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John 16:12 [Jesus said:] “I still have 
many things to say to you, but you can-
not bear them now.  13 When the Spirit 
of  truth comes, he will guide you into all 
the truth; for he will not speak on his 
own, but will speak whatever he hears, 
and he will declare to you the things that 
are to come.  14 He will glorify me, be-
cause he will take what is mine and de-
clare it to you.  15 All that the Father has 
is mine. For this reason I said that he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you.”  

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS 

The Fourth Gospel is in two parts: The 
Book of  Signs (1-12) and the Book of  
Glory (13-20+21). Within the Book of  
Glory, the farewell discourse of  Jesus 
takes up most of  five chapters. The out-
line is as follows:  

THE BOOK OF GLORY (13:1-20:31)  

A.  The Last Discourse (13:1-17:26)  
a. 		 Making God known: the foot wash	
	 	 ing and the morsel (13:1-38)  
	 b. 	Departure (14:1-31)  
	 	 c. To abide, to love, and to be hated 	
	 	 (15:1-16:3)  
	 b1. Departure (16:4-33)  
a1.		 Making God known: Jesus’ final 	
	 	 prayer (17:1-26)  

When a text is laid out in a pattern like 
this (a-b-c-b1-a1), the important question 
to ask is whether the physical centre of  
the pattern (here c. 15:1-16:3) is the cen-
tre of  meaning or the heart of  the mat-
ter. When the outer parts correspond 
(e.g. b and b1), then the reader is entitled 
to read one in the light of  other. 

In our case, the promise of  continued 
presence through the Spirit is treated 
twice, that is, in chapters 14 and 16, and 
these chapters ought to be read in light 
of  each other.  

KIND OF WRITING 

The farewell speech is fairly well estab-
lished as a literary genre in the Old Tes-

tament and the apocryphal books of  the 
intertestamental period. There are nu-
merous examples, like the blessings of  
Ja c o b t o h i s c h i l d r e n i n G e n 
47:29-49:33, the farewell of  Joshua to 
the nation of  Israel in Josh 22-24, and 
David’s farewell speech in 1 Chron 
28-29. In the Deuterocanonical books 
we have the farewell speech of  Tobit 
from his deathbed in Tobit 14:3-11. 
Elsewhere, the entire contents of  the 
Testaments of  the Twelve Patriarchs are 
farewell speeches, patterned after Jacob’s 
final address in Genesis. The Book of  
Jubilees gives farewell speeches for Noah 
(ch. 10), Abraham (chs. 20-22), and Re-
becca and Isaac (chs. 35-36). Josephus 
includes a farewell address for Moses. 
The features found there are also here in 
John 13-17: imminent death, synthesis 
of  teaching, promise of  presence-in-ab-
sence, future challenges, the unity of  the 
surviving members. 

OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND 

There is an interesting and wide back-
ground to the Spirit in the Old Testa-
ment (both in Hebrew and in Greek). 

The Spirit and creation: Gen 1:2; Job 33:4; 
Ps 104:30. The Spirit is a saving power: 
Ex 14:21; 1 Kings 18:45. The Spirit guides 
history and people: Judges 3:10; 6:34, 1 
Sam 10:1-13; 16:13. The prophets are 
inspired by the Spirit: Isa. 34:16; 63:10; 
Ezek. 18:31). It was expected that the 
final, messianic age would be the age of  the 
Spirit: on rulers (Isa. 11:1-10; 42:1; 61:1); 
on the whole people; Isa. 32:15; 44:3; Ezek. 
39:29; Joel 2:28[3:28] changing hearts 
of  stone to hearts of  flesh (Isa. 59:21; 
Ezek. 36:26-27). Late pre-NT Judaism 
emphasises the Spirit of  prophecy, of  
revelation and guidance (Sir. 48:24), of  
wisdom (Wis. 7:7; 9:17; 1QH 12:11–13), 
and occasionally of  praise.  

NEW TESTAMENT FOREGROUND 

The Holy Spirit is central to the religious 
imagination of  the Fourth Gospel, being 
the link between God, the believer and 
Jesus. Here are some of  the important 
texts. 

