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WELCOME
‣ Resources: Matthew

1.Words used

2.Jesus

3.The Beatitudes

4.The Lord’s Prayer

5.The Community

‣ Synthesis: St Paul; Lamentations

‣ For today



RESOURCES: 
MATTHEW 

‣ THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO MATTHEW

‣ After the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the re-
organisation of Judaism i.e. 
post 70

‣ After the separation of church 
and synagogue, i.e. post 70

‣ Before Ignatius of Antioch, 
who cites this text, i.e. before 
the beginning of the 2nd 
century



RESOURCES: 
MATTHEW 

‣ WHO WAS “MATTHEW”?

‣ Able to write a structured account

‣ Incorporated much more teaching and 
parables.

‣ 252 verses from “Q” / Sayings Source

‣ ANTIOCH

‣ Antioch: Christianity arrived in the 30s

‣ It enjoyed a lengthy development, with its 
own scribal traditions and theology

‣ The community was able to afford the 
expensive undertaking of a large revision 
of Mark, so some level of financial stability 

‣ The strong link with Peter supports 
Antioch



RESOURCES: MATTHEW 
1-4 Narrative: Birth and Beginnings

5-7 Sermon: Blessings, Entering the Kingdom

8-9 Narrative: Authority and Invitation

10 Sermon: Mission Discourse

11-12 Narrative: Rejection by this Generation

13 Sermon: Parables of the Kingdom

14-17 Narrative: Acknowledgment by Disciples

18 Sermon: Community Discourse

19-22 Narrative: Authority and Invitation

23-25 Sermon: Woes, Coming of the Kingdom

26-28 Narrative: Death and Rebirth



RESOURCES: MATTHEW 
Matt 7:28   Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the 

crowds were astounded at his teaching, 

Matt 11:1   Now when Jesus had finished instructing his twelve 
disciples, he went on from there to teach and proclaim his 
message in their cities. 

Matt 13:53 When Jesus had finished these parables, he left that place. 

Matt 19:1   When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee 
and went to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 

Matt 26:1   When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to 
his disciples... 



RESOURCES: MATTHEW 
PROLOGUE 1-2 Birth, “proleptic passion”

BOOK ONE: 3:1-7:29 3-4 Narrative Temptation, baptism, call stories
5-7 Discourse Sermon on the Mount

BOOK TWO: 8:1-11:1 8:1-9:34 Narrative Authority in deeds
9:35-11:1 Discourse Mission Discourse

BOOK THREE: 11:2-13:52 11:2-12:50 Narrative Controversy, woes, rebukes
13:1-52 Discourse Parables

BOOK FOUR: 13:53-18:35 13:53-17:27 Narrative Disciples, Peter, church
18:1-35 Discourse Church Life Discourse

BOOK FIVE: 19:1-25:46 19-23 Narrative Discipleship, controversies, woes
24-25 Discourse Eschatological Discourse

CLIMAX 26-28 Death and Resurrection



WORDS USED
‣ Compassion (verb only): Matt 9:36; 14:14; 15:32; 18:27; 20:34
‣ Mercy (verb): Matt 5:7; 9:27; 15:22; 17:15; 18:33; 20:30–31

‣ Mercy (noun): Matt 9:13; 12:7; 23:23
‣ Mercy (adjective): Matt 5:7
‣ Forgive (verb): Matt 6:12, 14–15; 9:2, 5–6; 12:31–32; 18:21, 35;

‣ Forgiveness (noun): Matt 27:29
‣ Love (verb): Matt 5:43–44, 46; 6:24; 19:19; 22:37, 39





JESUS
‣ Matt 9:36 When he saw the crowds, he had 

compassion on them because they were 
bewildered and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. 

‣ Matt 14:14 As he got out he saw the large crowd, 
and he had compassion on them and healed 
their sick. 

‣ Matt 15:32   Then Jesus called the disciples and 
said, “I have compassion on the crowd, because 
they have already been here with me three days 
and they have nothing to eat. I don’t want to send 
them away hungry since they may faint on the 
way.” 

‣ Matt 18:27 The lord had compassion on that slave 
and released him, and forgave him the debt. 

