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HEARERS OF THE WORD
Isaiah 66:10-14; Ps 66 (65) Galatians 6:14-18; Luke 10:1-12, 17-20

Rejoice that your names
are written in heaven
Luke 10:1 After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on
ahead of him in pairs to every town and
place where he himself intended to go.
2 He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
labourers into his harvest. 3 Go on your
way. See, I am sending you out like
lambs into the midst of wolves. 4 Carry
no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet
no one on the road. 5 Whatever house
you enter, rst say, ‘Peace to this house!’
6 And if anyone is there who shares in
peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. 7
Remain in the same house, eating and
drinking whatever they provide, for the
labourer deserves to be paid. Do not
move about from house to house. 8
Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before
you; 9 cure the sick who are there, and
say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has
come near to you.’ 10 But whenever
you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say,
11 ‘Even the dust of your town that
clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest
against you. Yet know this: the kingdom
of God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, on
that day it will be more tolerable for
Sodom than for that town.
Luke 10:13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to
you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done
in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they
would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But at the judgment it will
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for
you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will you be
exalted to heaven?No, you will be brought down
to Hades.
Luke 10:16 “Whoever listens to you listens
to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and
whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.”
Luke 10:17 The seventy returned with
joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the
demons submit to us!” 18 He said to
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them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven
like a ash of lightning. 19 See, I have
given you authority to tread on snakes
and scorpions, and over all the power of
the enemy; and nothing will hurt you.
20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this,
that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice
that your names are written in heaven.”
INITIAL OBSERVATIONS
This passage has some similarities with
Matthew (9:37-38; 10:7-16) and Mark
(6:6b-13), but the story of the sending of
the seventy is unique to Luke. Lk 10:1316 is dif cult, bringing an element of
judgment to bear. Throughout, however,
there are authentic marks of the
proclamation, such as joy and peace.
It looks as if Luke has taken some traditional material (actually the sending out
of the Twelve) and created this second,
expanded missionary group in order to
anticipate a similar pattern in the Acts
of the Apostles. In the Acts, initially the
Twelve are prominent but they soon give
way to a second “generation” of missionaries, headed up by Paul, Barnabas
and Silas. This second sending is then
“anticipated” in the ministry of Jesus
himself. It is instructive to remember
that the seventy are mentioned nowhere
else, not even in Luke again.
In any case, in Luke’s mind, there seems
to be a double calling and a double
sending:
Call of Jesus (4)

Thought for the day
How to be an evangeliser today? The
question is not limited to so-called
“professionals,” but forms part of the
role and identity of every believer. It
is, of course, not easy. The “marks” of
bearers of the Good News surely include the following. Firstly, an awareness of the hungers of the human
heart, recognised or not. Secondly, in
a metaphorical way, to travel light,
with little attachment. Thirdly, to do
so con dently but not overbearingly.
Fourthly, to do so joyfully. Finally, in
the time-honoured phrase, to have an
account of hope you have in you (1
Pet 3:15), when the appropriate moment for words opens up.
Prayer
Help us, who have heard your Good
News, to help others to be open to the
Christ and his teaching, that people
everywhere may know your salvation.
Call of the apostles (5)
Sending of the Twelve (9)
Sending of the Seventy(-two) (10)
The long version of the reading leaves
out vv. 13-16, included here to complete
the context.
KIND OF WRITING
This scene sets the tone for the journey
to Jerusalem motif. It seems to be in a
“sandwich” form, that is, ABA*, encompassing much traditional material found
elsewhere.
A: 10:1-3a Sending
B: 10:3b-16 Instructions
A*: 10:17-20 Return
OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND
So Moses went out and told the people
the words of the Lord; and he gathered
seventy (MT; seventy-two in the LXX) elders of the people, and placed them all
around the tent. Then the Lord came
down in the cloud and spoke to him, and
took some of the spirit that was on him
and put it on the seventy elders; and
when the spirit rested upon them, they
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prophesied. But they did not do so
again.
Two men remained in the camp, one
named Eldad, and the other named
Medad, and the spirit rested on them;
they were among those registered, but
they had not gone out to the tent, and so
they prophesied in the camp. And a
young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad
and Medad are prophesying in the
camp.” And Joshua son of Nun, the
assistant of Moses, one of his chosen
men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!”
But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous
for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s
people were prophets, and that the Lord
would put his spirit on them!”
And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp. (Numbers 11:24–30)
NEW TESTAMENT FOREGROUND
Then Jesus called the twelve together
and gave them power and authority over
all demons and to cure diseases, and he
sent them out to proclaim the kingdom
of God and to heal. He said to them,
“Take nothing for your journey, no staff,
nor bag, nor bread, nor money—not
even an extra tunic. Whatever house you
enter, stay there, and leave from there.
Wherever they do not welcome you, as
you are leaving that town shake the dust
off your feet as a testimony against
them.” They departed and went through
the villages, bringing the good news and
curing diseases everywhere. (Luke 9:1–
6)
ST PAUL
But how are they to call on one in whom
they have not believed? And how are
they to believe in one of whom they
have never heard? And how are they to
hear without someone to proclaim him?
And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring
good news!” (Rom 10:14–15)
BRIEF COMMENTARY
Verse 1 After what? After rejection
among the Samaritans and a failed calling. The number has symbolic overtones
(70 or 72). They are sent ahead and
without Jesus.
Verse 2 The motive for the second
sending is the size of the harvest (an
eschatological image found also in the
OT for the gathering of Israel: see Isaiah 27:12). The word for “to send out” is
strong: ekbale, whence ballistic, so quite
forceful.

