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Welcome 
A secret has been defined as something which everybody know but nobody talks about! 
In the Gospel of Mark, there is a big secret or mystery: the identity of Jesus. Every so 
often, a character or demon or a disciple is told to tell no one about Jesus. Sometimes, 
this is absurd: the possessed man who was gashing himself in graveyards is cured and 
told to go home and tell know one — however he might manage that!! 

Topic 
What is Mark, the story-teller, up to?  

Steps 
It may be that the historical Jesus was cautious about being identified using the 
categories available at the time. Messiah, for example, was unavoidable political and 
could create misunderstanding.  

But Mark raises this caution to a consistent level in his telling. He does this because in his 
community there are two ways of looking at Jesus. One is convinced that Jesus was truly 
divine — and they wondered how could the Son of God actually die? The other 
underlines the humanity of Jesus — and they wondered how could someone who was 
mortal like us do the miracles Jesus performed? These two approaches are very much 
with us today, two poles of a tension.  

Mark holds the tension with the literary technique of the “messianic secret.” By this 
technique Mark wants to show to that nobody really understands Jesus until after the 
climactic moment of his death and resurrection. Only then, with the 20:20 vision of 
hindsight, can people begin to appreciate Jesus as both the Son of Man and the Son of 
God. And even then, he escapes our categories.  

Conclusion 
It is good for us to be reminded that Jesus always stands ahead of us, beyond our 
categories. A brilliant scholar, Albert Schweitzer, ended his exhaustive study of Jesus 
with the following, to my mind, moving words:  

He comes to us as One unknown, without a name, as of old, by the lakeside, 
He came to those men who knew Him not. He speaks to us the same words: 
"Follow thou me!" and sets us to the tasks which He has to fulfil for our time. He 
commands. And to those who obey Him, whether they be wise or simple, He will 
reveal himself in the toils, the conflicts, the sufferings which they shall pass 
through in His fellowship, and, as an ineffable mystery, they shall learn in their 
own experience Who He is. 

Mark would agree. 


