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Luke 2:15  When the angels had left
them and gone into heaven, the shep-
herds said to one another, “Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” 16 So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the child lying in the manger. 17
When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this
child; 18 and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told
them. 19 But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart.
20 The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them.

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS

This—the octave day of Christmas—
used to be known as the Feast of the
Circumcision, a traditional reminder
that the roots of the Christian faith are
firmly embedded in the Jewish faith.
The change of title involves a loss of
some kind but, nevertheless, our first and
second readings sustain that sense of
Jewish rootedness in a substantial way.

This reading was the Gospel for the Christmas
Dawn Mass (while the commentary is more or
less the same, the thought for the day, initial
observations, the pointers for prayer and the
closing collect are all special for the feast.)

KIND OF WRITING

(i) History: In the context of the culture,
this is “historical” writing, mirroring the
conventions and practices of the time. In
such cases, the writers use standard fopoz,
to express the significance of the person
being written about. As can be seen in
the notes, the history is a bit dodgy and
the place given to the miraculous would
not count as history today.

(if) Midrash: Neither Matthew 1-2 nor
Luke 1-2 is strictly midrash, a type of
rewriting and filling out of biblical nar-
ratives found at the time. However, the
strong links to biblical models and motifs
lend a kind of midrashic air to the writ-
ing.
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The icon of Mary, SALUS POPULI RO-
MANI (the health of the people of
Rome), is said to have arrived in Rome
in AD 590. The abbreviated letters in
Greek at the top identify Mary as
“Mother of God” MHTHP OEOY).

The image type itself suggests an Early
Christian concept dating from antiqui-
ty: a majestic, half-length portrait
showing a frank outward gaze of the
ruler-like Virgin, with her upright,
stately pose and folded hands gently
clasping the Child, unique among all
icons.

OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND

(1) David as shepherd: When they came, he
looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely
the Lord’s anointed is now before the
Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel,
“Do not look on his appearance or on
the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for the Lord does not see
as mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks on the
heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and
made him pass before Samuel. He said,
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.”
Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And
he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen

Thought for the day

he start of a new civil year gives

us pause to reflect on the twelve
months just past and to look forward
to the next year of our lives. There 1s
always darkness and light. Still, we are
sustained by this great hope, taken
paradoxically from the Book of
Lamentations:

The steadfast love of the LORD never
ceases, his mercies never come to an
end; they are new every morning;
great 1s your faithfulness. “The LORD
is my portion,” says my soul, “there-
fore T will hope in him.” (Lamenta-
tions 3:22—24)

Prayer

II time is in your hands and so we

dedicate ourselves to you at the
start of this year year. May your grace
be with us always and may we recog-
nise you presence in all we meet and
in all that happens. Through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons
pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to
Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of
these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all
your sons here?” And he said, “There
remains yet the youngest, but he is keep-
ing the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse,
“Send and bring him; for we will not sit
down until he comes here.” He sent and
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and
had beautiful eyes, and was handsome.
The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him;
for this is the one.” Then Samuel took
the horn of oil, and anointed him in the
presence of his brothers; and the spirit
of the Lord came mightily upon David
from that day forward. Samuel then set
out and went to Ramah. (1 Sam 16:6—
13)

(i) Davidic shepherd to come: 1 will set up
over them one shepherd, my servant
David, and he shall feed them: he shall
feed them and be their shepherd. (Ezek
34:23) My servant David shall be king
over them; and they shall all have one
shepherd. They shall follow my ordi-
nances and be careful to observe my
statutes. (Ezek 37:24)
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(i) Bethlehem: Often mentioned in con-
nection with David (1 Sam 17:12, 15;
20:6, 28; 2 Sam 23:14-16; 1 Chr 11:16—
18; Luke 2:4; John 7:42). A significant
echo can also be found in the book of
Ruth (Ruth 1:1-2, 19, 22; 2:4; 4:11).
The key text, however, is the one cited
by Luke:

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one
who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is
from of old, from ancient days. (Mic

5:2)
NEW TESTAMENT FOREGROUND

The Davidic origin of Jesus is important
in the New Testament and present in the
earliest texts, such as Romans 1:1-7. In
the Gospels, it is important and present
even in John’s Gospel. David is a consis-
tent subject of reflection also in Luke’s
second volume. For example:

