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HEARERS OF THE WORD
Acts 1:1-11, Psalm 47 (46); Ephesians 1:17-23; Mark 16:15-20

Proclaim the good news
to the whole creation
Mark 16:9 [Now after Jesus rose early on the
first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven
demons. 10 She went out and told those who
had been with him, while they were mourning
and weeping. 11 But when they heard that he
was alive and had been seen by her, they would
not believe it. 12 After this he appeared in
another form to two of them, as they were walking into the country. 13 And they went back
and told the rest, but they did not believe them.
14 Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as
they were sitting at the table; and he upbraided
them for their lack of faith and stubbornness,
because they had not believed those who saw
him after he had risen. 15 And he said to
them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation. 16 The one who believes and is
baptised will be saved; but the one who
does not believe will be condemned. 17
And these signs will accompany those
who believe: by using my name they will
cast out demons; they will speak in new
tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes in
their hands, and if they drink any deadly
thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay
their hands on the sick, and they will
recover.”
Mark 16:19
So then the Lord Jesus,
after he had spoken to them, was taken
up into heaven and sat down at the right
hand of God. 20 And they went out
and proclaimed the good news everywhere, while the Lord worked with them
and confirmed the message by the signs
that accompanied it.]
INITIAL OBSERVATIONS
The word “ascension” is a metaphor for
Jesus’ entry into the transcendent realm,
a new level of being, after his resurrection.
KIND OF WRITING
In the New Testament, the primary image comes from Luke-Acts. In Luke
24:36-53, the departure of Jesus seems
to take place on the same day as the
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resurrection. In Acts 1:1-11, we are told
it happened after forty days. In Matthew
28:16-20, it takes place after the disciples
had travelled to the Galilee, with the
time lapse unspecified. In John’s Gospel,
the “lifting up” represents both crucifixion (literally) and resurrection
(metaphorically). However, even there,
the distinction of a moment of departure / return is captured in 20:17. The
separation and departure are well prepared for in the Fourth Gospel in the
Farewell Discourse (14-17), in which
Jesus promises the Holy Spirit as the
comforter. It takes place, however, on
Easter Sunday.
In summary, the issue of Jesus’ leaving
this world and entering heaven, with
consequent apparent separation from his
followers, is of widespread concern in
the New Testament. It is all the more
surprising, therefore, to realise that the
original ending of Mark’s Gospel had no
such “ending” at all and that none of the
three or more endings added to it later is
original.
In its first edition, Mark ended starkly: So
they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror

Thought for the day
When is an ending not an ending?
Mark takes the huge risk of an apparently negative ending to the story
which began resoundingly in 1:1. The
ending does not satisfy and never
did…and that is Mark’s very point.
To have a neat narrative ending would
close the story in the past, whereas
Mark forces us to realise that the story
goes on the lives of all disciples, then
and now. We are the bearers of the
Good News, we are the continuation
of the story, a story which in truth will
never really end, thanks be to God.
Prayer
Give us the courage, God of the Good
News, to take that message into our
hearts and lives, into every time and
place. Even when we cannot feel it, we
know that the Lord is working with
with us and so we do not lose heart.
and amazement had seized them; and they said
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. (Mark
16:8). As this was the first Gospel to be
written and there were no other endings,
an ending such as in the others would
not have been expected. At the same
time, the ending in v.8 is not quite true. If
the women had said nothing to anyone
at all ever, then we would not have had
the proclamation of the resurrection! So,
why the stark ending? In part, for didactic purposes following Mark’s theme of
the failure of those closest to Jesus, including even the women at the empty tomb.
There are no guarantees!
The added endings are usually printed
these days in brackets, at the end of the
Gospel or sometimes in the footnotes. In
any case, the church reads the so-called
Longer Ending in the liturgy. The
Longer Ending seems to be an addition
placed at the end after the Gospels of
Luke and Matthew had become available. The earliest and most reliable
manuscripts lack this Ending, which is
known from the end of the second century AD. The various endings reflect the
reception of Mark’s Gospel in later centuries and are interesting from that point
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of view.
OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND
There is one story of “ascension” in the
Old Testament, which is probably in
everybody’s mind as this text was being
written and heard.
When they had crossed, Elijah said to
Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you,
before I am taken from you.” Elisha
said, “Please let me inherit a double
share of your spirit.” He responded,
“You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you
see me as I am being taken from you, it
will be granted you; if not, it will not.”
As they continued walking and talking, a
chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended
in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept
watching and crying out, “Father, father!
T h e ch a r i o t s o f I s r a e l a n d i t s
horsemen!” But when he could no
longer see him, he grasped his own
clothes and tore them in two pieces. (2Kings 2:9-12)
When Elijah was enveloped in the
whirlwind, Elisha was filled with his spirit. He performed twice as many signs,
and marvels with every utterance of his
mouth. Never in his lifetime did he
tremble before any ruler, nor could anyone intimidate him at all. (Sirach 48:12)
Elijah, because of great zeal for the law,
was taken up into heaven. (1Maccabees
2:58)
NEW TESTAMENT FOREGROUND
The Gospel passages referred to above
are naturally part of the foreground.
Without any doubt, the mystery of our
religion is great: He was revealed in
flesh, vindicated in spirit, seen by angels,
proclaimed among Gentiles, believed in
throughout the world, taken
up in glory. (1Timothy 3:16)
ST PAUL
What I am saying, brothers
and sisters, is this: flesh and
blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does
the perishable inherit the
imperishable. Listen, I will
tell you a mystery! We will
not all die, but we will all be
changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the
last trumpet. For the trumpet
will sound, and the dead will
be raised imperishable, and
we will be changed. For this
perishable body must put on
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imperishability, and this mortal body
must put on immortality. When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and
this mortal body puts on immortality,
then the saying that is written will be
fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up
in victory.” (1Corinthians 15:50-54)

hand” is a regular expression for shared
authority in the Old Testament (Ps 16:8,
11; 17:7; 18:35; 20:6; 21:8; 44:3; 45:4, 9;
48:10; 60:5; 63:8; 73:23; 77:10; 78:54;
80:15, 17; 89:13, 25, 42; 91:7; 98:1;
108:6; 109:31; 110:1, 5; 118:15-16;
121:5; 137:5; 138:7; 139:10; 142:4).

BRIEF COMMENTARY

Verse 20 Both dimensions are present:
they go out and the Lord is with them.
Cf. Acts 4:30; 6:8; 14:3; 15:12; Romans
15:19 and Heb 2:3-4.

Verse 15 This is an echo of Matthew
28:19. “Proclaim” means to announce
effectively. See also Luke 24:47.
Verse 16 This sounds like an echo of
John’s gospel (“Those who believe in
him are not condemned; but those who
do not believe are condemned already,
because they have not believed in the
name of the only Son of God.” [John
3:18] Cf. John 7:38; 14:12). In John’s
Gospel—always a bit black and white—
the one who does not believe is one who
did but lost faith. The teaching on baptism is found widely: Titus 3:5; 1 Peter
3:21.
Verses 17-18 Foolish people have tried
these things literally (!). The meaning is
on another level. Jesus’ power against
the force of evil is a gift to his followers.
Using the name is found in Mark 9:39.
Speaking in tongues the proclamation
transcends cultures and reaches into
every human heart. Cf. Acts 2:4-11 and
1 Cor 14.
This is a reassurance that the missionaries will be under the protection of the
risen Lord, who will be with them always. Snakes are mentioned in Luke
10:19. Cf. Acts 28:3-6. The Lord’s own
gift of healing will be transferred to his
followers. Cf. Acts 3:1-10; 5:12-16; 9:12,
17-18; James 5:14-15.
Verse 19 This is symbolic language for
Jesus’ entry into God’s presence. “Right

