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VUCA
Our context
Luke
Listening
Pondering
Doing
The “yes” of Mary
The “yes” of God
Our “yes” to God

Our Context: VUCA
▸ V = VOLATILITY The nature and dynamics of change, and the
nature and speed of change forces and change catalysts.
▸ U = UNCERTAINTY. The lack of predictability, the prospects
for surprise, and the sense of awareness and understanding
of issues and events.
▸ C = COMPLEXITY. The multiplex of forces, the confounding
of issues, no cause-and-effect chain and confusion that
surrounds organisation.
▸ A = AMBIGUITY. The haziness of reality, the potential for
misreads, and the mixed meanings of conditions; causeand-effect confusion.

Our Context: discipleship now

▸ Faith?
▸ God?
▸ Jesus?
▸ Community?
▸ Discipleship?
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Luke

▸ Luke’s Gospel
▸ Author: probably “Luke”, otherwise
unknown
▸ Place: mostly like Rome
▸ Context: emerging Christian anti-Judaism

Luke

▸ Luke’s Gospel
▸ Gospel + Acts = 27% of the New
Testament
▸ Time: around AD 110-115
▸ Skilled story teller
▸ Topics: Compassion, Prayer, Joy and the
Holy Spirit

Luke

▸ Luke’s Gospel
▸ Based on Mark’s Gospel (79% of Mark is in
Luke)
▸ Based on a Sayings Source (vvv. 252
shared with Matthew)
▸ Material unique to this Gospel: 35%

Luke

▸ For example: 26 Parables
▸ 3 in common in Mark and Matthew (Sower,
Mustard, Vineyard)
▸ 3 more in common with Matthew (Builders,
Lost Sheep, Talents)
▸ 20 unique to Luke (e.g. Prodigal Son)

Luke

▸ Emerging Christian anti-Judaism
▸ Always in dialogue with the Old Testament
▸ Actually, withs the Old Testament in Greek

Luke

▸ Patterns from the Old Testament are used
▸ E.g. Pentecost story
▸ E.g. Birth stories of Jesus
▸ Read Luke in dialogue with Old Testament
▸ Compare Luke with the same material in
Mark and Matthew

Luke

▸ Luke
✴

Listening

Annunciation

✴

Pondering

Birth / childhood of
Jesus

✴

Doing

Brothers and sisters

✴

Prayer

Pentecost

Luke
Luke 1:26 In the sixth month the angel
Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. 28 And he came to her
and said, “Greetings, favoured one! The
Lord is with you.”
29 But she was much perplexed by his
words and pondered what sort of greeting
this might be.
30 The angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour
with God. 31 And now, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David.

33 He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How
can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The
angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God.
36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her
old age has also conceived a son; and this
is the sixth month for her who was said to
be barren. 37 For nothing will be
impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said,
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it
be with me according to your word.” Then
the angel departed from her.
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Annunciation

Annunciation
1. Annunciation
of the birth of
John the Baptist

2. Annunciation
of the birth of
Jesus the Messiah

3. The visitation
4. The birth of
John the Baptist

5. The birth of
Jesus the Messiah

Luke 1:1-25
Luke 1:26-38
Luke 1:39-56
Luke 1:57-80
Luke 2:1-20

6. The presentation

Luke 2:21-40

7. Jesus in the Temple

Luke 2:41-52

Annunciation type story

A general pattern from the Old Testament
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

The entrance of the angel (1:28)
Mary’s perplexity (1:29)
The heavenly message (1:30-33)
Mary’s objection (1:34)
the reassurance and sign (1:35–37)

See also: Ishmael Gen 16:7-12; Isaac
17:1-21; 18:1-12; Samson Jdg 13:3-21; John
the Baptist Lk 1:11-20; Jesus Mt 1:20-21.

Ishmael

Isaac

Samson

John
the Baptist

Jesus

Jesus

Angel of the
Lord

God in a
dream to
Abraham

Angel of the
Lord to
Manoah’s wife

Gabriel to
Zechariah

Gabriel to
Mary

Angel of the
Lord, in a dram
to Joseph

Hagar
(“Running
away”)

Oh that
Ishmael might
live in your
sight

Ran to her
husband

Terrified

Perplexed

“do not be
afraid”

Message

Now you have
conceived and
shall bear a
son; you shall
call him
Ishmael

Your wife
Sarah shall
You shall
bear you a son,
conceive and
and you shall
bear a son
name him
Isaac

Your wife
Elizabeth will
bear you a son,
and you will
name him
John

You will
conceive in
your womb
and bear a
son, and you
will name him
Jesus

She will bear a
son, and you
are to name
him Jesus,

Objection

—

Beyond child
bearing

—

Proof?

Virginity?

—

Sign

—

Blessing of
Ishmael

—

Mute!

Elizabeth

—

Entrance

Fear

Old Testament Background
2 Sam 7:4 But that same night the word of the
LORD came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell my servant
David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to
build me a house to live in? 6 I have not lived in a
house since the day I brought up the people of
Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7
Wherever I have moved about among all the
people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of
the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you
not built me a house of cedar?”
8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant
David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from
the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince
over my people Israel; 9 and I have been with you
wherever you went, and have cut oﬀ all your
enemies from before you; and I will make for you a
great name, like the name of the great ones of the
earth.

10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel
and will plant them, so that they may live in their
own place, and be disturbed no more; and
evildoers shall aﬄict them no more, as formerly, 11
from the time that I appointed judges over my
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your
enemies.
Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD
will make you a house. 12 When your days are
fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will
raise up your oﬀspring after you, who shall come
forth from your body, and I will establish his
kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name,
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom
forever. 14 I will be a father to him, and he shall be
a son to me.
When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with a
rod such as mortals use, with blows inflicted by
human beings. 15 But I will not take my steadfast
love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put
away from before you. 16 Your house and your
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me;
your throne shall be established forever. 17 In
accordance with all these words and with all this
vision, Nathan spoke to David.

