
THE LETTER TO THE ROMANS 
(3) ROMANS 1-4

SANDYMOUNT 2016

Chapters 15:6-33, 16



PROGRAMME

WELCOME

1. Christianity in Rome: Rom 1:1-17 (19 September 2016) 

2. The letter as a whole: Rom 1-16 (17 October 2016) 

3. Need of grace: Rom 1-4 (21 November 2016) 

4. Gift of grace: Rom 5-8 (12 December 2016) 

5. Jews and Gentiles: Rom 9-11 (16 January 2017) 

6. Grace in practice: Rom 12:1-15:6 (20 February 2017) 

7. Conclusion: Rom 15:7-33; 16 (20 March 2017) 

8. Romans for today’s church (24 April 2017)



ROMANS 15:7-16:27

SEQUENCE

1. Once more with 
feeling! 

2. Romans 15:7-33 

3. Vocabulary, frames, 
rivets 

4. Summary and thesis 

5. Cascade of quotations 

6. Start and finish 

7. Appeal 

8. Romans 16 

9. Romans 1:1-7 again 

10.Conversation
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ONCE MORE WITH FEELING!

▸ We have all made appeals and drawn conclusions 

▸ How does Paul draw the letter together? 

▸ What about the audience at this stage?



ROMANS 15:7-16:27

ROMANS 15:7-33

▸ Vocabulary, Frames, Rivets 

▸ Summary (Rom 15:7-12)  

▸ Summary vocabulary in 15:7-12 

▸ Final appeal (Rom 15:13-33) 

▸ Flashback vocabulary in 15:13-33 

▸ Connecting with the Romans (Rom 16)
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VOCABULARY, FRAMES, RIVETS

“Welcome one another, 
therefore, just as Christ 
has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God.” (Romans 
15:7) 

“The God of peace be 
with all of you. 
Amen.” (Romans 15:33)
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VOCABULARY, FRAMES, RIVETS

Rom. 15:5 May the God of 
steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you 
to live in harmony with 
one another, in 
accordance with Christ 
Jesus,  6 so that together 
you may with one voice 
glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

Rom. 15:7    Welcome one 
another, therefore, just as 
Christ has welcomed you, 
for the glory of God. 



Verses Letter Rhetoric Topic

1:1-7 Superscript Sender, addressee, greetings

1:8-15 Thanksgiving Introduction Reasons for coming to Rome

1:16-17 Body Thesis Faith, salvation,  righteousness, Jew, Gentile, living

1:18-4:23 Proof 1 Jews and Gentiles in need of Christ and faith

5-8 Proof 2 Salvation, baptism, life in Christ, hope

9-11 Proof 3 God’s election of Jews and inclusion of Gentiles

12:1-15:6 Proof 4 Life together in the body of Christ, weak and strong

15:7-33 Conclusion Reasons for coming to Rome

16 Conclusion Greetings to 26 people in Rome, prayer
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SUMMARY

Rom. 15:7    Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ 
has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  8 For I tell you that 
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of 
the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises 
given to the patriarchs,  9 and in order that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for his mercy.   
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SUMMARY
7:  Therefore welcome (14:1, 3), one another (1:12, 27; 2:15; 12:5,  
10, 16; 13:8; 14:13, 19; 15:5) as Christ has welcome you for  the 
glory (1:23; 2:7, 10; 3:7, 23; 4:20; 5:2;6:4; 8:18, 21; 9:4, 23; 11:36) of 
God.  