POINTERS FOR PRAYER
1. In the preceding verse Jesus had rebuked the apostles for their lack of faith.
Despite this he commissioned them to
bring the Good News to the whole
world. Witnesses to the Good News do
not have to be perfect. There is encouragement for us in this. To whom have
you brought good news? Who has been
a messenger of good news to you?
2. Jesus then tells them that their witness
will have quite dramatic effects, helping
people to overcome demons, bring them
peace and healing. Things happen when
we have belief in God and in ourselves.
Strong faith can enable us to meet and
overcome difficulties, in ways that waverers cannot do. Perhaps you have had
experience of this?
3. The ascension marked the end of the
visible presence of Jesus with the disciples, but he was with them in other
ways. ‘The Lord worked with them’.
Sometimes we can experience that death
is not the end of the presence of someone significant to us. We can experience
the unseen presence and influence of a
parent, a friend, or an inspiring leader,
after they have died. Has this happened
for you? Have you also experienced the
hidden presence of the Lord working
with you?
PRAYER
God of power and might, in
the mystery of the ascension
you have raised up and glorified your Son, and exalted
our humanity at his right
hand.
Confirm the good news your
Church proclaims, so that
when Christ returns in glory
all nations may be gathered
into the kingdom where he
lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit
God for ever and ever. Amen.
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The immeasurable greatness of his
power for us who believe
Eph 1:15 I have heard of your faith in the
Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason 16 I do not cease to give
thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.
17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you
a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you
come to know him, 18 so that, with the
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may
know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his
glorious inheritance among the saints,
19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe,
according to the working of his great
power. 20 God put this power to work
in Christ when he raised him from the
dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule
and authority and power and dominion,
and above every name that is named,
not only in this age but also in the age to
come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head
over all things for the church, 23 which
is his body, the fullness of him who fills
all in all.
INITIAL OBSERVATIONS
This reading is perfect for the feast of
the Ascension, as feast of transcendence.
It is a prayer, which gradually devolves
into credal affirmations about all God
has done for us in Jesus’ death and resurrection.
KIND OF WRITING
There is a broad consensus on the layout of this early Christian document.
Here is a typical “plan”:
I. Letter Opening, 1:1–23
II. Letter Body, 2:1–6:20
A. The mystery of Christ, 2:1–3:21
B. The Christian life, 4:1–6:20
III. Letter Closing, 6:21–24
Or, perhaps:
I. Epistolary Prescript (1:1-2)
II. Baptismal Liturgy for new converts
(1:3-3:21)
III. Baptismal homily addressed to new
converts and congregation (4:1-6:20)
IV. Epistolary postscript
In any case, the letter (i) seems not to be
by Paul himself, although within the
Pauline tradition; (ii) is written to a purely Gentile community.
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started in vv.15-16 (included above). The
intercessory prayer begun here is interrupted by credal affirmation and continued only in chapter 3. The writer prayer
for enlightenment so that the receptions
may know the faith from within their
own experience and not be dependent
on the others, even the leadership.
Verse 18 St Augustine speaks of the
ears of the heart, so it is okay to speak of
the eyes of the heart. This is the interior
vision, based on loved. As we read in
The Little Prince, “One sees clearly only
with the heart. The essential is invisible
to the eyes.” The vision is eschatological—
hope and inheritance—but with present
effect. The “saints” here means simply
the member of the Christian community. Inheritance acknowledges that we are
God’s sons and daughters—in effect, at
Paul puts it, heirs.

ORIGIN OF THE READING

Verse 19 The “power” is made apparent in the verses which follow. The author has in mind in the first place the
resurrection, then the cosmic role of
Jesus and finally, our being part of the
body of Christ.

The reason for the letter may be deduced from the prayers, exhortations
and teachings therein: Privileges of salvation (1;3-14; 2:1-10; 2:11-22); deeper
insight needed (1:17-23; 3:14-19);
church unity and mature belonging (4:116); behaviour (4:17-20 – anger, speech,
forgiveness, sexual purity, worship,
th an k s gi v i n g); h o u s eh o l d af f ai r s
(5:21-6:9); motivation (6:10-20). In other
words, we are not dealing with a very
general circular letter, but aimed at concrete needs, albeit lacking the specificity
of the authentic Pauline letters.

