Christ died for nothing! 

(Gal 2:21)
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5:1-12
Gal 5:1   For (the) freedom Christ 
has set us free. Stand firm, then, 
and do not be subject again to 
the yoke of slavery.  

2 Listen! I, Paul, tell you that if 
you let yourselves be 
circumcised, Christ will be of no 
benefit to you at all! 3 And I 
testify again to every man who 
lets himself be circumcised that 
he is obligated to obey the 
whole law.  

4 You who are trying to be 
declared righteous by the law 
have been alienated from Christ; 
you have fallen away from grace! 
5 For through the Spirit, by faith, 
we wait expectantly for the hope 
of righteousness.  

6 For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision 
carries any weight—the only 
thing that matters is faith working 
through love.

“Suppose a man is righteous. He practices what is just 
and right, does not eat pagan sacrifices on the 
mountains or pray to the idols of the house of Israel, 
does not defile his neighbour’s wife, does not have 
sexual relations with a woman during her period, does 
not oppress anyone, but gives the debtor back 
whatever was given in pledge, does not commit 
robbery, but gives his bread to the hungry and clothes 
the naked, does not engage in usury or charge 
interest, but refrains from wrongdoing, promotes true 
justice between men, and follows my statutes and 
observes my regulations by carrying them out. That 
man is righteous; he will certainly live, declares the 
sovereign Lord.  

(Ezek 18:5–9)
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Gal 5:1   For (the) freedom Christ 
has set us free. Stand firm, then, 
and do not be subject again to 
the yoke of slavery.  

2 Listen! I, Paul, tell you that if 
you let yourselves be 
circumcised, Christ will be of no 
benefit to you at all! 3 And I 
testify again to every man who 
lets himself be circumcised that 
he is obligated to obey the 
whole law.  

4 You who are trying to be 
declared righteous by the law 
have been alienated from Christ; 
you have fallen away from grace! 
5 For through the Spirit, by faith, 
we wait expectantly for the hope 
of righteousness.  

6 For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision 
carries any weight—the only 
thing that matters is faith working 
through love.

For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
counts for anything; the only thing that matters is 
a new creation! 

(Gal 6:15)
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Gal 5:1   For (the) freedom Christ 
has set us free. Stand firm, then, 
and do not be subject again to 
the yoke of slavery.  

2 Listen! I, Paul, tell you that if 
you let yourselves be 
circumcised, Christ will be of no 
benefit to you at all! 3 And I 
testify again to every man who 
lets himself be circumcised that 
he is obligated to obey the 
whole law.  

4 You who are trying to be 
declared righteous by the law 
have been alienated from Christ; 
you have fallen away from grace! 
5 For through the Spirit, by faith, 
we wait expectantly for the hope 
of righteousness.  

6 For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision 
carries any weight—the only 
thing that matters is faith working 
through love.

Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is 
nothing. Instead, keeping God’s commandments is 
what counts.  

(1 Cor 7:19)
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Gal 5:1   For (the) freedom Christ 
has set us free. Stand firm, then, 
and do not be subject again to 
the yoke of slavery.  

2 Listen! I, Paul, tell you that if 
you let yourselves be 
circumcised, Christ will be of no 
benefit to you at all! 3 And I 
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carries any weight—the only 
thing that matters is faith working 
through love.
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5:1-12
Gal 5:7   You were running well; 
who prevented you from 
obeying the truth? 8 This 
persuasion does not come from 
the one who calls you!  

9 A little yeast makes the whole 
batch of dough rise! 10 I am 
confident in the Lord that you 
will accept no other view. But the 
one who is confusing you will pay 
the penalty, whoever he may be.  

11 Now, brothers and sisters, if I 
am still preaching circumcision, 
why am I still being persecuted? 
In that case the offence 
(skandalon) of the cross has been 
removed.  

12 I wish those agitators would 
go so far as to castrate 
themselves!
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Gal 5:7   You were running well; 
who prevented you from 
obeying the truth? 8 This 
persuasion does not come from 
the one who calls you!  

9 A little yeast makes the whole 
batch of dough rise! 10 I am 
confident in the Lord that you 
will accept no other view. But the 
one who is confusing you will pay 
the penalty, whoever he may be.  

11 Now, brothers and sisters, if I 
am still preaching circumcision, 
why am I still being persecuted? 
In that case the offence 
(skandalon) of the cross has been 
removed.  

12 I wish those agitators would 
go so far as to castrate 
themselves!

Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that 
a little yeast affects the whole batch of dough?  

(1 Cor 5:6)
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5:1-12
Gal 5:7   You were running well; 
who prevented you from 
obeying the truth? 8 This 
persuasion does not come from 
the one who calls you!  

9 A little yeast makes the whole 
batch of dough rise! 10 I am 
confident in the Lord that you 
will accept no other view. But the 
one who is confusing you will pay 
the penalty, whoever he may be.  

11 Now, brothers and sisters, if I 
am still preaching circumcision, 
why am I still being persecuted? 
In that case the offence 
(skandalon) of the cross has been 
removed.  