Verse 18 The victory over evil is also a
mark of the Kingdom (4:2-13; 11:18;
13:16; 22:3, 31-32). From now on, Luke
uses “Satan”. Lightning: cf. Is 14:15

Verse 4 This instruction resembles the
behaviour of the popular philosophers
of the day, especially the Cynic movement. Cf. 9:3-4 above. Prohibiting greeting seems to be a prophetic gesture of
urgency.

Verse 19 Snakes and scorpions symbolise evil. Cf. Lk 11:11-12.

Verse 5 The traditional Hebrew greeting of shalom. It points to reciprocity.
Cf. Acts 10:36.
Verse 6 Notice there is no condemnation: simply the lack of receptivity is
noted. Lit. a “son of peace” = someone
open to peace.
Verse 7 Beggars are not to be choosers,
in other words. The temptation would
be to upgrade to better quarters and
better food. Cf. Didache 11:3–6 in the
box. Reward: Mt 10:10; 1 Cor 9:14; 1
Tim 5:18.
Now concerning the apostles and
prophets, deal with them as follows in
accordance with the rule of the gospel.
Let every apostle who comes to you be
welcomed as if he were the Lord. But he
is not to stay for more than one day, unless there is need, in which case he may
stay another. But if he stays three days,
he is a false prophet. And when the
apostle leaves, he is to take nothing except bread until he nds his next night’s
lodging. But if he asks for money, he is a
false prophet. (Didache 11:3–6)
Verse 8 This feels like a second start of
a doublet of the previous instruction.
Verse 9 The purpose of the healing
miracles is to illustrate the kingdom.
Later in Luke, healing precedes preaching: 13:10-17; 14:1-6; 17:11-19. The
future kingdom of God is already breaking in in the ministry of Jesus.
Verse 10 A negative reception is also
imagined, but this time in a tone of
blame and warning.

Verse 20 The true motive for joy lies
not on apparent success but in the kingdom (see 12:33 and 18:22). The idea of
a heavenly book is ancient.
POINTERS FOR PRAYER
1. Jesus sent out his disciples on a mission to let people know “The kingdom
of God has come near to you.” Recall
when you have reached out to another in
word or in deed to help them realise that
they were cherished, perhaps by a word
of sympathy or encouragement, or by
giving a hand with a dif cult task. What
was it like for you to experience yourself
as a person bringing help and encouragement to another?
2. Jesus sent the disciples out two by
two. When have you found it bene cial
not to be working alone, but with another by your side? How did companionship change the experience, or what you
were able to achieve?
3. The instructions Jesus gave the disciples suggest appropriate attitudes for the
one who ‘goes before Jesus’. Let the
images speak to you and evoke memories of times when you were welcomed
and times when you were not. When
have you found that it was good news to
have the attitudes Jesus describes?
4. When the disciples returned Jesus
warned them not to focus on the thrill of
what they had been able to achieve. It
was more important that their “names
are written in heaven”. Sometimes we
also need reminders that who we are is
more important than what we do. Who
have been the people who brought this
home to you? Have there been experiences that helped you to appreciate this?
PRAYER

Verse 11 Shaking the dust off signals
they take nothing from those who reject
them (see Lk 9:5 and Acts 13:51).

Most holy God, the earth is lled with
your glory and in your presence angels
stand in awe.

Verse 12 A erce threat, given the reputation and destiny of these two cities.
“In that day” is eschatological.

Enlarge our vision, that we may recognise your power at work in your Son and
join the apostles and prophets as heralds
of your saving word.