Verse 20 Here is the foundational affirmation of the Christian faith: God
raised Jesus.

RELATED PASSAGES

Verse 23 Suddenly, we are back in the
concrete community of faith, with which
the prayer began. Thus the writer maintains the tension of the already and not
yet.

For this reason I bow my knees before
the Father, from whom every family in
heaven and on earth takes its name. I
pray that, according to the riches of his
glory, he may grant that you may be
strengthened in your inner being with
power through his Spirit, and that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith,
as you are being rooted and grounded in
love. I pray that you may have the power
to comprehend, with all the saints, what
is the breadth and length and height and
depth, and to know the love of Christ
that surpasses knowledge, so that you
may be filled with all the fullness of
God. (Ephesians 3:14–19)
BRIEF COMMENTARY
Verse 17 The thanksgiving, in imitation
of the authentic Pauline letters, already

Verse 21 This immense cosmic vision is
still astonishing when we recall the carpenter from Nazareth. The seeds of this
evolution are already in the authentic
Paul but developed very richly in Ephesians and Colossians.
Verse 22 This is the language of Apocalyptic, as found in 1 Corinthians 15. Cf.
Psalm 8:6.

POINTERS FOR PRAYER
1. Have I know the energy and excitement in this passage in my own life?
2. What may I hope? What do I hope
for? In this vision, the sky’s the limit!
PRAYER
Now to him who by the power at work
within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or
imagine, to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus to all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.
(Ephesians 3:20–21)
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Men of Galilee: Why do you stand
looking up towards heaven?
Acts 1:1 In the first book, Theophilus, I
wrote about all that Jesus did and taught
from the beginning 2 until the day when
he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to
the apostles whom he had chosen. 3
After his suffering he presented himself
alive to them by many convincing
proofs, appearing to them during forty
days and speaking about the kingdom of
God. 4 While staying with them, he
ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but
to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have
heard from me; 5 for John baptised with
water, but you will be baptised with the
Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
1:6 So when they had come together,
they asked him, “Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to
Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you
to know the times or periods that the
Father has set by his own authority. 8
But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as
they were watching, he was lifted up,
and a cloud took him out of their sight.
10 While he was going and they were
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two
men in white robes stood by them. 11
They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up toward heaven? This
Jesus, who has been taken up from you
into heaven, will come in the same way
as you saw him go into heaven.”
INITIAL OBSERVATIONS
The Prologue to Luke’s second volume is
Acts 1:1-14. This elaborate introduction
unfolds in four distinct moments. (1) A summary of the Gospel story (vv.1-3); (2) two
representative scenes from the forty days of
Easter fellowship between Jesus and the disciples (vv. 4-8); (3) the ascension proper (vv.911); (4) a summary statement to lead us into
the narrative of Acts (12-14). In effect, we
have here a complex transition to the Acts,
with many hints of what is to come.
The Prologue has two foci: Christology and
discipleship. From the viewpoint of the literary form, Christ is the centre. From the
viewpoint of the content (the things said),
discipleship is in view.
KIND OF WRITING
This is both a prologue and a transition. A
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prologue should intrigue the reader / hearer
by presenting the context (Jesus’ definitive
departure), the protagonists (the apostles,
Mary), and the “inciting moment”, that is,
suspense of the narrative (What will happen
now that he is gone? The anticipated descent
of the Holy Spirit).
As a transition, the links with the Gospel are
clear (Theophilus), the new situation is
named (the time after the forty days), the
potential error of looking the wrong way is
acknowledged, and a summary prepares us
to the real beginning of the story-telling in
Acts 1:15.
Ascension stories—not infrequent—show a
conventional form (as here): Setting (people,
conversation, time lapse); Assumption (witnesses, cloud, “taking up”, mountain, heavenly
beings); Sequel (home, worship, choice of a
successor, the gift of God’s spirit).
ORIGIN OF THE READING
We are at the beginning of the second volume and the stage is being set for the descent
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
NEW TESTAMENT FOREGROUND
Since many have undertaken to set down an
orderly account of the events that have been
fulfilled among us, just as they were handed
on to us by those who from the beginning
were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, I
too decided, after investigating everything
carefully from the very first, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, so that you may know the truth
concerning the things about which you have
been instructed. (Luke 1:1–4)
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and,
lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While
he was blessing them, he withdrew from
them and was carried up into heaven. And
they worshiped him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God. (Luke
24:50–53)
BRIEF COMMENTARY
Verse 1 There is a clear reference to the
introduction to the Gospel: Luke 1:1–4.
Verse 2 Taken up: a reference to the “ascension” of Elijah. Cf. And see, I am sending upon
you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city
until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
(Luke 24:49) English translations regularly
add to the text “into heaven” which is missing in the Greek.
Verse 3 There reference is to the complex
of stories found in Luke 24, with perhaps a
special emphasis on the eating of the risen

