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Welcome

✤ The Readings of Advent A

✤ Advent 1A: readings

✤ Detailed commentary

✤ Engagement with the readings

✤ Prayer



The Gospel according to Matthew

✤ Definitely post 70 because he 
uses Mark; the destruction of 
Jerusalem is already a past event.

✤ Many scholars: 85-90 AD.

✤ Most probably in Antioch in 
Syria

✤ Most probably for a community 
which had just broken away 
from the parent body

✤ Full of “Moses” symbolism

✤ Jesus is the “new” Moses of the 
Nazarenes (believers in Jesus)

✤ A long gospel, with a very 
particularly layout

✤ Uncomfortable relationship with 
“the Jews” 



The Gospel according to Matthew

✤ A three-year cycle: a Gospel per year

✤ Matthew (2020), Mark (2021),  and Luke (2022)

✤ Continuous reading, story after story

✤ What about John?

✤  Christmas, Lent and Easter

✤  In the year of Mark: John 6 (summer)



The Gospel according to Matthew

✤ Advent Mt 24; Mt 3; Mt 11; Mt 1

✤ Xmas and Baptism Mt 1, Mt 2

✤ Sundays 3-9 Mt 4-9

✤ Lent: Mt 4; Mt 17

✤ Easter + Ascension Mt 28 (twice)

✤ Sundays 10-19 Mt 9-14

✤ Sunday 20-33 Mt 15-25

✤ Sunday 34 (Christ the King) Mt 25



The Gospel according to Matthew

Matthew Sundays Feasts

1-3 Advent 2; Advent 4, Xmas; 
Xmas 2; Epiphany; Baptism

4-9 Sundays 4-11 Lent 1, Advent 3

10-18 Sundays 12-24 Lent 2

20-23 Sundays 25-31

24-28 Sunday 32-34
Advent 1; Palm Sunday; 

Easter Vigil; Ascension; Holy 
Trinity



Layout in the Festive Seasons

✤ All three readings can be on the same theme or can 
simply go their own way.

✤ The Gospels are chosen topically

✤ Even the Gospel is not read consecutively

✤ The Second Reading is also not consecutive

✤ A good example might be Advent in Year A



The Readings of Advent A19

Advent 1 Is 2:1-5 Ps 122 Rom 13:11-14 Mt 24:37-44 Wake up!

Advent 2 Is 11:1-10 Ps 72 Rom 15:4-9 Mat 3:1-12 Convert!

Advent 3 Is 35:1-6, 10 Ps 144 James 5:7-10 Mt 11:2-11 Be patient!

Advent 4 Is 7:10-14 Ps 24 Rom 1:1-7 Mt 1:18-24 God-with-us



Gospels of Advent

✤ The Coming of the Son of Man (Matthew 24:37-44)

✤ Person and preaching of John the Baptist (Matthew 
3:1-12)

✤ Who was John the Baptist? (Matthew 11:2-11)

✤ Annunciation to Joseph in a dream (Matthew 1:18-24)



Advent 1A: Isaiah 2:1-5

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In the days to come
the mountain of the Temple of the Lord
shall tower above the mountains
and be lifted higher than the hills.
All the nations will stream to it,
peoples without number will come to it; 
and they will say:

  ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord,
  to the Temple of the God of Jacob
  that he may teach us his ways

  so that we may walk in his paths;
  since the Law will go out from Zion,
  and the oracle of the Lord from 
Jerusalem.’
He will wield authority over the nations
and adjudicate between many peoples;
these will hammer their swords into 
ploughshares,
their spears into sickles.
Nation will not lift sword against 
nation,
there will be no more training for war.
O House of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the Lord.



Advent 1A: Psalm 122 (121) 

I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to 
God’s house.’

I rejoiced when I heard them say:

  ‘Let us go to God’s house.’

And now our feet are standing

  within your gates, O Jerusalem.

It is there that the tribes go up,

  the tribes of the Lord.

For Israel’s law it is,

  there to praise the Lord’s name.