8:  I say that Christ become (Rom 1:3, 2:25; 3:19; 4:18;6;5; 7:3-4; 9:29; 
10:20; 11:5-6, 9, 17, 25, 34; 12:16) a servant (13:4) of the  
circumcised (Rom 2:25-3:1; 3:30; 4:9-12) for the sake of the  truth 
(1:18, 25; 2:2, 8, 20; 3:7; 9:1) of God in order to fulfil the promises 
(4:13-14, 16, 20; 9:4, 8-9) of the fathers (4:11-12, 16-18; 9:5, 10; 11:28)  

9:  so that the Gentiles (1:5, 13; 2:14, 24; 3:29; 4:17-18; 9:24, 30; 
10:19; 11:11-13, 25) might glorify (1:21; 8:30; 11:13; 15:6) God for his 
mercy (9:23; 11:21)
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SUMMARY

▸ 12-15 = 7  Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

▸ 1-4 = 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God 

▸ 9-11 = in order that he might confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, 

▸ 5-8 = 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy.



PROPOSITION

Thesis Language Topic

Power of God for 
Salvation

5-8 justification and 
salvation

Gift of Justification to the 
Christian community

Everyone who has faith 1-4 Justification, faith, 
Jew, Gentiles

Powerlessness of both 
Jew and Gentile; the new 
era of faith

to the Jew first and then 
the Greek

9-11 Israelites and 
Gentiles in God’s plan for 
human history

Priority of Judaism and 
the new position of the 
Gentiles

The one who is righteous 
will live by faith

12-15 Mutuality, body, 
belonging together

Practical advice on how 
to live sincerely with 
difference



ROMANS 15:7-16:27

CASCADE OF QUOTES

9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.  
  As it is written, 
  “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”;  
10 and again he says, 
  “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;  
11 and again, 
  “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”;  
12  and again Isaiah says, 
  “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 



ROMANS 15:7-16:27

START AND FINISH
Rom 1:8   First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of 
you, because your faith is proclaimed throughout the world.   

15:14    I myself feel confident about you, my brothers and 
sisters, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with 
all knowledge, and able to instruct one another.  

9 For God, whom I serve with my spirit by announcing the 
gospel of his Son, is my witness that without ceasing I 
remember you always in my prayers,  10 asking that by 
God’s will I may somehow at last succeed in coming to you.  

15:30   I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord 
Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in 
earnest prayer to God on my behalf,  

11 For I am longing to see you so that I may share with you 
some spiritual gift to strengthen you—  12 or rather so that 
we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, 
both yours and mine.  

15:32 so that by God’s will I may come to you with joy and 
be refreshed in your company.  

13 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that I have often 
intended to come to you (but thus far have been 
prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among 
you as I have among the rest of the Gentiles. 

Rom 15:22   This is the reason that I have so often been 
hindered from coming to you.  

Rom 1:14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, 
both to the wise and to the foolish 15 —hence my eagerness 
to proclaim the gospel to you also who are in Rome.  

15:18 For I will not venture to speak of anything except what 
Christ has accomplished through me to win obedience from 
the Gentiles, by word and deed,  19 by the power of signs 
and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from 
Jerusalem and as far around as Illyricum I have fully 
proclaimed the good news of Christ.  
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APPEAL

Rom. 15:30   I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in 
earnest prayer to God on my behalf,  31 that I may be 
rescued from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my ministry 
to Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints,  32 so that by 
God’s will I may come to you with joy and be refreshed in 
your company.  
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APPEAL

Functions of the conclusion:  

  

summing up      = Rom 15:7-9.10-13 

(enumeratio) 

amplification      = Rom 15:14-29 

(amplificatio) 

and appeal to pity    = Rom 15:30-33 

(commiseratio) 
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SHAPE OF THE LETTER
Introduction CONCLUSION

A. 1:1-7 
Greetings

A* 16:1-23 
Greetings 

B. 1:8-15 
Reasons for 
coming to 

Rome

B* 15:13-33 
Reasons for 
coming to 

Rome

C. 1:16-17 
Thesis for 
the whole 

letter

C* 15:7-12 
Summary of 

the whole 
letter
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ROMANS 16

Rom. 16:1 I commend to you 
our sister PHOEBE, a deacon of 
the church at Cenchreae,  2 so 
that you may welcome her in 
the Lord as is fitting for the 
saints, and help her in whatever 
she may require from you, for 
she has been a benefactor of 
many and of myself as well. 3 
Greet PRISCA AND 
AQUILA, who work with me in 