Jesus. Forty is a symbolic number from the
Old Testament, earlier used for Jesus’ time of
preparation before his ministry. The kingdom
of God: an important topic in both the
Gospel (Luke 4:43; 6:20; 7:28; 8:1, 10; 9:2,
11, 27, 60, 62; 10:9, 11; 11:20; 13:18, 20,
28–29; 14:15; 16:16; 17:20–21; 18:16–17,
24–25; 19:11; 21:31; 22:16, 18; 23:51) and
the Acts )Acts 1:3; 8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 28:23,
31). The diminution reflects the later usage
of the community which was sparing. Cf.
Paul and John.
Verse 4 See the last verses of the Gospel of
Luke. For Luke, Jerusalem is the central to
the story of salvation, the clearly marked
culmination of Jesus’ ministry as well as the
starting point of the worldwide mission
which will take them to Rome itself. The
phrase translated “staying with them” has a
very nice range of meanings: (1) “Eat (salt)
with, share a meal with”; (2) “bring together,
assemble”; (3) “spend the night with, stay
with.” No. 3 is the most likely in the context.
Verse 5 This is the great contrast. Cf. Lk
3:10-17.
Verses 6-7 This fits with the denial of exact
information in the Gospel itself.
Verse 8 Power is important: Luke 1:17, 35;
4:14, 36; 5:17; 6:19; 8:46; 9:1; 10:13, 19;
19:37; 21:26–27; 22:69; 24:49; Acts 1:8;
2:22; 3:12; 4:7, 33; 6:8; 8:10, 13; 10:38;
19:11. Witnesses: Luke 11:48; 24:48; Acts
1:8, 22; 2:32; 3:15; 5:32; 6:13; 7:58; 10:39,
41; 13:31; 22:15, 20; 26:16.
Verses 9 The image is one of transcendence.
Verses 10-11 An interpretation is necessary
and turns their gaze from the past towards
the future.
POINTERS FOR PRAYER
1. Significant transitions involved endings
and beginnings. It may help to remember
your own experience of this in ordinary life.
Perhaps too, there have been significant moments of “before and after” in your discipleship?
2. In our culture, witnessing to the faith can
invite dismissal, even ridicule. We can also
meet welcome and encouragement. What
has your experience been?
3. There is a palpable sense of anticipation in
Acts 1:1-14. When you have waited on God,
in prayer and in discernment? What did you
learn? Prayer of openness to the Spirit.
PRAYER
O God, giver of the Holy Spirit, we open our
eyes to your vision, we open our hearts to
your gift, we open our lives to your direction.
We await your promise to be clothed in power from on high, so that we too may truly
bring your good news in Christ to everyone
in our time and to the ends of the earth.
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THE LITURGY
Acts 1:1-11, Psalm 47 (46); Ephesians 1:17-23; Mark 16:15-20
THE THREE READINGS
The Gospel does mention the Holy Spirit and baptism. The Lucan story of the
Ascension picks up similar themes, even
though the imaginative world of each
writer is quite distinct.
THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 47 (46) fits perfectly the feast and
the readings: God goes up with shouts of
joy; the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.
The context of writing is mostly likely
post-Exilic, when people had given up
on earthly monarchs.
SUNDAY INTRODUCTIONS
First Reading
Acts 1:1-11
Luke and the Acts of the Apostles are a twovolume work as the introduction makes plain.
The ascension—a symbol of transcendence—both closes the earthly Jesus story
and prepares for the time of the church.
Second Reading
Ephesians 1:17-23
The whole reading is a beautiful, inspiring
prayer. Let us pray too that God may “enlighten our minds so that we can see what
hope his call holds for us.”
Gospel
Mark 16:15-20
What is our role as followers of Jesus, as disciples? Using startling illustrations, this
Gospel puts it up to us.