The whole assembly kept silence, and
listened to Barnabas and Paul as they
told of all the signs and wonders that
God had done through them among the
Gentiles. After they finished speaking,
James replied, “My brothers, listen to
me. Simeon has related how God first
looked favourably on the Gentiles, to
take from among them a people for his
name. This agrees with the words of the
prophets, as it is written, ‘After this I will
return, and I will rebuild the dwelling of
David, which has fallen; from its ruins I
will rebuild it, and I will set it up, so that
all other peoples may seek the Lord—
even all the Gentiles over whom my
name has been called. Thus says the
Lord, who has been making these things
known from long ago. (Acts 15:12-19)

“And now, friends, I know that you acted
in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In
this way God fulfilled what he had fore-
told through all the prophets, that his
Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore,
and turn to God so that your sins may
be wiped out, so that times of refreshing
may come from the presence of the
Lord, and that he may send the Messiah
appointed for you, that is, Jesus, who
must remain in heaven until the time of
universal restoration that God an-
nounced long ago through his holy
prophets. (Acts 3:17-21).

ST PAUL

Apart from Romans 1:1-7, Paul refers to David
as the author of the Psalms. So also David
speaks of the blessedness of those to
whom God reckons righteousness apart
from works: “Blessed are those whose
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iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins
are covered; blessed is the one against
whom the Lord will not reckon sin.”
(Rom 4:6-8)

BRIEF COMMENTARY

Verse 15 Shepherds as such don’t really
recur in the Gospel. But there is, of
course, the parable of the lost sheep in
Luke 15:3-7.

Verse 16 Mary and Joseph were previ-
ously mentioned in Luke 1:27.

Verse 17 The word for what had been
told them (rhéma) is a feature of Luke-
Acts Mt (5) Mk (2) Lk (19) Jn (12) Acts
(14). The range is from “what was said”
to “an event that can be spoken about.”

That is, they bear witness, confirming
their experience. Cf. Luke 24:35.

Verse 18 The “all” is very important
for Matthew and for Luke and on this
day means that salvation is offered to all
without discrimination. Here are the
occurrences: Mt (129) Mk (68) Lk (158)
Jn (65) Acts (171). Cf. ‘In the last days it
will be, God declares, that I will pour out
my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy, and
your young men shall see visions, and
your old men shall dream dreams. (Acts
2:17)  Then Peter began to speak to
them: “I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what 1s
right is acceptable to him. You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is
Lord of all (Acts 10:34-37). Amazement
as a reaction is also a feature of Luke-

Acts Mt (7) Mk (4) Lk (13) Jn (6) Acts (5)

Verse 19 The only two other occur-
rences of the word “treasured” illustrate
the range of meaning rather well: (i)
Neither is new wine put into old wine-
skins; otherwise, the skins burst, and the
wine is spilled, and the skins are de-
stroyed; but new wine is put into fresh
wineskins, and so both are preserved.”
(Matt 9:17) (i) for Herod feared John,
knowing that he was a righteous and
holy man, and he protected him. When he
heard him, he was greatly perplexed;
and yet he liked to listen to him. (Mark
6:20)

In the New Testament, the other word
“pondered” is limited to Luke-Acts
(Luke 2:19; 14:31; Acts 4:15; 17:18;
18:27; 20:14). The meaning ranges from
the literal (to take with) to the metaphor-
ical (to consider, to discuss). Heart also
has a certain prominence in Luke-Acts
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Mt (16) Mk (11) Lk (22) Jn (7) Acts (20).

Verse 20 To glorify has a limited fre-
quency in Luke-Acts, but of course it is
extensively used in John’s Gospel (4-1-9-
23+5). The Gospel ends with something
very like this: and they were continually
in the temple blessing God.  (Luke
24:53). Praising is special to Luke-Acts
Mt (0) Mk (0) Lk (3) Jn (0) Acts (3), even
if not that common. “Seen and heard”
make an interesting combination. Cf.
And he answered them, “Go and tell
John what you have seen and heard: the
blind receive their sight, the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised, the poor have good
news brought to them. (Luke 7:22) Then
he said, “The God of our ancestors has
chosen you to know his will, to see the
Righteous One and to hear his own
voice; for you will be his witness to all
the world of what you have seen and
heard. And now why do you delay? Get
up, be baptised, and have your sins
washed away, calling on his name.” (Acts
22:14-16)

POINTERS FOR PRAYER

1. A new year invites us first of all to
take stock of the last year — what were
the moments which mattered and which
somehow “stayed” with me? Was I able
to see the hand of God in the people I
met and in the various events? A mo-
ment of discernment and gratitude.

