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Acts 9:26-31; Psalm 22 (21); 1 John 3:18-24; John 15:1- 8

John 15:1 [Jesus said:] “I am the true
vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2
He removes every branch in me that
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears
fruit he prunes to make it bear more
fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed
by the word that I have spoken to you. 4
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless
it abides in the vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine,
you are the branches. Those who abide
in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do noth-
ing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers;
such branches are gathered, thrown into
the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this,
that you bear much fruit and become
my disciples.

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS

Like all the speeches in this Gospel, this
1s a meditation on the presence of the
Risen Lord to believers, written after the
resurrection and thus not really a report
of Jesus’ actual words. Nevertheless, it is
a meditation on images Jesus did himself
use, such as the parable of the vineyard,
with echoes of other passages from the
Old Testament. Our gospel reading does
indeed sound a bit like a parable but is
really a symbolic allegory, wherein each
element can be “decoded” for meaning,
This reflection is found in the Farewell
Discourse of the Fourth Gospel and is
best understood within that special con-
text.

KIND OF WRITING

John 13-17 is known as the Farewell
Discourse. The farewell speech is well-
established as a literary genre in the Old
Testament and in the apocryphal books
of the intertestamental period. For ex-
ample, Deuteronomy is the farewell dis-
course of Moses. The less familiar Zesta-
ment of the Twelve Patriarchs is also in the
form of farewell discourses.

In these chapters of the Fourth Gospel,
there are many allusions to Deuterono-
my. This is one way in which the Evan-
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gelist sees Moses as a helpful way of
understanding the significance of Jesus.

The common situation in farewell
speeches is that of a prominent person
who gathers his followers (children, dis-
ciples, or the entire nation of Israel) just
before his death or departure to give
them final instructions which will help
them after he is gone.

III. THE BOOK OF GLORY
(13:1-20:31)

A. The Last Discourse (13:1-17:26)
1. Making God known: the foot-washmg
and the morsel (13:1-38)

il. Departure (14:1-31)

1il. To abide, to love, and to be ‘
hated (15:1-16:3)
1v. Departure (16:4-33)

v.  Making God known: Jesus’ ﬁnal
prayer (17:1-26)

OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND

The imagery of the vineyard is used in
the Old Testament to express God’s rela-
tionship with Israel, both positively and
negatively.

You brought a vine out of Egypt; you
drove out the nations and planted it. You
cleared the ground for it; it took deep
root and filled the land. The mountains
were covered with its shade, the mighty
cedars with its branches; it sent out its
branches to the sea, and its shoots to the
River. Why then have you broken down
its walls, so that all who pass along the
way pluck its fruit? The boar from the
forest ravages it, and all that move in the
field feed on it. (Psalms 80:8-13)

Yet I planted you as a choice vine, from
the purest stock. How then did you turn
degenerate and become a wild vine?
(Jeremiah 2:21)

Thought for the day

In the Bible, things from everyday life
are used to speak of God. Two good
examples would be those staples of
the Mediterranean, the olive and the
vine. In particular, the vine lends itself
to metaphorical reference. It takes
great tending; at the same time, it is
obvious that even the furthest tendril
“must with the vine be one.” By stay-
ing connected and with careful prun-
ing, the fruit itself is “pleasant to the
sight and good for food” (Genesis 2:9).
No need to mention the wine!

Prayer

Help us, God of all growth, to be one
with the true vine, Christ our Lord.
May the difficult experiences which
prune us make us more abundant in
the  fruits of the Spirit, “love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-con-
trol” (Galatians 5:22-23). Amen.