WEEKDAY INTRODUCTIONS
Monday 17 May
Acts 19:1-8
Pentecost has a long reverberation
through the Acts and there are several
“mini” Pentecosts. Paul triggers one
when he baptises some followers of John
the Baptist.
John 16:29-33
Towards the end of the Farewell Discourse, the disciples are shown coming
to insight at last about the identity of
Jesus. It has been a long journey —
longer than you might imagine, because
we are “overhearing” the fruits of many
decades of prayer, reflection and teaching.
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Our own journey of faith cannot be
different.
Tuesday 18 May
St John I, bishop of Rome, martyr.
Acts 20:17-27
Today’s reading is a very touching scene:
the final farewell of Paul to the faithful
of Ephesus. It offers a kind of apologia
for the Pauline mission.
John 17:1-11
Today we hear the start of the final
prayer from the Farewell Discourse. It is,
of course, a prayer; but it is also a kind
of summing of the teaching so far and a
looking forward to the time after the
resurrection. You may notice the typical “definition” of eternal life: And eternal life is this: to
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent.
Wednesday 19 May
Acts 20:28-38
Paul’s last speech to the elders in Ephesus is full of still valid and good advice
and the very last moment is very moving.
John 17:11-19
“Glorify” may sound strange to us, as if
Jesus were looking for some kind of vain
recognition. In this Gospel, however, to
glorify point to the cross; specifically, it
means that the heart of God, God’s inner identity, is disclosed in Jesus’ death
and resurrection.
Thursday 29 May
St Bernardine of Siena, priest
Acts 22:30, 23:6-11
“Divide and conquer” is an old rule and
Paul uses it cannily in today’s vignette.
Paradoxically, Paul is “rescued” by the
very officials who hold him prisoner.

Friday 21 May
St Christopher Magallanes and his companions,
martyrs.
Acts 25:13-21
A key event in the life of Paul is recounted. He was under arrest in Caesarea. As
a Roman citizen, he makes appeal to the
emperor.
John 21:15-19
Because our reading of John is coming
to a close as the Easter Season ends, the
lectionary takes us forward to chapter
21. In the background, there is an
oblique reminder of his betrayal (charcoal1). But in the foreground stands the
high call to love and the fundamental
call to follow.
Saturday 21 May
St Rita of Cascia, religious
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31
The closing of the Acts is a marvellous
scene. Paul is in Rome and still preaching. It is notable that the very last sentence of the Acts reads as follows (in
Greek): proclaiming the kingdom of
God and teaching the truth about the
Lord Jesus Christ with complete freedom
and unhindered. A great ending — and a
great beginning, because it is up to us
the readers to continue the task.
John 21:20-25
Our Gospel is also a closing scene. It was
important for the community, dealing
with the death of their beloved leader.
At the same time, it provide the writer
with a second chance to close the whole
book, with mixed feelings of exasperation and wonder!

John 17:20-26
This heartfelt prayer will touch us all.
Although conflict is normal, at every
level, it cannot be normative. Therefore,
we strive for forgiveness, reconciliation
and true fellowing or oneness. May this
great prayer be ours today!
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