Jesus has the Holy Spirit: And John testi-
fied, “I saw the Spirit descending from 
heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. I myself  did not know him, but the 
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When the Spirit of  truth comes, he 
will guide you into all the truth

Thought for the day 

“Silence is the language God speaks 
and everything else is a bad transla-
tion” is variously attributed. Whoever 
penned it, it strikes a chord on the 
feast of  the Holy and Undivided Trin-
ity. As we stand before the absolute 
mystery of  God, one and three, tran-
scendent and immanent, greater than 
our hearts and yet closer to us than we 
are to ourselves, wordless prayer is 
fitting. And yet…the Mysterious Si-
lence has been broken, if  not by 
“mere” words then certainly by the 
Word made flesh, whose Spirit has 
been poured into our hearts. 

Prayer 

God, beyond our minds and ideas, our 
hearts and our feelings, we believe 
absolutely in your love for each and 
for all. Let your astonishing love kindle 
in our inner selves a response of  love 
and wonder. Amen. 

HEARERS OF THE WORD 
Proverbs 8:22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15
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one who sent me to baptise with water 
said to me, ‘He on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain is the one 
w h o b a p t i s e s w i t h t h e H o l y 
Spirit.’  (John 1:32–33) On the last day 
of  the festival, the great day, while Jesus 
was standing there, he cried out, “Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me, and 
let the one who believes in me drink. As 
the scripture has said, ‘Out of  the be-
liever’s heart shall flow rivers of  living 
water.’” Now he said this about the Spir-
it, which believers in him were to re-
ceive; for as yet there was no Spirit, be-
cause Jesus was not yet glorified. (John 
7:37–39) 

Jesus’ death “releases” the Holy Spirit: When 
Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It 
is finished.” Then he bowed his head 
and gave up his spirit. (lit. he handed over 
his Spirit; John 19:30) 

The spirit is the special gift of  the Risen Lord: 
Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to 
your advantage that I go away, for if  I 
do not go away, the Advocate will not 
come to you; but if  I go, I will send him 
to you.  (John 16:7) When he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If  you 
forgive the sins of  any, they are forgiven 
them; if  you retain the sins of  any, they 
are retained.”  (John 20:22–23) 

Believers are reborn in the Spirit: Jesus an-
swered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one 
can enter the kingdom of  God without 
being born of  water and Spirit. What is 
born of  the flesh is flesh, and what is 
born of  the Spirit is spirit. Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must 
be born from above.’ The wind blows 
where it chooses, and you hear the 
sound of  it, but you do not know where 
it comes from or where it goes. So it is 
with everyone who is born of  the 
Spirit.”  (John 3:5–8) But the hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such 
as these to worship him. God is spirit, 
and those who worship him must wor-
ship in spirit and truth.”  (John 4:23–24) 

The Spirit / Advocate has three tasks: And I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you forev-
er.  (John 14:16) But the Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, will teach you everything, 
and remind you of  all that I have said to 
you.  (John 14:26) “When the Advocate 
comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of  truth who comes 
from the Father, he will testify on my 
behalf.  (John 15:26) 

ST PAUL 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in 
the Spirit, since the Spirit of  God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the 
Spirit of  Christ does not belong to him. 
But if  Christ is in you, though the body 
is dead because of  sin, the Spirit is life 
because of  righteousness. If  the Spirit of  
him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will give life to your mortal 
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells 
in you.  (Rom 8:9–11) 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weak-
ness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes 
with sighs too deep for words. And God, 
who searches the heart, knows what is 
the mind of  the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the 
will of  God.  (Rom 8:26–27) 

BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Verse 12 Understanding later is a key 
feature of  this Gospel: 2:22; 12:16; 
14:25-26, 16:12-13; 20:9. This devel-
oped emphasis surely reflects the experi-
ence of  the first generation of  believers 
as they read the ministry in the light of  
the resurrection. “Now” continues the 
fiction that these words—from the hand 
of  the evangelist—go back to the actual 
time before the death of  Jesus.  

Verse 13 Spirit and truth are closely 
connected in the Johannine writings: 
John 4:23–24; 14:17; 15:26; 16:13; 1 
John 4:6; 5:6. “Truth” here is interper-
sonal and even personal, because Jesus 
himself, in this Gospel, is the way, the 
truth and the life: Jesus said to him, “I am 
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.”  (John 
14:6) 

Verse 14 Glory and glorification do not 
refer in this Gospel to honour, or reputa-
tion etc. Instead, glory is a category that 
has to do with revelation, precisely the 
revelation of  God’s compassionate love 
through the lifting up of  Jesus on the 
cross and into the resurrection. “He will 
glorify me” needs to be translated as 
follows: the function of  the Holy Spirit is 
to bring into the hearts of  believers that 
very love between Jesus and the Father, 
so that God’s compassionate love, re-
vealed through the Pascal Mystery, may 
live in the centre of  our being. In that 
exhilarating sense, “he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you.”  

