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SEQUENCE

WELCOME
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4. Place in the letter 
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6. How far have we got? 

7. Pointers for reflection 
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JEWISH CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE

WELCOME

1. Today 

2. In the course of Christian history 

3. At the beginning: Paul, John, Matthew, Acts – Jesus? 

4. In Romans, specifically: the Jews and the Gentiles 

5. The precisely theological nature of the question



EVIL AND GOD

1. Tragedy in some pastoral situation 

2. In the past: static “classical” world-view; what happens is foreseen 
and is therefore God’s will 

3. In the present: “evolutionary” world view of ordered randomness; 
what happens happens; all must—eventually—be dealt with in 
terms of the relationship with God 

“I want you to know, beloved that what has happened to me has actually 
helped to spread the gospel, so that it has become known throughout 
the whole imperial guard and to everyone else that my imprisonment is 
for Christ; and most of the brothers and sisters, having been made 
confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, dare to speak the word with 
greater boldness and without fear.” (Philippians 1:12-14)



FRAMES ETC. 

LANGUAGE

Rom. 9:7 And not all of Abraham’s 
children are his true descendants; but 
“It is through Isaac that descendants shall 
be named for you.”  8 This means that it 
is not the children of the flesh who are 
the children of God, but the children of 
the promise are counted as 
descendants.  

Rom. 9:29 And as Isaiah predicted,   
 “If the Lord of hosts had not left 
survivors to us,  
  we would have fared like Sodom  

  and been made like Gomorrah.”  

Rom. 11:1  I ask, then, has God rejected 
his people? By no means! I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a 
member of the tribe of Benjamin. 

Likewise, the following figures occur only 
here: Sarah, Jacob, Esau, Moses, 
Abraham, Hosea, Benjamin, Elijah, and 
Israelite. We could include as well 
Rebecca and Isaac, and also David.



FRAMES ETC. 

FRAMES

Frame (1)  

(only occurrences of the word 
covenant in Romans) 

Rom. 9:4 They are Israelites, and to 
them belong the adoption, the glory, 
the covenants, the giving of the law, 
the worship, and the promises;  

Rom. 11:27  “And this is my 
covenant with them, when I take 
away their sins.” 

Frame (2)  

Rom. 9:5 to them belong the 
patriarchs, and from them, according 
to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who 
is over all, God blessed forever. 
Amen.  

Rom. 11:36 For from him and 
through him and to him are all 
things. To him be the glory forever. 
Amen.



FRAMES ETC. 

RIVETS

Rom 11:25    So that you may not claim to 
be wiser than you are, brothers and sisters, I 
want you to understand this mystery: a 
hardening has come upon part of Israel, until 
the full number of the Gentiles has come in.  

Rom 11:30 Just as you were once 
disobedient to God but have now received 
mercy because of their disobedience,  31 so 
they have now been disobedient in order 
that, by the mercy shown to you, they too 
may now receive mercy.  

Rom 11:36 For from him (God) and through 
him (God) and to him (God) are all things. To 
him (God) be the glory forever. Amen.  

Rom 12:1   I appeal to you therefore, 
brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, 
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship.  2 Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.  

Rom 12:3   For by the grace given to me I say 
to everyone among you not to think of 
yourself more highly than you ought to 
think, but to think with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith that God 
has assigned.



Verses Vocabulary Frames Rivets

1:16-4:35
(Un)faith, 
unrighteousness, 
Gentile; to write

1:16-17 faith, righteous, written 
  
4:23-25 written, believe, 
justification

4:23-25 believe, our Lord 
Jesus, justification 
  

5:1-2 justified, faith, our 
Lord Jesus Christ

5-8 Sin, Christ, life/live, 
Spirit.

5:1 God, our Lord Jesus Christ 
  
8:39 God, Christ Jesus our Lord.

8:39 separate, Christ 
  
  

9:1-2 Christ, anathema

9-11

Sarah, Jacob, Esau, 
Moses, Abraham, Hosea, 
Benjamin, Elijah, and 
Israelite

9:4-5 covenant, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
  
11:27.36 covenant, forever and 
ever. Amen.

11:25 not wiser, 11:30-31 
mercy; 36 ages, God 
  

12:1 mercies, 2 this age, 3 
not more highly, God

12:1-15:6
Appeal; self, one 
another, neighbour and 
brother and sister

12:1 I encourage you; God 
(“liturgy”) 
15:5-6 God, encouragement 
(“liturgy”) 

15:5-6 Christ, one another, 
glorify, God 
  
15:7 Christ, one another, 
glory, God



PLACE IN THE LETTER

TOPIC

Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel; it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek.  17 For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed through 
faith for faith; as it is written, “The one who 
is righteous will live by faith.”



PLACE IN THE LETTER

KEY TEXTS

1. Rom. 9:6  It is not as though the word of God 
had failed. 

2. 10:4 For Christ is the end (telos) of the law so 
that there may be righteousness for 
everyone who believes. 

3. 11:1  I ask, then, has God rejected his 
people?