There were set the thrones of judgement

  of the house of David.

For the peace of Jerusalem pray:

  ‘Peace be to your homes!

May peace reign in your walls,

  in your palaces, peace!’

For love of my brethren and friends

  I say: ‘Peace upon you!’

For love of the house of the Lord

  I will ask for your good.



Advent 1A: Romans 13:11-14

You know ‘the time’ has 
come: you must wake up 
now: our salvation is even 
nearer than it was when 
we were converted. The 
night is almost over, it will 
be daylight soon – let us 
give up all the things we 
prefer to do under cover of 
the dark; let us arm 

ourselves and appear in 
the light. Let us live 
decently as people do in 
the daytime: no drunken 
orgies, no promiscuity or 
licentiousness, and no 
wrangling or jealousy. Let 
your armour be the Lord 
Jesus Christ.



Advent 1A: Matthew 24:37-44

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was 
in Noah’s day, so will it be when the 
Son of Man comes. For in those days 
before the Flood people were eating, 
drinking, taking wives, taking 
husbands, right up to the day Noah 
went into the ark, and they suspected 
nothing till the Flood came and swept 
all away. It will be like this when the 
Son of Man comes. Then of two men 
in the fields one is taken, one left; of 
two women at the millstone grinding, 
one is taken, one left.

  ‘So stay awake, because you do not 
know the day when your master is 
coming. You may be quite sure of 
this, that if the householder had 
known at what time of the night the 
burglar would come, he would have 
stayed awake and would not have 
allowed anyone to break through the 
wall of his house. Therefore, you too 
must stand ready because the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour you do not 
expect.’



At first glance…

✤ It looks as if these three readings are very disparate

✤ It is hard to see any links

✤ Can we go a little deeper? 



Advent 1A: Isaiah 2:1-5

Isa 2:1   The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
  
Isa 2:2 In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it. 

3 Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

4 He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
  
Isa 2:5    O house of Jacob,

come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!  



Advent 1A: Isaiah 2:1-5

✤ The book of Isaiah as it now stands is a result of a long, yet 
unified evolution. 

✤ The unifying thread is threefold: national sin, disaster read 
as punishment, restoration. The agents of punishments 
noted in Isaiah are the Assyria, Babylon and Persia. 

✤ There is no attempt to airbrush out the parts which belong 
to specific periods, such as our reading today. The book 
divides into three grand portions: 1-39, 40-55, 55-66.



Advent 1A: Isaiah 2:1-5

✤ The writing is in typical biblical poetry. 

✤ However, the parts are distinct. The parallelism is 
especially clear in 2bc, 3bc, 3de, 3fg, 4ab, 4cd, 4ef. 

✤ v. 1 A superscription.                    

✤ vv. 2-4 An oracle for Jerusalem.

✤ vv. 5-22 An oracle against Jacob.



Advent 1A: Isaiah 2:1-5

Isa 2:1   The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
  
Isa 2:2 In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it. 

3 Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,

and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

4 He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
  
Isa 2:5    O house of Jacob,

come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!  



Advent 1A: Psalm 122 (121)

Ps 72:1 O God, grant the king the ability to 
make just decisions!
 Grant the king’s son the ability to make 
fair decisions!
2 Then he will judge your people fairly,
 and your oppressed ones equitably. 

Ps 72:7 During his days the godly will 
flourish;
 peace will prevail as long as the moon 
remains in the sky.
8 May he rule from sea to sea,
 and from the Euphrates River to the ends 
of the earth! 

Ps 72:12 For he will rescue the needy 
when they cry out for help,
 and the oppressed who have no defender. 
13 He will take pity on the poor and 
needy;
 the lives of the needy he will save. 

Ps 72:17 May his fame endure!
 May his dynasty last as long as the sun 
remains in the sky!
 May they use his name when they 
formulate their blessings!
 May all nations consider him to be 
favoured by God!  (NET)



Advent 1A: Psalm 122 (121)

✤ Song of Ascents is a title given to fifteen of the Psalms, 120–
134 Shir Hama'aloth (Hebrew: ׁשִיר המַעֲלֹות, meaning "Song 
of the Ascents"). 