12 I wish those agitators would 
go so far as to castrate 
themselves!

Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he 
took him and circumcised him because of the 
Jews who were in those places, for they all 
knew that his father was Greek. 

(Acts 16:3)
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Gal 5:7   You were running well; 
who prevented you from 
obeying the truth? 8 This 
persuasion does not come from 
the one who calls you!  

9 A little yeast makes the whole 
batch of dough rise! 10 I am 
confident in the Lord that you 
will accept no other view. But the 
one who is confusing you will pay 
the penalty, whoever he may be.  

11 Now, brothers and sisters, if I 
am still preaching circumcision, 
why am I still being persecuted? 
In that case the offence 
(skandalon) of the cross has been 
removed.  

12 I wish those agitators would 
go so far as to castrate 
themselves!

For Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks 
ask for wisdom, but we preach about a crucified 
Christ, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles. But to those who are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the 
power of God and the wisdom of God.  

(1 Cor 1:22–24)
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obeying the truth? 8 This 
persuasion does not come from 
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9 A little yeast makes the whole 
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5:13-26
Gal 5:13   For you were called to 
freedom, brothers and sisters; only 
do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity to indulge your flesh, but 
through love serve one another. 14 
For the whole law can be summed up 
(or fulfilled) in a single commandment 
(logos), namely, “You must love your 
neighbour as yourself.”  

15 However, if you continually bite 
and devour one another, beware that 
you are not consumed by one 
another.  

16 But I say, live by the Spirit and you 
will not carry out the desires of the 
flesh. 17 For the flesh has desires that 
are opposed to the Spirit, and the 
Spirit has desires that are opposed to 
the flesh, for these are in opposition 
to each other, so that you cannot do 
what you want.  

18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you 
are not under the law. 
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Gal 5:13   For you were called to 
freedom, brothers and sisters; only 
do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity to indulge your flesh, but 
through love serve one another. 14 
For the whole law can be summed up 
(or fulfilled) in a single commandment 
(logos), namely, “You must love your 
neighbour as yourself.”  

15 However, if you continually bite 
and devour one another, beware that 
you are not consumed by one 
another.  

16 But I say, live by the Spirit and you 
will not carry out the desires of the 
flesh. 17 For the flesh has desires that 
are opposed to the Spirit, and the 
Spirit has desires that are opposed to 
the flesh, for these are in opposition 
to each other, so that you cannot do 
what you want.  

18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you 
are not under the law. 

Owe no one anything, except to love one 
another, for the one who loves his neighbour 
has fulfilled the law. For the commandments, 
“Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not 
steal, do not covet,” (and if there is any other 
commandment) are summed up in this, “Love 
your neighbour as yourself.” Love does no 
wrong to a neighbour. Therefore love is the 
fulfilment of the law.  

(Rom 13:8–10)
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are opposed to the Spirit, and the 
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the flesh, for these are in opposition 
to each other, so that you cannot do 
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are not under the law. 
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Compare
Rom 8:5 For those who live 
according to the flesh have their 
outlook shaped by the things of the 
flesh, but those who live according 
to the Spirit have their outlook 
shaped by the things of the Spirit. 6 
For the outlook of the flesh is death, 
but the outlook of the Spirit is life 
and peace, 7 because the outlook of 
the flesh is hostile to God, for it 
does not submit to the law of God, 
nor is it able to do so. 8 Those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God.  

9 You, however, are not in the flesh 
but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit 
of God lives in you. Now if anyone 
does not have the Spirit of Christ, 
this person does not belong to him. 
10 But if Christ is in you, your body is 
dead because of sin, but the Spirit is 
your life because of righteousness. 
11 Moreover if the Spirit of the one 
who raised Jesus from the dead lives 
in you, the one who raised Christ 
from the dead will also make your 
mortal bodies alive through his Spirit 
who lives in you.



Scripture Summer School 2016

Compare
Rom 8:5 For those who live 
according to the flesh have their 
outlook shaped by the things of the 
flesh, but those who live according 
to the Spirit have their outlook 
shaped by the things of the Spirit. 6 
For the outlook of the flesh is death, 
but the outlook of the Spirit is life 
and peace, 7 because the outlook of 
the flesh is hostile to God, for it 
does not submit to the law of God, 
nor is it able to do so. 8 Those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God.  

9 You, however, are not in the flesh 
but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit 
of God lives in you. Now if anyone 
does not have the Spirit of Christ, 
this person does not belong to him. 
10 But if Christ is in you, your body is 
dead because of sin, but the Spirit is 
your life because of righteousness. 
11 Moreover if the Spirit of the one 
who raised Jesus from the dead lives 
in you, the one who raised Christ 
from the dead will also make your 
mortal bodies alive through his Spirit 
who lives in you.

‘The flesh is  Paul’s term for everything aside 
from God in which one places his final trust’ 

R. Jewett
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10 But if Christ is in you, your body is 
dead because of sin, but the Spirit is 
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11 Moreover if the Spirit of the one 
who raised Jesus from the dead lives 
in you, the one who raised Christ 
from the dead will also make your 
mortal bodies alive through his Spirit 
who lives in you.
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5:13-26
Gal 5:19 Now the works of the flesh are 
obvious (self-evident): sexual immorality, 
impurity, depravity, 20 idolatry, sorcery 
(pharmakeia), hostilities, strife, jealousy 
(zēlos), outbursts of anger, selfish rivalries, 
dissensions, factions, 21 envying, murder, 
drunkenness, carousing, and similar 
things.  