Verse 15 This wonderful gift of  rela-
tionship takes us back to the Father, “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his 

only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life.  (John 3:16) 

POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

1. Wisdom about life comes slowly and 
sometimes painfully. Hearing the ‘right’ 
answer at the ‘wrong’ time does not help 
us. We need to be ready and open to 
receiving the truth if  it is to have any 
impact. Perhaps you can recall some 
occasions when it was the ‘right’ time for 
you to learn a truth about life. Remem-
ber your experiences of  growing in un-
derstanding and truth. 

2. Perhaps the Spirit guided you through 
the words of  someone close to you, or 
through the words and actions of  people 
you read about or saw on TV. Or maybe 
understanding came to you when pray-
ing or reflecting on your life. Remember 
and give thanks for the people who have 
helped you to greater wisdom on your 
journey through life. 

3. Wisdom is handed on from person to 
person, and from generation to genera-
tion, within families, within communi-
ties, etc. Are there any particular gems 
of  wisdom that you cherish from what 
has been handed on to you? 

PRAYER 

God, your name is veiled in mystery, yet 
we dare to call you Father; your Son was 
begotten before all ages, yet is born 
among us in time; your Holy Spirit fills 
the whole creation, yet is poured forth 
now into our hearts. 	  

Because you have made us and loved us 
and called us by your name, draw us 
more deeply into your divine life, that 
we may glorify you rightly, through your 
Son, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Rom 5:1    Therefore, since we are justi-
fied by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 
through whom we have obtained access 
to this grace in which we stand; and we 
boast in our hope of  sharing the glory of  
God.  3 And not only that, but we also 
boast in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance,  4 and 
endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope,  5 and hope 
does not disappoint us, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been 
given to us.  

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS 

Our reading for the feast is especially 
well chosen. It brings together in a kind 
of  experiential way the persons of  the 
Trinity. Paul, of  course, would never 
have used such a term but in texts like 
these you can see the seeds of  the later 
doctrine.    

CONTEXT IN THE COMMUNITY 

Paul wrote to the Romans to help them 
resolves an issue which was central to his 
own mission: how both Jews and Gen-
tiles might live in communion and in 
mutual respect. The specific challenges 
goes back to how much of  Jewish tradi-
tional practice may be retained and, 
perhaps, imposed. In the mind of  Paul, 
the so-called identity markers of  Ju-
daism—setting apart God’s chosen peo-
ple—simply no longer make sense in the 
light of  Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
Now that God has extended his 
covenant and opened his grace to all 
“without distinction,” such separation is 
not only not necessary but it even be-
trays a failure to understand God’s 
project in Jesus.    

KIND OF WRITING 

In the broadest terms, the later to the 
Romans unfolds in four major moments:  

1-4: all have sinned; all in need of  grace 
5-8: God’s grace in Christ 
9-11: Jews and Gentiles in God’s plan 
12-15: How to live tolerantly  

Our reading comes from step 2. At this 
point, Paul parades all that Christians 
have received in Christ— salvation, 

faith, baptism, the continued moral 
struggle, Abba Father, the Holy Spirit 
and unshakeable faith in Christ. It is a 
mighty display, in the light of  which the 
various divisions and differences are 
reduced to insignificance. It is a kind of  
implied a fortiori argument: with so much 
in common…and useful today!  

The key Pauline triad of  faith, hope and 
love is present here, in the same order as 
in 1 Corinthians 13:13 (contrast 1 Thess 
1:3; 5:8).  We may note, finally, that this 
whole argument from 5 to 8 is framed by 
affirmations about the God, Christ and 
the Spirit.  

RELATED PASSAGES 

No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of  God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. (Romans 8:37–39) 

Not that I have already obtained this or 
have already reached the goal; but I 
press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
Beloved, I do not consider that I have 
made it my own; but this one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of  the 
heavenly call of  God in Christ Jesus.  
(Philippians 3:12–14) 

BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Verse 1 The second major section of  
the letter starts here with “therefore.” 
The very first word in Greek is 
“justified,” emphatically located.  