2. A new year also signals the chance of
a new beginning — his mercies are new
every morning! Can I open my heart to
God’s presence and grace in a new way
this year?

3. If T were to name some hopes this
year — for family, for myself, for my
faith and discipleships — what comes to
mind? A prayer to the Holy Spirit that
we may be guided by God’s grace today
and always.

PRAYER

God most high, your only Son embraced
the weakness of our flesh to give us the
power to become your children; your
enteral Word chose to dwell among us,
that we might live in your presence.

Grant us a spirit of wisdom to know
how rich in the glory you have made our
own and how great the hope to which
we are called in Jesus Christ, your Word
made flesh, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, in
the splendour of eternal light, God for
ever and ever. Amen.
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Born of a woman, under the Law

Gal 4:1 Now I mean that the hew; as long as
he is a minoy, is no different from a slave, though
he s the owner of everything 2 But he is under
guardians and managers until the date set by his
Jather. 3 So also we, when we were minors, were
enslaved under the basic forces of the world. 4
But when the appropriate time had
come, God sent out his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem
those who were under the law, so that we
may be adopted as sons with full rights.
6 And because you are sons, God sent
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, who
calls “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no
longer a slave but a son, and if you are a
son, then you are also an heir through

God. (NET)
INITIAL OBSERVATIONS

Our reading is chosen because it men-
tions the mother of Jesus. The reference
is rather general, indicating the common
humanity we share with Jesus; neverthe-
less, the reading is suitable for feast be-
cause of what it says about us as chil-
dren of God.

KIND OF WRITING

Although this is a relatively clear read-
ing, the great letter to the Galatians does
not yield its secrets easily! The overall
pattern of the letter is like this:

Introduction 1:6-10
Topic 1:11-12
Step 1 1:13-2:21
Step 2 3:1-4:7
Step 3 4:8-5:12
Step 4 5:13-6:10
Conclusion 6:11-18

Our reading from from the second great
argument or proof. Paul is keen to show
that (1) that the Galatians already had
the gifts of the Spirit; (2) that Jesus’
death is an act of compassionate solidar-
ity with all humanity; (3) that descent
from Abraham is spiritual, not physical
and (4) we are all equally children of
God. This means that our reading—as
the conclusion to this key discussion—
has a specific, concrete meaning in the
context of the letter. To make the con-
nection with the letter clearer, the three
opening verses have been included.

Address 3:1-5
Argument 3:6-14
Example 3:15-18
Question 1 3:19-20
Question 2 3:21-22
Conclusion 1 3:23-29
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Conclusion 2 4:1-7
ORIGIN OF THE READING

The letter can be a challenge but the
story behind it is relatively clear. Paul
established in Galatia faith communities,
made up exclusively of Gentiles. Later
on, Jewish Christian evangelists arrived
and created a major disturbance. They
claimed to be connected in a significant
way with the church in Jerusalem. This
must have been true and had a big im-
pact on the Galatians. They centred
their message in the Mosaic Law, nam-
ing it as the venerable and permanent
word of God, practiced by the Jerusalem
Christ-believers, under the leadership of
no less figure than James, the brother of
the Lord. The putting back of the
Torah, the Law, in its ritual observances
(circumcision, dietary regulations and
Sabbath observance), undermined Paul’s
Gospel of the extension of God’s
covenant grace to all humanity without
distinction. Hence, the “warmly” argued,
and great, Letter to the Galatians.

RELATED READING

So then, brothers and sisters, we are
under obligation, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh (for if you live
according to the flesh, you will die), but
if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body you will live. For all
who are led by the Spirit of God are the
children of God. For you did not receive
the spirit of slavery leading again to fear,
but you received the Spirit of adoption,
by whom we cry, “Abba, Father.” The
Spirit himself bears witness to our spirit
that we are God’s children. And if chil-
dren, then heirs (namely, heirs of God
and also fellow heirs with Christ) —if
indeed we suffer with him so we may
also be glorified with him. (Romans

8:12-17)
BRIEF COMMENTARY

Verses 1-2 A minor, under Roman law,
had no rights until majority was
reached. Gal 3:1-4:7 gives the context.