‣ Matt 20:34 Moved with compassion, Jesus 
touched their eyes. Immediately they received 
their sight and followed him.



JESUS
‣ Matt 9:27   As Jesus went on from there, two 

blind men followed him, shouting, “Have mercy 
on us, Son of David!”

‣ Matt 15:22 A Canaanite woman from that area 
came and cried out, “Have mercy on me, Lord, 
Son of David! My daughter is horribly demon-
possessed!” 

‣ Matt 17:15 and said, “Lord, have mercy on my 
son, because he has seizures and suffers 
terribly, for he often falls into the fire and into the 
water. 

‣ Matt 20:30 Two blind men were sitting by the 
road. When they heard that Jesus was passing 
by, they shouted, “Have mercy on us, Lord, Son 
of David!” 31 The crowd scolded them to get 
them to be quiet. But they shouted even more 
loudly, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” 



JESUS
‣ Matt 9:13 Go and learn what this saying means: 

‘I want mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

‣ Matt 12:7 If you had known what this means: ‘I 
want mercy and not sacrifice,’ you would not 
have condemned the innocent. 

‣ Matt 23:23   “Woe to you, experts in the law 
and you Pharisees, hypocrites! You give a tenth 
of mint, dill, and cumin, yet you neglect what is 
more important in the law—justice, mercy, and 
faithfulness! You should have done these things 
without neglecting the others.

‣ Cf. “For I delight in faithfulness, not simply in 
sacrifice; I delight in acknowledging God, not 
simply in whole burnt offerings.”(Hosea 6:6 
NET)



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Matt 6:5   “Whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, 
because they love to pray while standing in synagogues and 
on street corners so that people can see them. Truly I say to 
you, they have their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go 
into your room, close the door, and pray to your Father in 
secret. And your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you. 
7 When you pray, do not babble repetitiously like the 
Gentiles, because they think that by their many words they 
will be heard. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows 
what you need before you ask him. 9 So pray this way:

Our Father in heaven, may your name be honoured,

10 may your kingdom come,

may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

11 Give us today our daily bread,

12 and forgive us our debts, as we ourselves have 
forgiven our debtors. 

13 And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from 
the evil one.

Matt 6:14   “For if you forgive others their sins, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not 
forgive others, your Father will not forgive you your sins.



THE BEATITUDES
Matt 5:1   When he saw the crowds, he went up the 
mountain. After he sat down his disciples came to him. 2 
Then he began to teach them by saying: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to them. 

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted.

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be satisfied. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 
mercy. 

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
the children of God. 

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 
them. 

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and 
persecute you and say all kinds of evil things about you 
falsely on account of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad 
because your reward is great in heaven, for they 
persecuted the prophets before you in the same way.



THE BEATITUDES
Matt 7:1   “Do not judge so that 
you will not be judged. 2 For by 
the standard you judge you will be 
judged, and the measure you use 
will be the measure you receive. 3 
Why do you see the speck in your 
brother’s eye, but fail to see the 
beam of wood in your own? 4 Or 

how can you say to your brother, 
‘Let me remove the speck from 
your eye,’ while there is a beam in 
your own? 5 You hypocrite! First 
remove the beam from your own 
eye, and then you can see clearly 
to remove the speck from your 
brother’s eye.





THE COMMUNITY
Matt 18:15   “If your brother sins, go and 
show him his fault when the two of you are 
alone. If he listens to you, you have 
regained your brother. 16 But if he does not 
listen, take one or two others with you, so 
that at the testimony of two or three 
witnesses every matter may be established. 
17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church. If he refuses to listen to the church, 
treat him like a Gentile or a tax collector.

Matt 18:18   “I tell you the truth, whatever 
you bind on earth will have been bound in 
heaven, and whatever you release on earth 
will have been released in heaven. 19 
Again, I tell you the truth, if two of you on 
earth agree about whatever you ask, my 
Father in heaven will do it for you. 20 For 
where two or three are assembled in my 
name, I am there among them.” 



THE COMMUNITY
Matt 18:21   Then Peter came to 
him and said, “Lord, how many 
times must I forgive my brother 
who sins against me? As many 
as seven times?” 22 Jesus said 
to him, “Not seven times, I tell 
you, but seventy-seven times!