“By faith” has two meanings. By the 
faith and fidelity of  Jesus, God brought 
about our salvation. By our faith, that is 
by our trust in God who raised Jesus, we 
enter into that salvation. Peace is a 
summary word, with all its range of  
meanings in the Hebrew Bible, and, at 
the same time, an objective word de-
scribing the new situation of  humanity 
in Christ. Notice the “we have.” Many 
manuscripts and some translations have 
“let us have.”  The indicative is likely 

correct.  

Verse 2 Access is a fairly rare word 
which can also be translated as ap-
proach. Grace is a huge topic in Paul. 
The base meaning is favour or gift. It is 
used in the OT to speaks of  God’s elec-
tion, based precisely on his gracious love. 
In the NT, it can mean God’s initiative, 
God’s call and God’s gifts in the charisma-
ta. Here, the chief  sense is God’s gra-
cious achievement in Christ. The corre-
sponding human response is faith.   

The temporal markers are important 
here. Paul does believe in the events of  
salvation as an objective reality already 
achieved in Christ. In the present, be-
lievers really live this reality, but not yet 
fully. The old “already-and-not-yet” 
should be kept in mind. Paul has a very 
strong tension towards the future com-
pletion of  salvation. He is also sharply 
aware that becoming a disciple is never 
over, as we see in the next few verses (cf. 
Phil 3:12-14).  

Elsewhere, Paul prohibits boasting, as a 
human achievement, but, of  course, we 
may properly be confident and even 
boast of  God’s action in Christ.  

Verses 3-5a Even though so much has 
been bestowed upon us, we suffer and 
we struggle. Paul’s literary skill is evident 
here as he combines concatenated con-
junctions with supple use of  anadiplosis (= 
last word of  a phrase taken up at the 
start of  the next). Paul makes it clear 
that salvation is still a process, open to 
conversion and open to the future. 

Verse 5b “Love of  God” has two 
meanings, both of  which are present 
here. The primary meaning is God’s love 
for us on the basis of  which we are abled 
to love God. Cf. 1 John 4:19 for the 
same teaching. For the pour out of  the 
Spirit see for example Isa 32:15 and Joel 
2:28–29. For love at the end of  Romans 
8, see the citation above.  

POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

1. Paul’s awareness of  the grace/gift an 
help us recognise, joyfully, all we have 
received.   

2. Has it been my experience that suffer-
ing and endurance can be positive? 

PRAYER 

God of  every grace and gift, we come 
before in gratitude and great joy. Send 
your Holy Spirit once more into our 
hearts and lives that we may truly know 
your love and come to love you by the 
power of  the same Holy Spirit. Amen.   
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God’s love has been poured           
into our hearts                          

through the Holy Spirit
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INITIAL OBSERVATIONS 

It has long been recognised that Wisdom 
speculation and, in particular, the per-
sonification of  Lady Wisdom, lie behind 
some key Christologies of  the New Tes-
tament: for example, Paul, John, Colos-
sians and Ephesians. Our reading is cho-
sen to show this earlier expression of  
God’s presence in all there is (panenthe-
ism, really). It is not so strange if  we 
recall the speech of  Paul on the Areopa-
gus: For ‘In him we live and move and have our 
being’ (Acts 17:28) 

ORIGIN OF THE READING 

The reading comes from the book of  
Proverbs, the layout of  which is given on 
the right. Our passage crowns the open-
ing section of  the book from chapters 1 
to 9.    

KIND OF WRITING 

It is poetry, showing the usual mark of  
parallelism. The tone of  self  praise may 
seem odd, but in fact it is common in the 
literature of  Egypt, Mesopotamia, 
Greece and Rome. Technically, it is a 

aretology or poem in the first person in 
which a divine figure lists his or her at-
tributes. The layout of  ch. 8 is: 

Introduction (vv 1-3); the speech, in 
three main parts (vv 4-11, 12-21, 22-31) 
and the conclusion of  the speech (vv 32-
36). 

OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND 

There is a highly significant OT back-
ground to the figure of  Lady Wisdom. 
She represents an attempt to speak of  
God as both present (immanent) and 
beyond (transcendent) and yet present in 
all that is (panentheistic).  