Verse 3 In St Paul’s mind, we were kept
as “heirs withouts rights” until Jesus
came and the Spirit was poured into our
hearts. “Elemental forces” = earth, wa-
ter, air and fire, a summary reference to
the many gods and goddesses. The “we”
is unexpected and may point in a gener-
al way to calendrical observances, com-
mon to both Judaism and polytheism.
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Verse 4 Paul uses a unique expression
the whole New Testament: the fullness
(pleroma) of time (fou chronou). In the
undisputed letters, he does use “fullness”
but to mean either the inclusion of Jews
in salvation (Rom 11:12) or the fulfil-
ment of the law (Rom 13:10), both illu-
minating for this context. Here, he hints
at calendar observances and the new
time initiated by Christ. NB the humani-
ty of Jesus comes first — born of a
woman, a reflection of Paul’s universal-
ism. “Under the Law” is a rich Pauline
expression: Rom 6:14-15; 1 Cor 9:20;
Gal 3:23; 4:4-5, 21; 5:18.

Verse 5 To redeem is literally “to deliv-
er”, to set free, which is Paul’s meaning
here. Jesus’ death and resurrection liber-
ated us from the Law — meaning again,
the ritual expression of ecthnic identity
(circumcision, dietary regulations and
Sabbath observance). “Under the law” is
repeated to emphasise the status of be-
ing a minor. The NET version keeps the
gender specific word “sons” to echo the
same word used of Jesus earlier.

Verse 6 The evidence of being set free
1s the experience of the Spirit. In Gala-
tians, Paul insists the Gentiles had full
experience of Spirit before the arrival of
the Judaizers. NB Gal 3:1-5. The use of
the Aramaic “abba” is pointed: they did
not need instruction from these Judeans
to pray as Jesus did. Heart = the seat of
discernment and knowledge.

Verse 7 The argument is summarised in
reverse: you were a minor, you are now a
son or daughter of God and therefore an
heir (Gal 4:1-2) and therefore no longer
under the Law. The very next verse 8 is
a key: they used to be “enslaved” to
“gods” but seem to have chosen to be
“enslaved” to the Law. But: For freedom
Christ has set us free. (Galatians 5:1)

POINTERS FOR PRAYER

1. We can always ask ourselves: to what
am I enslaved? How do I (paradoxically)
curtain my freedom by my (false) choic-
es? Who will set me free and how?

2. The Spirit 1s present and at work in
cach of us. How to I recognise that ac-
tivity and presence?

PRAYER

G od of every grace and gift, you have
poured into our hearts the Spirit of
your Son, enabling us to be your daugh-
ters and son and, even more, to call you,
the sustainer of the cosmos, Abba, Fa-
ther. May this extraordinary gift sustain
us, now and always. Amen.
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The Blessing of Aaron

Num 6:22 The LORD spoke to Moses,
saying, 23 “Speak to Aaron and his sons,
saying: Thus you shall bless the Is-
raclites: You shall say to them: 24 The
LORD bless you and keep you; 25 the
LORD make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious to you; 26 the LORD lift
up his countenance upon you and give
you peace. 27 “So they shall put my
name on the Israelites, and I will bless
them.”

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS

This short first reading is suitably read
on the first day of the new civil year,
asking God’s blessing for the year ahead.

KIND OF WRITING

The blessing given here is carefully de-
signed to come to a climax. There are
three lines of poetry, with each line hav-
ing two verbs. The first verb in each line
— bless, shine, lift up — expresses the
action of the Lord (YHWH) toward the
worshipper. The second verb — keep, be
gracious, give peace — expresses the
effect of God’s actions. It is notable that
the lines become longer and richer as
the prayer goes on, a kind of verbal in-
dicator of increasing abundance of
blessing. The last line (v. 27) is not in the
lectionary reading but is very much part
of it. See the commentary below and the
illustration on this page.