Christ Jesus,  4 and who risked 
their necks for my life, to whom 
not only I give thanks, but also 
all the churches of the Gentiles.  
5 Greet also the church in their 
house. Greet my beloved 
Epaenetus, who was the first 
convert in Asia for Christ.  6 
Greet MARY, who has worked 
very hard among you. 
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ROMANS 16

Rom. 16:7 Greet Andronicus 
and JUNIA, my relatives who 
were in prison with me; they are 
prominent among the apostles, and 
they were in Christ before I 
was.  8 Greet Ampliatus, my 
beloved in the Lord.  9 Greet 
Urbanus, our co-worker in 
Christ, and my beloved 
Stachys.  10 Greet Apelles, who 
is approved in Christ. Greet 

those who belong to the family 
of Aristobulus.  11 Greet my 
relative Herodion. Greet those 
in the Lord who belong to the 
family of Narcissus.  12 Greet 
those workers in the Lord, 
TRYPHAENA and 
TRYPHOSA. Greet the 
beloved PERSIS, who has 
worked hard in the Lord. 
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ROMANS 16

Rom 16:13 Greet Rufus, 
chosen in the Lord; and 
greet his mother—a mother 
to me also.  14 Greet 
Asyncritus, Phlegon, 
Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, 
and the brothers and 
sisters who are with them.  
15 Greet Philologus, Julia, 

Nereus and his sister, and 
Olympas, and all the saints 
who are with them.  16 
Greet one another with a 
holy kiss. All the churches 
of Christ greet you.  
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ROMANS 16

Rom 16:17   I urge you, 
brothers and sisters, to keep 
an eye on those who cause 
dissensions and offences, in 
opposition to the teaching 
that you have learned; avoid 
them.  18 For such people do 
not serve our Lord Christ, but 
their own appetites, and by 
smooth talk and flattery they 

deceive the hearts of the 
simple-minded.  19 For while 
your obedience is known to 
all, so that I rejoice over you, I 
want you to be wise in what is 
good and guileless in what is 
evil.  20 The God of peace will 
shortly crush Satan under your 
feet. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you. 
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ROMANS 16

Rom 16:21   Timothy, 
my co-worker, greets 
you; so do Lucius and 
Jason and Sosipater, my 
relatives.  

Rom 16:22   I Tertius, the 
writer of this letter, greet 
you in the Lord.  

Rom 16:23   Gaius, who 
is host to me and to the 
whole church, greets 
you. Erastus, the city 
treasurer, and our 
brother Quartus, greet 
you.  
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ROMANS 16

Rom 16:25   Now to God 
who is able to strengthen 
you according to my gospel 
and the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ, according to 
the revelation of the 
mystery that was kept secret 
for long ages 26 but is now 
disclosed, and through the 

prophetic writings is made 
known to all the Gentiles, 
according to the command 
of the eternal God, to bring 
about the obedience of 
faith—  27 to the only wise 
God, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be the glory 
forever! Amen.   
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1 Paul, 
a servant of Jesus Christ, 

called to be an apostle, 
set apart for the gospel of God,  

2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets 
in the holy scriptures,  

3 concerning his Son, 
who was descended 
from David 
according to the flesh 

4 and was declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness 
by (from) resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ our Lord,  

5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship 
to bring about the obedience of faith
among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name,  

6 including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,

7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, 
who are called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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PRAYER

God of every grace and 
every gift, we thank for your 
word of life given through 
the apostle Paul. As we 
gather in his name, send 
your Spirit also to us that we 
may know the depth of your 
love, the breadth of your 
forgiveness and the height 
of your grace.  

May we build of our faith on 
the faithfulness of Jesus your 
Son, through whom we have 
access to the grace in which 
stand.  

To you the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ, be 
glory forever! Amen.