35 So also my heavenly Father 
will do to you, if each of you 
does not forgive your brother 
from your heart.”



Matt 18:23   “For this reason, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 
accounts with his slaves. 24 As he began 
settling his accounts, a man who owed ten 
thousand talents was brought to him. 25 
Because he was not able to repay it, the lord 
ordered him to be sold, along with his wife, 
children, and whatever he possessed, and 
repayment to be made. 26 Then the slave 
threw himself to the ground before him, 
saying, ‘Be patient with me, and I will repay 
you everything.’ 27 The lord had compassion 
(splangchnizomai) on that slave and 
released him, and forgave (aphiēmi) him the 
debt. 28 After he went out, that same slave 
found one of his fellow slaves who owed him 
one hundred silver coins. So he grabbed him 
by the throat and started to choke him, saying, 

‘Pay back what you owe me!’ 29 Then his 
fellow slave threw himself down and begged 
him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will repay you.’ 
30 But he refused. Instead, he went out and 
threw him in prison until he repaid the debt. 31 
When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were very upset and went and 
told their lord everything that had taken place. 
32 Then his lord called the first slave and said 
to him, ‘Evil slave! I forgave (aphiēmi) you all 
that debt because you begged me! 33 Should 
you not have shown mercy (eleō) to your 
fellow slave, just as I showed it to you?’ 34 
And in anger his lord turned him over to the 
prison guards to torture him until he repaid all 
he owed. 35 So also my heavenly Father will 
do to you, if each of you does not forgive 
(aphiēmi) your brother from your heart.” 



ST PAUL
2 Cor 5:18 And all these things are 
from God who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ, and who has given us 
the ministry of reconciliation. 19 In 
other words, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting people’s trespasses against 
them, and he has given us the 
message of reconciliation. 

20 Therefore we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God were making 
His plea through us. We plead with 
you on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled 
to God!” 21 God made the one who 
did not know sin to be sin for us, so 
that in him we would become the 
righteousness of God. 



LAMENTATIONS
Lam 3:19   (Zayin)

Remember my impoverished and homeless 
condition,

which is a bitter poison.

20 I continually think about this,

and I am depressed.

21 But this I call to mind;

therefore I have hope: 

Lam 3:22   (Khet)

The LORD’s loyal kindness never ceases;

his compassions never end. 

23 They are fresh every morning;

your faithfulness is abundant!

24 “My portion is the Lord,” I have said to 
myself,

so I will put my hope in him.  



FOR TODAY
‣ The whole point of being church is to proclaim the Good News 

‣ The Good News of Jesus

‣ The Good News about Jesus

‣ The Good News of God’s love, compassion, mercy and 
forgiveness



Lord Jesus Christ, 
you have taught us to be merciful 
like the heavenly Father, 
and have told us that whoever sees 
you sees Him. 
Show us your face and we will be 
saved. 

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and 
Matthew from being enslaved by 
money; 
the adulteress and Magdalene from 
seeking happiness only in created 
things; 
made Peter weep after his betrayal, 

and assured Paradise to the 
repentant thief. 
Let us hear, as if addressed to each 
one of us, the words that you spoke to 
the Samaritan woman: 
“If you knew the gift of God!” 
  
You are the visible face of the 
invisible Father, 

of the God who manifests his power 
above all by forgiveness and mercy: 
let the Church be your visible face in 
the world, its Lord risen and 
glorified. 



You willed that your ministers 
would also be clothed in weakness 

in order that they may feel 
compassion for those in ignorance 
and error: 

let everyone who approaches 
them feel sought after, loved, and 
forgiven by God. 

  

Send your Spirit and consecrate 
every one of us with its anointing, 

so that the Jubilee of Mercy may 
be a year of grace from the Lord, 

and your Church, with renewed 
enthusiasm, may bring good news 
to the poor, 

proclaim liberty to captives and 
the oppressed, 

and restore sight to the blind.   

  

We ask this of you, Lord Jesus, 
through the intercession of Mary, 
Mother of Mercy; you who live 
and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit for ever and ever. 
Amen.


