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1. Comparing babies
Luke 7:18   The disciples of 
John reported all these things to 
him. So John summoned two of 
his disciples 19 and sent them to 
the Lord to ask, “Are you the one 
who is to come, or are we to wait 
for another?”  20 When the men 
had come to him, they said, 
“John the Baptist has sent us to 
you to ask, ‘Are you the one who 
is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?’”  21 Jesus had just then 

cured many people of diseases, 
plagues, and evil spirits, and had 
given sight to many who were 
blind.  22 And he answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you have 
seen and heard: the blind receive 
their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, the poor 
have good news brought to them.  
23 And blessed is anyone who 
takes no offense at me.”  
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1. Comparing babies
When John’s messengers had gone, 
Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
about John: “What did you go out 
into the wilderness to look at? A reed 
shaken by the wind? What then did 
you go out to see? Someone dressed 
in soft robes? Look, those who put 
on fine clothing and live in luxury are 
in royal palaces. What then did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. This 
is the one about whom it is written, 
‘See, I am sending my messenger 

ahead of you, who will prepare your 
way before you.’ I tell you, among 
those born of women no one is 
greater than John; yet the least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than 
he.” (And all the people who heard 
this, including the tax collectors, 
acknowledged the justice of God, 
because they had been baptized with 
John’s baptism. But by refusing to be 
baptized by him, the Pharisees and 
the lawyers rejected God’s purpose 
for themselves.)  (Luke 7:24–30)
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1. Comparing babies
One day, as he was teaching the 
people in the temple and telling the 
good news, the chief priests and 
the scribes came with the elders 
and said to him, “Tell us, by what 
authority are you doing these 
things? Who is it who gave you this 
authority?” He answered them, “I 
will also ask you a question, and 
you tell me: Did the baptism of 
John come from heaven, or was it 
of human origin?” They discussed it 
with one another, saying, “If we say, 

‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did 
you not believe him?’ But if we say, 
‘Of human origin,’ all the people 
will stone us; for they are convinced 
that John was a prophet.” So they 
answered that they did not know 
where it came from. Then Jesus 
said to them, “Neither will I tell 
you by what authority I am doing 
these things.”  (Luke 20:1–8)
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2. John the Baptist
Luke 1:59   On the eighth day 
they came to circumcise the 
child, and they were going to 
name him Zechariah after his 
father.  60 But his mother said, 
“No; he is to be called John.”  
61 They said to her, “None of 
your relatives has this name.”  
62 Then they began motioning 
to his father to find out what 
name he wanted to give him.  
63 He asked for a writing tablet 
and wrote, “His name is John.” 

And all of them were amazed.  
64 Immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue freed, 
and he began to speak, praising 
God.  65 Fear came over all 
their neighbors, and all these 
things were talked about 
throughout the entire hill 
country of Judea.  66 All who 
heard them pondered them and 
said, “What then will this child 
become?” For, indeed, the hand 
of the Lord was with him. 
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2. John the Baptist
Luke 1:67    Then his father Zechariah was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 
68  “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favorably on his people and 
redeemed them. 
69  He has raised up a mighty saviour for us
in the house of his servant David, 
70  as he spoke through the mouth of his holy 
prophets from of old, 
71  that we would be saved from our enemies and 
from the hand of all who hate us. 
72  Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our 
ancestors,
and has remembered his holy covenant, 
73  the oath that he swore to our ancestor 
Abraham, to grant us

74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our 
enemies,
might serve him without fear, 
75 in holiness and righteousness  before him all 
our days. 
76  And you, child, will be called the prophet of 
the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his 
ways, 
77  to give knowledge of salvation to his people
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78  By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
79  to give light to those who sit in darkness and 
in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
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2. John the Baptist

John: prophet, to prepare, go before

Jesus: Saviour, House of David, mercy, Abraham, 
holiness, righteousness, salvation, forgiveness, light, 
dawn, peace
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3. Jesus the Christ
Luke 2:1    In those days a decree 
went out from Emperor Augustus 
that all the world should be 
registered.  2 This was the first 
registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.  
3 All went to their own towns to 
be registered.  4 Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because 
he was descended from the house 

and family of David.  5 He went 
to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child.  6 While 
they were there, the time came 
for her to deliver her child.  7 
And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
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3. Jesus the Christ
Luke 2:8    In that region there were shepherds 
living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night.  9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified.  10 But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people:  11 to you 
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who 
is the Messiah, the Lord.  12 This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.”  13 And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
14  “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favours!” 

Luke 2:15   When the angels had left them and gone 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  
16 So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  17 When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child;  18 and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them.  19 But 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them 
in her heart.  20 The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as 
it had been told them. 

Luke 2:21   After eight days had passed, it was time 
to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the 
name given by the angel before he was conceived in 
the womb. 
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3. Jesus the Christ

Jesus: universal, 
house of David, 
first-born, 
“Solomon”, good 
news, joy, saviour, 
Messiah, Lord, 
Jesus

Priene Calendar Inscription

Since providence, which has divinely disposed our 
lives, having employed zeal and ardour, has 
arranged the most perfect culmination for life by 
producing Augustus, whom for the benefit of 
mankind she has filled with excellence, as if she 
had granted him as a saviour for us and our 
descendants, a saviour who brought war to an end 
and set all things in peaceful order and since with 
his appearance Caesar exceeded the hopes of all 
those who had received glad tidings before us, not 
only surpass those who had been benefactors 
before him, but not even leaving any hope of 
surpassing him for those who are to come in the 
future, and since the beginning of glad tidings on 
his account for the world was the birthday of a 
god…
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5. What about today?

Jesus: Saviour, House 
of David, mercy, 
Abraham, holiness, 
righteousness, 
salvation, 
forgiveness, light, 
dawn, peace

Jesus: universal, 
house of David, first-
born, “Solomon”, 
good news, joy, 
saviour, Messiah, 
Lord, Jesus
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