Every faith has to “negotiate” this and 
Christians did it later with the doctrines 
of  the incarnation and the Trinity. Some 
examples here may help: one is from the 
Hebrew Bible (MT) and the other is 
from the Greek Old Testament, the Sep-
tuagint (LXX). These are important 
passages for the seeds of  later doctrines. 

Wisdom is portrayed as a woman, be-
cause just as men and women complete 
each other, wisdom completes the hu-

man being. In the culture, women were 
associated with fundamental needs: shel-
ter, nourishment and companionship 
(and Wisdom, metaphorically). See espe-
cially Proverbs 8 and Sirach 24.  

BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Verses 22-23 The preexistence of  Wis-
dom is the foundation for her special 
“knowledge.” 

Verse 24 Again, Wisdom precedes cre-
ation proper somehow, because she is 
really part of  God.   

Verse 25-26 Even in translation, there 
is a hint of  the feminine here because 
the verb is used mostly of  women giving 
birth. Back to the very basics of  cre-
ation, really. The ambiguity of  the when 
of  Wisdom’s birth is intentional.  

Verse 27 The circle on the face of  the 
deep indicates either the flat earth or its 
horizon. Wisdom was beside the Cre-
ator.  

Verse 28 The world picture of  water 
below and above. We should not think 
this too odd, given our climate! 

Verse 29  The ancient symbol of  wa-
tery chaos is tamed by the mere word of  
the Lord, as a parent commands a child. 

Verse 30 Two images, that of  a con-
struction engineer and that of  a beloved 
child. Somehow, God creates with the 
help of  Wisdom, always at his side. 
Through her, God is present in all that 
is. The vision is panentheistic, as distin-
guished from pantheistic.  

Verse 31 A marvellous summary of  
divine delight in all that is. cf.  You spare 
all things, for they are yours, O Lord, you who 
love the living.  (Wisdom 11:26)  

POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

1 . G o d i s a l l t h a t i s — r e c a l l 
an“epiphany” in nature. 

2. God’s delight is something we don’t 
often think of  —it includes you, believe 
it or not!  

3. Ever since the creation of  the world 
his eternal power and divine nature, 
invisible though they are, have been un-
derstood and seen through the things he 
has made. (Romans 1:20) 

PRAYER 

God, taking delight in all you made, give 
us eyes to see you present in the constant 
wonder of  creation. 
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Wisdom speaks of  herself
Prov 8:22 The LORD created me at the beginning of  his work, 
	 	 the first of  his acts of  long ago.  
23 	 Ages ago I was set up, 
	 	 at the first, before the beginning of  the earth.  
24 	 When there were no depths I was brought forth, 
	 	 when there were no springs abounding with water.  
25 	 Before the mountains had been shaped, 
	 	 before the hills, I was brought forth—  
26 	 when he had not yet made earth and fields, 
	 	 or the world’s first bits of  soil.  
27 	 When he established the heavens, I was there, 
	 	 when he drew a circle on the face of  the deep,  
28 	 when he made firm the skies above, 
	 	 when he established the fountains of  the deep,  
29 	 when he assigned to the sea its limit, 
	 	 so that the waters might not transgress his command, 
	 when he marked out the foundations of  the earth,  
30 	 	 then I was beside him, like a master worker; 
	 and I was daily his delight, 
	 	 rejoicing before him always,  
31 	 rejoicing in his inhabited world 
	 	 and delighting in the human race. 

Layout of  the book of  Proverbs 
I	 1-9 	 	 The proverbs of  Solomon son of  David,  
II	 10:1-22-16 	 The proverbs of  Solomon  
III	 22:17-24:22	 Give ear, listen to the sayings of  the sages  
IV	 24:23-34		 The following are also taken from the sages 
V	 25-29	 	 Here are some more of  Solomon's proverbs  
VI	 30:1-16	 	 The sayings of  Agur son of  Jakeh, of  Massa 
VII	 31:17-33		 Numerical Proverbs 
VIII	 31:1-9	 	 The sayings of  Lemuel king of  Massa,  
IX	 31:10-31		 The Perfect Housewife.
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READINGS 1 AND 3 

The Wisdom tradition is appealing to us 
today — both for the spirituality and  
cosmology. After the biblical period, it 
evolved in several directions, including 
towards the incarnation—the Word 
made flesh—and also towards the Holy 
Spirit and sometimes towards the BVM.  

THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 8 fits very well with its response: 
How great is your name, O Lord our God, 
through all the earth! 