Verse 17 Joy is a mark of the kingdom
especially in Luke (Luke 1:14; 2:10; 8:13;
10:17; 15:7, 10; 24:41, 52).

We ask this through your Son, Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for
ever and ever.
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Verse 3 Wolves stand for danger—see
Acts 20:28-31. Luke very likely changed
“sheep” to “lambs” to accentuate vulnerability.
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For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts; the only thing that
matters is a new creation!
Gal 6:11 See what big letters I make as I write
to you with my own hand!
Gal 6:12 Those who want to make a good
showing in external matters are trying to force
you to be circumcised. They do so only to avoid
being persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 For
those who are circumcised do not obey the law
themselves, but they want you to be circumcised
so that they can boast about your esh.
Gal 6:14 But may I never boast except
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
through which the world has been crucied to me, and I to the world. 15 For
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision
counts for anything; the only thing that
matters is a new creation! 16 And all
who will behave in accordance with this
rule, peace and mercy be on them, and
on the Israel of God.
Gal 6:17 From now on let no one cause
me trouble, for I bear the marks of Jesus
on my body.
Gal 6:18 The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit, brothers and
sisters. Amen.
INITIAL OBSERVATIONS
The tumult of Galatians comes to uneasy rest in these nal verses. The opening three verses have been added to
make sense in context of vv. 14-18.
KIND OF WRITING
Letter opening
Introduction
Thesis
Proof 1
Proof 2
Proof 3
Proof 4
Conclusion
Postscript

1:1-5
1:6-10
1:11-12
1:13-2:21
3:1-4:7
4:8-5:12
5:13-6:10
6:11-17
6:18

Technically, vv. 11-17 form the peroratio.
According to the handbooks of rhetoric,
the goals of conclusion were three: to get
people’s attention one nal time, to
summarise and to touch them emotionally. Certainly, both attention and emotion go up at v. 11. The summary is also
very fully done, except for the omission
of the Holy Spirit. Because it has to be
compressed, we see here for the nal
time the whole letter in nuce.

ORIGIN OF THE READING
Paul really wants the Galatians to “get”
his message and reject the blandishments of the intruders. Once more, the
core Pauline principles are rehearsed.
RELATED PASSAGES
For circumcision has its value if you
practice the law, but if you break the law,
your circumcision has become uncircumcision. Therefore if the uncircumcised man obeys the righteous requirements of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? And
will not the physically uncircumcised
man who keeps the law judge you who,
despite the written code and circumcision, transgress the law? For a person is
not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is
circumcision something that is outward
in the esh, but someone is a Jew who is
one inwardly, and circumcision is of the
heart by the Spirit and not by the written code. This person’s praise is not from
people but from God. (Romans 2:25–29
NET)
For not all those who are descended
from Israel are truly Israel… (Romans
9:6 NET)
BRIEF COMMENTARY
Verse 11 Paul typically dictated his
letters to a secretary. His own hand lends
great emphasis to the rest. Think of the
large letters as texting in capitals.
Verse 12 “External matters” is literally
“in the esh,” a severe play on words. In
the esh means rst of all human impulses opposed to God. It also means
simply externally. It must also have some
reference to the “good showing” of circumcision. NB the frequent word “compel.” V. 12b: the persecution can only
mean at the hands of fellow Jews or Jewish Christians. It may well be that at the
time, emerging Zealot-type nationalism
looked askance at Christians, who mixed
together Jews and Gentiles.
Verse 13 This verse is more dif cult to
understand. We hear the voice of Paul
the Pharisee, who could keep all the Law,
looking down on amateurs (from a Pharisee point of view). These dabblers are
like Peter, who was able to pick and
choose. The warning against boasting is