✤ Four of them (Psalms 122, 124, 131, and 133) are linked in 
their ascriptions to David, 

✤ One (127) to Solomon. 

✤ Three of them (Psalms 131, 133, and 134) have only three 
verses.[1] The longest is psalm 132 (18 verses).



Advent 1A: Psalm 122 (121)

✤ Exceptionally beautiful Psalm 

✤ Jerusalem = Yerushalaim

✤ Yerurshaliam = Ir (city) and shalom (peace)

✤ This etymology shapes the Psalm, which moves from a 
physical and functional description of the city to an 
affirmation the it is the city of peace. 

✤ It might be worth looking at in detail. 



Psalm 122 (TANAKH version)

Ps 122:1    A song of ascents. Of David.
 

I rejoiced when they said to me,
“We are going to the House of the LORD.”

2  Our feet stood inside your gates, O Jerusalem,
3  Jerusalem built up, a city knit together,
4  to which tribes would make pilgrimage,

the tribes of the LORD,
—as was enjoined upon Israel—
to praise the name of the LORD.

5  There the thrones of judgment stood,
thrones of the house of David.

6  Pray for the well-being of Jerusalem;
“May those who love you be at peace.

7  May there be well-being within your ramparts,
peace in your citadels.”

8  For the sake of my kin and friends,
I pray for your well-being;

9  for the sake of the house of the LORD our God,
I seek your good.



Psalm 122 (TANAKH version)

Ps 122:1    A song of ascents. Of David.
 

I rejoiced when they said to me,
“We are going to the House of the LORD.”

2  Our feet stood inside your gates, O Jerusalem,
3  Jerusalem built up, a city knit together,
4  to which tribes would make pilgrimage,

the tribes of the LORD,
—as was enjoined upon Israel—
to praise the name of the LORD.

5  There the thrones of judgment stood,
thrones of the house of David.

6  Pray for the well-being of Jerusalem;
“May those who love you be at peace.

7  May there be well-being within your ramparts,
peace in your citadels.”

8  For the sake of my kin and friends,
I pray for your well-being;

9  for the sake of the house of the LORD our God,
I seek your good.

✤ An expression of hope for the 
restoration and reunification of 
the country and the rebuilding 
of the Temple. 

✤ Various linguistic clues (e.g., 
the spelling of David, “dvyd” 
with a “yod” rather than 
“dvd” in v. 5) as well as its 
nostalgic attitude toward the 
preexilic past (v. 5, “there”) 
suggest that the psalm is 
postexilic. 



Psalm 122 (TANAKH version)

Ps 122:1    A song of ascents. 
Of David.
 

I rejoiced when they said 
to me,

“We are going to the 
House of the LORD.”
2  Our feet stood inside 
your gates, O Jerusalem,

✤ 1–2: The psalmist moves 
from the singular to the 
plural (v. 1, I, to v. 2, our); it 
is unclear who is addressed, 
perhaps the pilgrims 
joining the psalmist. 

✤ “We are going to the House 
of the LORD” is likely 
formulaic; cf. Isa. 2.3, 
“Come, Let us go up to the 
Mount of the LORD.”



Psalm 122 (TANAKH version)

Ps 122:3  Jerusalem built 
up, a city knit together,
4  to which tribes would 
make pilgrimage,

the tribes of the LORD,
—as was enjoined upon 

Israel—
to praise the name of the 

LORD.

✤ 3: A city knit together:—the city is built 
up with the appearance of a compact 
block of buildings—or built with a 
wall surrounding it to protect its 
inhabitants (v. 7, ramparts and 
citadels), or as a reference to the bond 
between all the tribes and the city (see 
v. 4), since it was the capital.

✤ 4: The period of the united monarchy, 
when all the tribes made pilgrimages 
to Jerusalem, is recalled with nostalgia. 
The tribes of the LORD, the tribes who 
are the LORD’s possession, i.e., the 
tribes of Israel. 