ORIGIN OF THE READING

The overall context here is Numbers
5:1-6:27, where we find laws designed to
protect the camp from ritual defilement
and impurity. It begins with social laws,
aimed at practices outside of the camp
(5:1-4) and goes on to actions within the
camp (5:5-6:21) before concluding with
the priestly blessing, which is our read-
ing. The next large section goes on to
deal with the Tabernacle in the centre of
the camp.

RELATED PASSAGES

Aaron lifted his hands toward the people
and blessed them, and he came down
after sacrificing the purification offering,
the burnt offering, and the offering of
well-being. Moses and Aaron entered the
tent of meeting and then came out and
blessed the people, and the glory of the
LORD appeared to all the people.
(Leviticus 9:22-23)

At that time the LORD set apart the tribe
of Levi to carry the ark of the covenant
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of the LORD, to stand before the LORD
to minister to him and to bless in his
name, to this day. (Deuteronomy 10:8)

Then the priests, the sons of Levi, shall
come forward, for the LORD your God
has chosen them to minister to him and
to pronounce blessings in the name of the
LORD, and by their decision all cases of
dispute and assault shall be settled.
(Deuteronomy 21:5)

Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his
wife and say, “May the LORD repay you
with children by this woman for the loan
that she made to the LORD,” and then
they would return to their home. (1

Samuel 2:20)

An expanded form of the blessing—also attrac-
twe—comes from the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Then the priests are to bless all those
foreordained to God, who walk faultless
in all of His ways, saying “May He bless
you with every good thing and preserve you from
every evil. May He enlighten your mind with
wisdom for living, be gracious to you with the
knowledge of elernal things, and Uft up His
gracious countenance upon you for everlasting

peace.” (1Qs 2:1b—4a)
BRIEF COMMENTARY

Verses 22-23 This priestly blessing
gives concise yet beautiful expression to
the conviction that Israel owes every-
thing to God, who shields his people
from all harm and grants them all things
necessary for their welfare (Salwom). It
may also represent an attempt to stan-
dardise the blessing formula.

Verse 24 In Hebrew, the first blessing
has three words, the second five, the
third seven (see Kind of writing). The first
blessing is not so precise and in the rab-
binic tradition was taken to refer to ma-
terial well being. To keep is to protect, a
frequent prayer in the Psalms.

Verse 25 The facing of God shining on
you is an invitation to experience the
radiance of God’s presence.Cf. Pss 4:7;
31:17; 44:4; 67:2; 80:4, 8, 20; 89:16;
119:135 To be gracious is one of the
covenant attributes of God (see Exodus
34:6-7)

Verse 26 The face lifted up is in con-
trast to the downcast face, betokening
disfavour. Cf. Deut 31:18; Pss 30:8;
44:25; 104:29. Peace ($alwdom) means
wholeness and well-being. Cf. Lev 26:6;
Job 21:9.
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KETEF HINNOM SCROLLS

KH2 - CIRCA 650-587 B.C.

In tombs in southern Jerusalem over-
looking the Valley of Hinnom, excava-
tors unearthed two tiny objects now
known as the “Retef Hinnom Amulets.”
They contain the priestly benediction
of Numbers 6:24-26.

Fragmentary and tiny as they are,
these amulets are the earliest surviving
biblical texts from antiquity.

Verse 27 The prescription to place
God’s name upon Israel probably refers
to to amulets inscribed with the name of
the YHWH worn around the neck. Such
an interpretation is supported by the
discovery in a Jerusalem tomb of two
silver amulets incised with slightly short-
er versions of the priestly benediction in
Num. See the illustration on this page.

POINTERS FOR PRAYER

1. Perhaps I could write my own per-
sonal prayer of blessing for the new
year? What comes spontaneously to
mind?

2. At the present time, we think not only
of ourselves or of our faith community
of but humanity in general— in need of
wisdom and grace from God.

PRAYER

hank you, God of creation and

covenant, that you make all things
new. Thank you for all that you've al-
lowed into our lives this past year, the
good along with the hard things, which
have reminded us how much we need
you and rely on your presence filling us
every single day. We pray for your Spirit
to lead us each step of this New Year.
We ask that you will guide our decisions
and turn our hearts to deeply desire you
above all else. Through Christ our Lord.