consistent across the letter.
Verse 14 A blazing paradox is Paul’s
counter-blast: boasting in the cross, the
ultimate humiliation. Looking back over
the letter, this verse takes us back to
Galatians 2:15-21. There Paul talks
about being cruci ed to Christ. The
implied stories have already been rehearsed: his persecution of Christians,
his encounter with Christ, his new understanding of God’s project and, nally,
his own apostolate.
Verse 15 Not that you’d know it from
this letter! In Romans, Paul does re ect
precisely on the irrelevance of circumcision or non-circumcision. See Gal 3:28
and Eph 2:15-16 for a later, deuteroPauline reception of the teaching. The
big picture is suddenly added in the expression “new creation.” The style is
interrupted, as in 2 Cor 5:17, a kind of
exclamation. The worldview is apocalyptic and it draws out the cosmic implications of the resurrection.
Verse 16 Paul then closes with a blessing. Notice the future tense!! Peace
(shalom) and mercy (hesed) are deeply traditional and Jewish. “Israel of God” is
unique in the letters here. Translators
differs as to whether Paul blesses one
group or two groups. In the case of two
groups, Paul then opens the vision to the
nal salvation of Israel. It seems more
likely that he meant one group, his Gentiles in Galatia, who are now the Israel
of God and therefore heirs to the promise.
Verse 17 Paul’s frustration gets one
nal airing! Marks = stigmata, but we are
not to think of the mediaeval devotion.
It means, rather, all the hardships he has
had to endure: 2 Cor 11:23-25; 6:4-5
etc. It is okay to have these marks on your
body! Unlike the intruders, Paul is not
afraid of the consequences of his stance.
Verse 18 A simple benediction, echoing
the start of the letter.
POINTERS FOR PRAYER
1. What’s the role of the cross in my
own spirituality?
2. Peace and mercy—wonderful words
—constitute both a gift and a calling.
PRAYER
God who saves, you offer us all your gifts
of peace and mercy the cross of Jesus
and by the gift of your Holy Spirit. Help
us to lives these gifts in practical way in
our communities of faith. Amen.
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Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad
for her, all you who love her
Is. 66:10 Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her,
all you who love her;
rejoice with her in joy,
all you who mourn over her—
11
that you may nurse and be satis ed
from her consoling breast;
that you may drink deeply with delight
from her glorious bosom.
12

For thus says the Lord:
I will extend prosperity to her like a river,
and the wealth of the nations like an over owing stream;
and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm,
and dandled on her knees.
As a mother comforts her child,
so I will comfort you;
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.
You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice;
your bodies shall ourish like the grass;
and it shall be known
that the hand of the Lord is with his servants,
and his indignation is against his enemies.

13
14

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS

KIND OF WRITING
As often, this is poetry of a very high
quality in Isaiah 56-66. It is framed by
the uproarious beginning in 66:6 and the
dismal judgment in 66:24. Here is one
literary reading, giving “voices” to the
different lines:
Heavens:
Earth:
Heavens:
Herald:
YHWH:
Heavens:
YHWH:
Earth:

10ab
10c
11
12a (bold above)
12bcde (italics above)
12fg
13 (italics above)
14

and cry to her that she has served her
term, that her penalty is paid, that she
has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins. (Is 40:1–2)
There is a conscious echo of much material in
Isaiah 1, illustrated by a sample excerpt.
And I will restore your judges as at the
rst, and your counsellors as at the beginning. Afterward you shall be called
the city of righteousness, the faithful
city.mZion shall be redeemed by justice,
and those in her who repent, by righteousness. But rebels and sinners shall be
destroyed together, and those who forsake the Lord shall be consumed. (Is
1:26–28)

Our delightful excerpt comes from
Third Isaiah, often thought to have been
written after the return from the Exile in
Babylon. It re ects a period of dif cult
reconstruction, when hope could easily
give way to despondency.
RELATED PASSAGES

BRIEF COMMENTARY

The promises of Isaiah 40:1-9 are ful lled
here (below is a sample):

Verses 10 Mourning over Jerusalem is
traditional and extensive (Lamentations;
Is 60:20; 61:2-3). Now, however, it indi-

Comfort, O comfort my people, says
your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,

Verse 12 The lectionary translation
(JB) is more helpful here, because the
text talks of shalom, as long as it is remembered that it means much, much
more than absence of con ict. The
range of meanings includes well-being,
health, fertility and prosperity (as in the
NRSV). After the herald’s introduction,
God speaks of abundant water—a resounding metaphor in the Middle East.
The heavens responds, addressing Israel
in the second person (you). Jerusalem is
truly a mother here.
Verse 13 YHWH speaks again and it
emerges that the Lord is the true source
of comfort. Cf. Is 40:1 and 61:2.

1. Wonderful maternal images abound
here for God, inviting a different kind of
response.
2. Go back to the last time you saw a
baby being breastfed—hold the picture
of nourishment, comfort and stillness.
This is also what God is holding us.
3. Today, joy in believing was never
harder and never more needed! Let us
not be afraid to be happy believers, for
happiness is wholesome and attractive.
PRAYER
God, taking delight in all you made, give
us eyes to see you present in the constant
wonder of creation. We make our prayer
through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and
ever. Amen.
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Verse 11 The writer does not shy away
from rich and explicit maternal imagery
for Jerusalem our mother. In this case, to
be satis ed and to drink means to make
the pilgrimage to Jerusalem.