✤ “shesham ʿalu shevatim shivtei yah.”



Psalm 122 (TANAKH version)

Ps 122:5  There the 
thrones of judgment stood,

thrones of the house of 
David.

✤ 5: Administration of justice 
was a primary function of 
the king, 

✤ Solomon the just king (1 
Kings 3.16–28; see also 2 
Sam. 15.2, 6) 

✤ Prophecies such as Jer. 
21.12, “O House of David, 
thus said the LORD: 
Render just verdicts / 
Morning by morning.”



Psalm 122 (TANAKH version)

Ps 122:6  Pray for the 
well-being of Jerusalem;

“May those who love 
you be at peace.

✤ 6: The alliteration of the 
first four words is striking: 
“shaʾalu shelom 
Yerushalayim yishlayu.” 

✤ The v. is a reversal of Jer. 
29.7, “And seek the welfare 
of the city to which I have 
exiled you,” insisting that 
one must pray for Babylon, 
not for Jerusalem.



Psalm 122 (TANAKH version)

Ps 122:7  May there be 
well-being within your 
ramparts,

peace in your citadels.”
8  For the sake of my kin and 
friends,

I pray for your well-being;
9  for the sake of the house 
of the LORD our God,

I seek your good.

✤ 7: Well-being (“shalom”) and 
peace (“shalvah”) both play on 
the name Jerusalem, 
“Yerushalayim.”

✤ 8: The psalmist identifies 
himself with his community 
(see v. 2).

✤ 9: The climax refers to the 
Temple, the house of the 
LORD our God, which makes 
Jerusalem so significant; this 
forms an inclusio with v. 1.



Advent 1A: Romans 13:11-14

Rom 13:11 And do this because 
we know the time, that it is 
already the hour for us to 
awake from sleep, for our 
salvation is now nearer than 
when we became believers. 12 
The night has advanced 
toward dawn; the day is near. 
So then we must lay aside the 
works of darkness, and put on 
the weapons of light. 13 Let us 

live decently as in the daytime, 
not in carousing and 
drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and sensuality, not 
in discord and jealousy. 14 
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision 
for the flesh to arouse its 
desires.



i. Christian life as “reasonable worship” (12:1-2)

ii. What does Christian living require? (12:3-13:14)

a) Your own gifts (12:3-8)
b) Gift of love within the community (12:9-16)
c) Love in action outside the community (12:17-21)
d) How should we treat civil authorities? (13:1-7)
e) Being indebted in love (13:8-10)
f) “Knowing the time” (13:11-14)

 
iii.Living “inclusively” and in tolerance of each other (14:1-15:6)

a) Tolerance is the call of everyone (14:1-12)
b) Especially the strong should be tolerant of the weak (14:13-23)
c) The example of Jesus, who was himself so patient (15:1-6)



✤ These chapters are exhortations, in the genre of 
deliberative rhetoric. 

✤ The lectionary excerpt is an integral unit from chapter 
13. 

✤ In effect, it constitutes a mini-conclusion, a more 
emotional exhortation in apocalyptic mode at the end 
of the foregoing instructions in 12:3-13:10.

Advent 1A: Romans 13:11-14



✤ Three times this Advent we hear from the letter to the 
Romans. 

✤ Today’s excerpt is apocalyptic in tone 

✤ The contrasting themes of light and darkness, 
vigilance and sleep.

Advent 1A: Romans 13:11-14



Advent 1A: Matthew 24:37-44

Matt 24:37 [Jesus said] For as the 
days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as 
in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the 
day Noah entered the ark, 39 and 
they knew nothing until the flood 
came and swept them all away, so 
too will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. 40 Then two will be in the 
field; one will be taken and one will 
be left. 41 Two women will be 

grinding meal together; one will be 
taken and one will be left. 42 Keep 
awake therefore, for you do not 
know on what day your Lord is 
coming. 43 But understand this: if 
the owner of the house had known 
in what part of the night the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed 
awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. 44 Therefore 
you also must be ready, for the Son 
of Man is coming at an unexpected 
hour.  