I am warning you, as I had warned you 
before: Those who practice such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of God!  

Gal 5:22   But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love (agapē), joy (chara), peace (eirēnē), 
patience (makrothumia), kindness 
(chrēstotēs), goodness (agathasunē), 
faithfulness (pistis), 23 gentleness 
(prautēs), and self-control (egkrateia).  

Against such things there is no law. (= 
Aristotle!) 24 Now those who belong to 
Christ have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. 25 If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also behave in accordance 
with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become 
conceited (kenodoxos), provoking one 
another, being jealous of one another. 
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6:1-10
Gal 6:1   Brothers and sisters, if 
a person is discovered in some 
sin (lit. transgression), you who 
are spiritual restore such a 
person in a spirit of 
gentleness. Pay close attention 
to yourselves, so that you are 
not tempted too.  

2 Carry one another’s burdens, 
and in this way you will fulfil the 
law of Christ. 3 For if anyone 
thinks he is something when he 
is nothing, he deceives himself.  

4 Let each one examine his 
own work. Then he can take 
pride in himself and not 
compare himself with someone 
else. 5 For each one will carry 
his own load.  
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Gal 6:1   Brothers and sisters, if 
a person is discovered in some 
sin (lit. transgression), you who 
are spiritual restore such a 
person in a spirit of 
gentleness. Pay close attention 
to yourselves, so that you are 
not tempted too.  

2 Carry one another’s burdens, 
and in this way you will fulfil the 
law of Christ. 3 For if anyone 
thinks he is something when he 
is nothing, he deceives himself.  

4 Let each one examine his 
own work. Then he can take 
pride in himself and not 
compare himself with someone 
else. 5 For each one will carry 
his own load.  

So let the one who thinks he is standing be 
careful that he does not fall.  

(1Corinthians 10:12 NET)
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Gal 6:1   Brothers and sisters, if 
a person is discovered in some 
sin (lit. transgression), you who 
are spiritual restore such a 
person in a spirit of 
gentleness. Pay close attention 
to yourselves, so that you are 
not tempted too.  

2 Carry one another’s burdens, 
and in this way you will fulfil the 
law of Christ. 3 For if anyone 
thinks he is something when he 
is nothing, he deceives himself.  

4 Let each one examine his 
own work. Then he can take 
pride in himself and not 
compare himself with someone 
else. 5 For each one will carry 
his own load.  

For the law of the life-giving Spirit in Christ 
Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and 
death.  

(Romans 8:2 NET)
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6:1-10
Gal 6:1   Brothers and sisters, if 
a person is discovered in some 
sin (lit. transgression), you who 
are spiritual restore such a 
person in a spirit of 
gentleness. Pay close attention 
to yourselves, so that you are 
not tempted too.  

2 Carry one another’s burdens, 
and in this way you will fulfil the 
law of Christ. 3 For if anyone 
thinks he is something when he 
is nothing, he deceives himself.  

4 Let each one examine his 
own work. Then he can take 
pride in himself and not 
compare himself with someone 
else. 5 For each one will carry 
his own load.  

I have become a fool. You yourselves forced me 
to do it, for I should have been commended by 
you. For I lack nothing in comparison to those 
“super-apostles,” even though I am nothing.  

(2Corinthians 12:11 NET)
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6:1-10
Gal 6:6   Now the one who 
receives instruction in the word 
must share all good things with 
the one who teaches it.  

7 Do not be deceived. God will 
not be made a fool. For a person 
will reap what he sows, 8 because 
the person who sows to his own 
flesh will reap corruption from the 
flesh, but the one who sows to 
the Spirit will reap eternal life 
from the Spirit.  

9 So we must not grow weary in 
doing good, for in due time we 
will reap, if we do not give up.  

10 So then, whenever we have an 
opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, and especially to those 
who belong to the family of faith.  



Scripture Summer School 2016

6:11-18
Gal 6:11   See what big letters I make as I 
write to you with my own hand!  

Gal 6:12   Those who want to make a 
good showing in external matters are 
trying to force you to be circumcised. 
They do so only to avoid being 
persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 For 
those who are circumcised do not obey 
the law themselves, but they want you to 
be circumcised so that they can boast 
about your flesh.  

14 But may I never boast except in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
which the world has been crucified to me, 
and I to the world.  

15 For neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision counts for anything; the 
only thing that matters is a new creation!  

16 And all who will behave in accordance 
with this rule, peace and mercy be on 
them, and on the Israel of God. 

Gal 6:17   From now on let no one cause 
me trouble, for I bear the marks of Jesus 
on my body. 18   The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers 
and sisters. Amen.  
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And so…
The significance of experience, looking 
back and looking forward 

Spirit and Law 

Spirit and morals 

Spirit and community