ROMANS 9-11

STEPS IN THE ARGUMENT

Introduction   9:1-5    Enigma 

A Proof    9:6-29    God is consistent 

B Proof        9:30-10:21  Torah v. Christ 

A* Proof  11:1-32         God has a purpose 

Conclusion   11:33-36   Mystery God’s will

 

 



ROMANS 9-11

GOD IS CONSISTENT

▸ REVERSAL OF PRIMOGENITURE (9:6-13) 

▸ THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD (9:14-18) 

▸ INSCRUTABILITY OF GOD’S WILL (9:19-21) 

▸ SALVATION THROUGH A REMNANT (9:22-29)



ROMANS 9-11

TORAH V. CHRIST

▸ BUT SOME KIND OF REVERSAL OCCURRED… 

▸ CHRIST AS THE TELOS OF THE LAW 

▸ FAILURE NOT BECAUSE OF THE GOSPEL 

▸ THEY WERE INFORMED 

▸ ARGUMENT FROM SCRIPTURE



ROMANS 9-11

GOD HAS A PURPOSE

▸ HAS GOD THEN REJECTED HIS PEOPLE? 

▸ A REMNANT DID KEEP FAITH 

▸ ARGUMENT FROM SCRIPTURE (NEXT SLIDE) 

▸ EVENTUAL INCLUSION OF THE JEWS 

▸ ILLUSTRATION: THE OLIVE TREE



ROMANS 9-11

JEWS AND CHRISTIANS

Isaiah 6:10  

“Make the mind of this people dull,  

and stop their ears,  

and shut their eyes,  

so that they may not look with their eyes,  

and listen with their ears,  

and comprehend with their minds,  

and turn and be healed.” 



Matthew (3) Mark (2) Luke (5)

With them indeed is fulfilled 
the prophecy of Isaiah that 
says: ‘You will indeed listen, 
but never understand, and 
you will indeed look, but 
never perceive. 
(Matthew 13:14)

In order that ‘they may 
indeed look, but not perceive, 
and may indeed listen, but 
not understand; so that they 
may not turn again and be 
forgiven.’ 
(Mark 4:12)

He said, “To you it has been 
given to know the secrets of 
the kingdom of God; but to 
others I speak in parables, so 
that ‘looking they may not 
perceive, and listening they 
may not understand.’ (Luke 
8:10)

Acts (5) Romans (1) John (4)
Go to this people and say, 
You will indeed listen, but 
never understand, and you 
will indeed look, but never 
perceive.  
(Acts 28:26) 

As it is written, “God gave 
them a sluggish spirit, eyes 
that would not see and ears 
that would not hear, down to 
this very day.”  
(Romans 11:8)

He has blinded their eyes and 
hardened their heart, so that 
they might not look with their 
eyes, and understand with 
their heart and turn— and I 
would heal them. 
(John 12:40)



ROMANS 9-11

GOD HAS A PURPOSE

▸ HAS GOD THEN REJECTED HIS PEOPLE? 

▸ A REMNANT DID KEEP FAITH 

▸ ARGUMENT FROM SCRIPTURE (NEXT SLIDE) 

▸ EVENTUAL INCLUSION OF THE JEWS 

▸ ILLUSTRATION: THE OLIVE TREE



ROMANS 9-11

FINALLY, A MYSTERY!

Rom. 11:33    O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his 
ways!  

34  “For who has known the mind of the Lord?  

  Or who has been his counselor?”  

35  “Or who has given a gift to him,  

  to receive a gift in return?”  

36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be 
the glory forever. Amen. 



ROMANS 9-11

EMOTIONAL IMPORT

Rom. 9:1    I am speaking the 
truth in Christ—I am not lying; 
my conscience confirms it by 
the Holy Spirit—  2 I have great 
sorrow and unceasing 
anguish in my heart.  3 For I 
could wish that I myself were 
accursed and cut off from 
Christ for the sake of my own 
people, my kindred according 

to the flesh.  4 They are 
Israelites, and to them belong 
the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the 
law, the worship, and the 
promises;  5 to them belong 
the patriarchs, and from them, 
according to the flesh, comes 
the Messiah, who is over all, 
God blessed forever. Amen. 



HOW FAR HAVE WE GOT?

Romans 1-8 Romans 9-11 Romans 12-15

No distinction 
(twice!)

Intricate 
relationship

Welcome one 
another

Inclusion  
of the Gentiles

Inclusion 
of Israel

Exhortation:  
Live inclusively!



POINTERS FOR REFLECTION

AND TODAY?

▸Christians and Jews in God’s plan of 
salvation 

▸Our own journey of faith, as God’s writes 
straight with our crooked lines 

▸ Faith in God’s unseen purpose 

▸Acknowledgement of mystery



POINTERS FOR REFLECTION

AND TODAY?

▸My own accompaniment of those who struggle 
with tragedy can help me enter the text here, 
perhaps.  

▸How do I experience the mystery of God using 
what is negative to create what is positive? 

▸ The advice of not to be too sure of yourself is “hard 
advice” — perhaps quite hard Christians after 2000 
years!



PRAYER

PRAYER

Almighty God, long 
ago you chose 
Abraham, Sarah and 
their descendants 
and established them 
as the children of the 
promise.  

Hear our prayer that 
the people you first 
made your own may 
continue in fidelity to 
the covenant and so 
come to the fullness 
of redemption. Amen.