✤ This and similar passages belong to a category of 
hortatory texts (parenesis) in the New Testament. 

✤ Our passage finds itself in Matthew 24-25, which is 
that gospel’s reception of Mark 13. 

✤ Matthew includes many parables here—parables of 
watchfulness—and our passage is “incipiently 
parabolic”. 

Advent 1A: Matthew 24:37-44



✤ The fig tree as a parable of the coming of the Son of Man 

✤ As in the days of Noah

✤ As when a burglar comes 

✤ As with a faithful servant when his master returns

✤ As with bridesmaids awaiting the bridegroom

✤ As with talents given to servants to work with

✤ As with sheep and goats separated by the shepherd

Advent 1A: Matthew 24:37-44



✤ Within Matthew 24-25, the themes arise as follows:

✤ Watch therefore 24:42; 25:13

✤ Unexpected returns or arrivals 24:37, 42-44, 50; 25:10,19

✤ Delays in arrival 24:48; 25:5,19

✤ Return of the Son of Man 24:27, 30, 37, 44; 25:31

✤ Praises of faithful servants 24:46; 25:21, 23, 25, 34

✤ The use of “Lord” 25:11, 24, 37, 44

✤ Exclusions from the presence 24:51; 25:10, 30, 46

Advent 1A: Matthew 24:37-44



(i) The citation from Isaiah is subtly adjusted to 
make it “fit” John as a figure in the wilderness. 

“A voice cries out: In the wilderness prepare 
the way of the Lord, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God.” (Is 40:3)

The other quotation from Malachi 3:1 
(mistakenly attributed to Isaiah in Mark 1:2-3) 
is located elsewhere by Matthew, a bit of a 
scholar(!): 

“This is the one about whom it is written, 
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of 
you, who will prepare your way before you.’” 
(Mt 11:10)

(ii) John the Baptist is presented with traits of 
Elijah and Samson, prophetic figures: 

“They answered him, “A hairy man, with a 
leather belt around his waist.” He said, “It is 
Elijah the Tishbite.”” (2 Kings 1:8)

“After a while [Samson] returned to marry 
her, and he turned aside to see the carcass of 
the lion, and there was a swarm of bees in the 
body of the lion, and honey. He scraped it out 
into his hands, and went on, eating as he 
went. When he came to his father and 
mother, he gave some to them, and they ate it. 
But he did not tell them that he had taken the 
honey from the carcass of the lion.” (Judg 
14:8-9)

Advent 2A: Matthew 3:1-12 



Advent 2A: Matthew 3:1-12 

Matt 3:7   But when he saw 
many Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come?  8 Bear fruit 
worthy of repentance.  9 Do 
not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor’;  

for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham.  10 
Even now the ax is lying at 
the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire. 



✤ John does not ingratiate himself.

✤ He challenges religious security based on ethnicity or 
tradition.

✤ Harvest imagery indicates judgement.

✤ He is thoroughly apocalyptic.

Advent 2A: Matthew 3:1-12 



Engagement with the Readings

✤ Working in groups

✦ Isaiah 2:1-5 

✦ Psalm 122 (121)

✦ Romans 13:11-14

✦ Matthew 24:37-44

✤ Focus on one reading: 

✦ Does it speak to me?

✦ Potential for prayer

✦ Potential for preaching 
/ reflection

✤ Brief report at the end



Prayer

God of majesty and power, amid the clamour of our violence 
your Word of truth resounds; upon a world made dark by sin 
the Sun of Justice casts his dawning rays.

Keep your household watchful and aware of the hour in 
which we live.

Hasten the advent of that day when the sounds of war will 
be for ever stilled, the darkness of evil scattered, and all your 
children gathered into one.

We ask this through him whose coming is certain, whose day 
draws near: your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever 
and ever. Amen.