SUNDAY INTRODUCTIONS 

First Reading 
Proverbs 8:22-31 

Our reading today is a poem, reflecting 
on Wisdom, a womanly figure alongside 
God at creation. It’s a way of  saying 
God’s fingerprints are to be seen in all 
that is.  

Second Reading  
Romans 5:1-5 

This beautiful and inspiring paragraph is 
a picture of  the Christian life: we are in 
love with God, through Christ Jesus, by 
the gift of  the Holy Spirit.   

Gospel 
John 16:12-15 

After Jesus’ ministry, what is the role of  
the Holy Spirit? That we make take to 
heart all that God did for us in Jesus. 

WEEKDAY INTRODUCTIONS 

Monday 13 June 
St Anthony of  Padua, religious and doctor  

1 Kings 21:1-16 
Our reading today tells the first half  of  a 
very nasty abuse of  power by a king and 
his wife. The rest of  the story will be 
heard tomorrow, when the culprits get 
their comeuppance.    

Matthew 5:38-42 
We are always tempted to meet violence 
with violence. Jesus’ alternative is radi-
cal.    

Tuesday 14 June  
St Davnet, virgin 

1 Kings 21:17-29 
This reading is the second part of  the 
yesterday’s nasty story. The powerful 
monarch is reproved by the proclama-
tion of  the prophet, who does not mince 
his words. The king does respond and 
even repents…nevertheless, the wheels 
of  justice are set in motion.    

Matthew 5:43-48 
Jesus quotes the usual attitude—love 
your neighbour, hate your enemy—and 
then gives a series of  penetrating argu-
ments to offer his alternative vision.  

Wednesday 15 June 

2 Kings 2:1, 6-14 
This reading tells the very famous story 
of  Elijah and his (underused!) chariot. 
Behind the drama stands a very ordinary 
question: when a great spiritual leader 
departs or dies, will anything of  his lead-
ership remain? Yes…but it all depends!   

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 
These two paragraphs surround the 
Lord’s Prayer and represent a Jewish 
devotional triad: alms, prayer and fast-
ing. Any attraction to showiness in reli-
gion is resolutely set aside.        

Thursday 16 June 

Ecclesiasticus 48:1-15 
The book of  Ecclesiasticus was written 
long after the life and ministry of  Elijah 
– perhaps some six centuries later. The 
ancient prophet was still admired and 
treasured. Today we have a poetic, even 
glowing account of  his career. 

Matthew 6:7-15 
The introduction to the Lord’s Prayer in 
Matthew is central and helps us under-
stand the prayer and its brevity. In reali-
ty, the Lord’s Prayer is not so much a 
prayer as a form of  words but a method 
or series of  steps in prayer.   

Friday 17 June 

2 Kings 11:1-4, 9-18, 20 
Our story today is complex: a king’s 
mother tries to do away with all the sur-
viving members of  the royal family. It is 

not uplifting but also not uncommon in 
imperial families. Nevertheless, you will 
notice that there is one survivor, a baby, 
who ensures that David’s line continues. 
In this way, the writer tries to show that 
God’s own faithfulness to the house of  
David cannot be set aside even by un-
speakable horror. The Psalm which fol-
lows captures the true meaning of  this 
difficult reading.    

Matthew 6:19-23 
Our gospel is a challenge and at the cen-
tre of  that challenge we hear the words 
of  Jesus: For where you treasure is, there will 
your heart be also.   

Saturday 18 June 

2 Chronicles 24:17-25 
Today we have once more a difficult 
story: a king who turns away from God 
to idols and even has God’s prophet put 
to death. The clue about the reading is 
in the Psalm which follows: even though 
the kings of  Judah were sometimes very 
unfaithful to God, yet, God remained 
true to his promise to the house of  
David. There is some good news—
Gospel—in God’s continued fidelity.    

Matthew 6:24-34 
This is a favourite passage from the 
Sermon on the Mount, prized by people 
well beyond frontiers of  Christianity. 
The vision is Jesus is not “airy-fairy” 
detachment, but a costly choice of  val-
ues and attitudes, grounded in faith in 
God. We might feel there’s risk of  sheer 
impracticality but this is overcome by the 
general statement: “You heavenly father 
knows you need all these things.”   

www.tarsus.ie 5

THE LITURGY 
Proverbs 8:22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15
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