4
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ITHE LITURGY

Numbers 6:22-26; Psalm 67 (66); Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21

THE READINGS

The first reading is really independent,
chosen because of the start of the civil
year — a very suitable prayer of bless-
ing. The Gospel is a repeat from
Christmas, chosen to show Mary “trea-
suring all these things.

THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Psalm 67 (66) is a perfect response to the
Aaronic blessing: O God, be gracious
and bless us.

FIRST READING
Numbers 6:22-27

For the start of the New Year, we listen
to beautiful blessing from the Book of
Numbers, knows as the Blessing of
Aaron.

SECOND READING
Galatians 4:4-7

This is the only reference in the Letters
of St Paul to the mother of Jesus — and
he mentions to emphasise that Jesus
shared our common humanity and that
in Jesus we are also the children of God.

GOSPEL
Luke 2:(15)16-20

We already heard this Gospel on
Christmas day. It is chosen for the feast
so we can see in Mary, as mother of the
church, the ideal response to the Gospel.

Monday 2 January
Sts Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,
bishops, doctors

1 John 2:29-3:6

Today we hear a justly famous passage,
which goes simply and directly to the
heart of the matter. The proclamation
of the love of God is completed by pre-
senting the consequences for us as be-
lievers.

John 1:29-34

What John says of Jesus reflects the un-
derstanding of the Fourth Gospel, an
understanding which is deep and chal-
lenging. Most likely, we are not really
hearing the opinion of the historical
John the Baptist but the theology of the
evangelist.
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Tuesday 3 January
St Munchin, bishop

1 John 3:7-10

The test of good living is not introspec-
tion but inspection of how we actually
live and what choices we make. As
Archbishop Temple put it long ago: it is
not the action matters and prayer helps
but that prayer matters and action is its
test.

John 1:35-42

The question at the centre of this
Gospel 1s the key question for life as
such. A slightly more accurate transla-
tion could be: what do you desire? The
question comes up again in John 20 with
a highly significant adjustment: whom
are you looking for?

Wednesday 4 January

1 john 3:11-21

Today’s reading offers us a kind of spiri-
tuality of the incarnation. Because we
have been loved, we have to love in re-
turn. The key verse is: This has taught
us love — that he gave up his life for us;
and we, too, ought to give up our lives
for our brothers.

John 1:43-51

The call stories in John’s Gospel can
seem natural, simply, even naive. Like
everything else in this Gospel, they call
for interpretation. Why, for example, a
fig tree precisely? The first species of
tree mentioned in the Bible is the fig tree
and the rabbinic tradition drew the con-
clusion that the tree of knowledge of
good and evil was a fig tree. Then they
took a leap: knowledge of good and evil
is given in the Torah, God’s Word, and
so Philip was already searching the
Scriptures.

Thursday 5 January

1 John 3:22-4:6

Something of the difficult situation of
the Johannine community comes to ex-
pression here. Clearly, there has been a
split over doctrine and there is great
anxiety that the true believers might be
“contaminated” by false teaching at the
hands of false prophets.

Maithew 4:12-17, 25-25
Matthew “locates” the proclamation of
Jesus with a mighty quotation from Isa-
1ah. Following on the story of the Magi,
we have a ringing affirmation of the
inclusion of the Gentiles.

\

ﬁapiphany 6 January
FIRST READING
Isaiah 60:1-6

The ingathering of Israel is expanded
here to all those who search for God. It
is a thrilling reading, which has enriched
how we imagine the Magi.

SECOND READING
Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6

Who 1is called into relationship with
God? All of us, every human being
without distinction. The revelation in
Christ is an unveiling of God’s longing
for us.

GOSPEL
Matthew 2:1-12

How can we discover or rediscover God
and Christ? Only by recognising that
“you have made us for yourself and our
hearts are restless until the come to rest
in God.” The human condition may be

summarised as “the heart in
Qﬂgrimage.” j

Saturday 7 January
St Raymond of Peiafort

1 John 3:22-4:6

Something of the difficult situation of
the Johannine community comes to ex-
pression here. Clearly, there has been a
split over doctrine and there is great
anxiety that the true believers might be
“contaminated” by false teaching at the
hands of false prophets.

Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25

Matthew “locates” the proclamation of
Jesus with a mighty quotation from Isa-
iah. Following on the story of the Magi,
we have a ringing affirmation of the
inclusion of the Gentiles.
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