Old Testament Background

2 Sam 7:9 “a great name” great
name” at name”

Luke 1:32 “he will be great”

13 “the throne of his kingdom”

32 “throne of his father David”

14 “he will be my son”

32 “Son of the Most High”

16 “your house and your
kingdom”

33 “king over the house of Jacob
forever”

Old Testament Background
▸ Here I am
▸ Abraham: After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him,
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” (Gen 22:1)
▸ Jacob: Gen 31:11 Then the angel of God said to me in the dream,
‘Jacob,’ and I said, ‘Here I am!’
▸ Moses: Exod 3:4 When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see,
God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I
am.”
▸ Samuel: 1 Sam 3:4 Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he
said, “Here I am!”
▸ Psalms: Ps 40:7
written of me.

Then I said, “Here I am; in the scroll of the book it is

Old Testament Background

▸ Servant of the Lord
▸ Moses: Deut 34:5 Then Moses, the
servant of the LORD, died there in the land
of Moab, at the LORD’s command.
▸ Deut 34:5; Josh 1:1, 13, 15; 8:31, 33;
11:12; 12:6; 13:8; 14:7; 18:7; 22:2, 4–5;
24:29; Judg 2:8; 2 Kgs 18:12; 2 Chr 1:3;
24:6;
▸ According to your word: Laban, Jacob, the
Lord to Moses

Pondered
▸ Luke 1:29 But she was much
perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting
this might be.
▸ Luke 3:15 As the people were
filled with expectation, and all
were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he
might be the Messiah,

▸ Luke 5:21 Then the scribes and
the Pharisees began to question,
“Who is this who is speaking
blasphemies? Who can forgive
sins but God alone?” 22 When
Jesus perceived their
questionings, he answered them,
“Why do you raise such questions
in your hearts?
▸ Luke 12:17 And he thought to
himself, ‘What should I do, for I
have no place to store my crops?’
▸ Luke 20:14 But when the tenants
saw him, they discussed it among
themselves and said, ‘This is the
heir; let us kill him so that the
inheritance may be ours.’

Pondered

▸ Luke 2:19 But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart.
▸ = to preserve, keep, protect; keep in one’s
memory
▸ Luke 2:51 Then he went down with them
and came to Nazareth, and was obedient
to them. His mother treasured all these
things in her heart.
▸ = to preserve

Journey to Jerusalem

▸ Luke 1:1-4:13 INTRODUCTION
▸ Luke 4:14-9:50 GALILEE MINISTRY
▸ Luke 9:51-21:38: JESUS’ JOURNEY TO
JERUSALEM
▸ Luke 22:1-24:53 SAVING EVENTS IN
JERUSALEM, THE HOLY CITY
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Journey to Jerusalem

▸ Luke 8:4-21: THE PREACHED AND
ACCEPTED WORD

▸ The parable of the sowed seed (8:4-8)
▸ Why Jesus spoke in parable (8:9-10
▸ Explanation of the parable (8:11-15)
▸ The parable of the lamp (8:16-18)

Discipleship
Mark 3:19b Then he went home; 20 and
the crowd came together again, so that
they could not even eat. 21 When his
family heard it, they went out to restrain
him, for people were saying, “He has
gone out of his mind.”
Mark 3:31 Then his mother and his
brothers came; and standing outside,
they sent to him and called him. 32 A
crowd was sitting around him; and they
said to him, “Your mother and your
brothers and sisters are outside, asking
for you.” 33 And he replied, “Who are
my mother and my brothers?” 34 And
looking at those who sat around him, he
said, “Here are my mother and my
brothers! 35 Whoever does the will of
God is my brother and sister and
mother.”

Luke omits all of this

Luke 8:19 Then his mother and his
brothers came to him, but they could
not reach him because of the crowd. 20
And he was told, “Your mother and your
brothers are standing outside, wanting
to see you.” 21 But he said to them, “My
mother and my brothers are those who
hear the word of God and do it.”

Discipleship

Luke 11:27 While he was saying this, a
woman in the crowd raised her voice and
said to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore
you and the breasts that nursed you!” 28
But he said, “Blessed rather are those who
hear the word of God and obey it!”

▸ This passage is unique to Luke.
▸ It takes up again the teaching of 8:19-21
▸ Because Luke leaves out Mark 3:19b-21, it

Discipleship

Acts 1:14 All these were constantly devoting
themselves to prayer, together with certain
women, including Mary the mother of
Jesus, as well as his brothers.

▸ This passage is unique to Luke
▸ Last “note” about Mary
▸ Places her within the emerging Christian
community, as a woman of prayer

What is discipleship according to Luke

▸ Hearing the word
▸ Obeying /doing the word
▸ Pondering the words / events
▸ Treasuring the words events
▸ True happiness (blessedness)
▸ Praying
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Yes of God
2 Cor 1:17 Was I
vacillating when I wanted
to do this? Do I make my
plans according to
ordinary human
standards, ready to say
“Yes, yes” and “No, no” at
the same time? 18 As
surely as God is faithful,
our word to you has not
been “Yes and No.”

19 For the Son of God,
Jesus Christ, whom we
proclaimed among you,
Silvanus and Timothy and
I, was not “Yes and No”;
but in him it is always
“Yes.” 20 For in him every
one of God’s promises is a
“Yes.” For this reason it is
through him that we say
the “Amen,” to the glory
of God.

Our yes to God?

Our yes to God?