POINTERS FOR PRAYER

ORIGIN OF THE READING

fi

cates a lack of faith. Now rejoicing is
appropriate (Pss 26:8; 122:6; 137:6; Is
51:17; 52:1; 60:10; 62:5b; 65:18). The
repetition of synonyms says it all, really.

Verse 14 The earth responds: the interior joy is underlined again. Heart and
bones (lit.) point to the inner being of
Israel. Flourishing like the grass reverses
an earlier oracle: A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are
grass, their constancy is like the ower of the
eld. The grass withers, the ower fades, when
the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the
people are grass. The grass withers, the ower
fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. (Is 40:6–8

The reading is only a part of the truly
grand nale of Isaiah 66:6-24. The Lord
himself will give new birth to his Holy
City.

fi

fi

fi

Sunday 14C22

Sunday 14C22

3 July 2022

THE LITURGY
Isaiah 66:10-14; Ps 66 (65) Galatians 6:14-18; Luke 10:1-12,17-20
READINGS 1 AND 3
The link with the Gospel is clear once
the longer version of the third reading is
used. See the comment on Luke 10:17
above.
THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 66 (65) responds with great joy,
while changing the metaphorical focus
to the Exodus.
SUNDAY INTRODUCTIONS
First reading
Isaiah 60:1-6
Our reading is over owing with joy and
consolation. In the current context of
faith, it may hard to feel such exuberance, and yet, the joy of the Gospel is
what we are about!
Second reading
Galatians 6:14-18
This is our nal reading from Galatians.
After the tumultuous letter, Paul comes
to a gentle conclusion. He repeats his
core teaching and makes a nal plea.
Gospel
Luke 10:1-12, 17-20
The sending of the seventy-two, a kind
of expanded mission, looks forward to
the expansion of the church in the Acts
of the Apostles. The motivation is always to same, then and now: the harvest
is rich but the labourers are few.
WEEKDAY INTRODUCTIONS
Monday 4 July
St Elizabeth of Portugal
Hosea 2:16, 17-18, 21-22
Until Thursday, we read from the
prophet Hosea, known for his use of
marriage as a symbol of God’s love for
his people. This emerges rather touchingly in today’s reading.
Matthew 9:18-26
This is Matthew’s brisk telling of a story
familiar from Mark. The “sandwich”
technique here creates suspense: he can
heal the sick, but can he raise the dead?

Friday 8 July
St Kilian, bishop and martyr

Hos 8:4-7, 11-13
The worship of idols was a constant
threat in the ancient world. Idols were
more tangible and visible. In case we
dismiss the risk too readily, it may help
to remember the words of our Lord: For
where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also. (Matthew 6:21)

Hosea 14:2-10
This is a great invitation to conversion
of heart. The rst part is the call to
come back to the Lord. The second part
spell out the super-generous response of
God to our response to him.

Matthew 9:32-37
A sinister note is registered in the rst
paragraph of this reading. After that,
Jesus the healer brings people God’s
compassion.
Wednesday 6 July
St Maria Goretti, virgin
Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12
This plaintive text is very powerful. It
begins with the traditional image of the
vine and goes on to ask penetrating
questions. The nal paragraph surely
speaks today: it is time to go seeking the Lord
until he comes to rain salvation on you.

Matthew 10:16-23
Jesus was not naive. Sending out the
Twelve was sending them into danger.
Probably we over hear some of the experiences of the later church in the details, as there is no evidence that these
things took place during the ministry of
Jesus.
Saturday 11 July
Saint Augustine Zhao Rong and companions,
martyrs

Matthew 10:1-7
The Twelve were a symbol of Jesus’ mission to Israel, representing the twelve
tribes of Israel. This focus of Jesus ministry becomes really clear in the last
paragraph.
Thursday 7 July
St Maelruain, bishop and abbot
Hosea 11:1-4, 8-9
We may think that God as father is
found only in the New Testament, but
not so! Speaking from God’s point of
view, Hosea portrays God as a loving,
anxious, deeply attached parent.
Matthew 10:7-15
The mission instruction is challenging:
travel light, bear witness welcome or not.
Move on!

Isaiah 6:1-8
Beginning today, we have a week of
readings from Isaiah. To start, the lectionary offers us the foundational vision
of the prophet, a fabulous vision of the
holiness of God, both awesome and
alluring. You may recognise words we
say at every Mass.
Matthew 10:24-33
Under the general heading of the mission discourse, disparate sayings are offered, re ecting a variety of concerns.
Sometimes, the word is threatening; other times, it is consoling. A sense of anxious urgency hangs over the whole
teaching.
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Tuesday 5 July
St Antony Mary Zaccaria, priest