When I wanted to gather them, says the
Lord, there are no grapes on the vine,
nor figs on the fig tree; even the leaves
are withered, and what I gave them has
passed away from them. (Jeremiah 8:13)

Then he took a seed from the land,
placed it in fertile soil; A plant by abun-
dant waters, he set it like a willow twig. It
sprouted and became a vine spreading
out, but low; Its branches turned toward
him, its roots remained where it stood.
So it became a vine; it brought forth
branches, put forth foliage. (Ezekiel 17:5-
6)

Israel is a luxuriant vine that yields its
fruit. The more his fruit increased the
more altars he built; as his country im-
proved, he improved his pillars. (Hosea
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10:1)
NEW TESTAMENT FOREGROUND

(1) Then he began to speak to them in
parables. “A man planted a vineyard, put
a fence around it, dug a pit for the wine
press, and built a watchtower; then he
leased it to tenants and went to another
country. When the season came, he sent
a slave to the tenants to collect from
them his share of the produce of the
vineyard. But they seized him, and beat
him, and sent him away empty-handed.
And again he sent another slave to them;
this one they beat over the head and
insulted. Then he sent another, and that
one they killed. And so it was with many
others; some they beat, and others they
killed. He had still one other, a beloved
son. Finally he sent him to them, saying,
‘They will respect my son.” But those
tenants said to one another, “This is the
heir; come, let us kill him, and the inher-
itance will be ours.” So they seized him,
killed him, and threw him out of the
vineyard. What then will the owner of
the vineyard do? He will come and de-
stroy the tenants and give the vineyard
to others. (Mark 12:1-9)

(2) Truly I tell you, I will never again
drink of the fruit of the vine until that day
when I drink it new in the kingdom of
God. (Mark 14:25; see also Matt 26:29;
Luke 22:18).

(3) The Wedding Feast of Cana, with the
excess of wine 1s an important link in this

Gospel (John 2:1-11).
ST PAUL

But if some of the branches were broken
off, and you, a wild olive shoot, were
grafted in their place to share the rich
root of the olive tree, do not boast over
the branches. If you do boast, remember
that it is not you that support the root,
but the root that supports you. You will
say, “Branches were broken off so that I
might be grafted in.” That is true. They
were broken off because of their unbe-
lief, but you stand only through faith. So
do not become proud, but stand in awe.
For if God did not spare the natural
branches, perhaps he will not spare you.
Note then the kindness and the severity
of God: severity toward those who have
fallen, but God’s kindness toward you,
provided you continue in his kindness;
otherwise you also will be cut off. And
even those of Israel, if they do not per-
sist in unbelief, will be grafted in, for
God has the power to graft them in
again. For if you have been cut from
what is by nature a wild olive tree and
grafted, contrary to nature, into a culti-
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vated olive tree, how much more will
these natural branches be grafted back
into their own olive tree. (Romans 11:17-

94)
BRIEF COMMENTARY

Verse 1 “I AM” echoes the name of
God from Exodus 3:14. There are seven
significant “I AM” sentences in this
Gospel, such as the bread of life, the
light of the world, resurrection and the
life, the way, the truth and the life.

Verse 2 Continuing the language of
horticulture, the vine grower “prunes”
the vine, that is, he cuts back in order to
stimulate even greater fruitfulness.

Verse 3 The metaphor is abandoned
briefly to make it clear that the (spiritual)
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the disclosure of the true identity of
God-as-love on the cross. By their being
pruned, the disciples too experience trial
but by their faithfulness to Jesus they also
disclose God’s true identity and thus
share in the very ministry of Jesus.

POINTERS FOR PRAYER

1. In a relationship connectedness is
important. Relationships cannot be tak-
en for granted and need time and care
to be life-giving. What does your experi-
ence tell you of the truth of this in your
relationships with God, with your
friends, with your family, with communi-
ties or groups to which you belong?

2. “Every branch that bears fruit he

ry
prunes to make it bear more fruit”. In
what ways do you see that you

pruning is brought about by
Jesus’ teaching, Cleansed was
already used, significantly, in | %e s
John 13:10-11, at the wash- | #25
ing of the feet. ‘

Verse 4 “Abide” has a spe-
cial force and frequency |
(John 1:32-33, 38-39; 2:12; | &
3:36; 4:40; 5:38; 6:27, 56; &
7:9; 8:31, 35; 9:41; 10:40;
11:6, 54; 12:24, 34, 46;
14:10, 17, 25; 15:4-7, 9-10,
16; 19:31; 21:22-23). It expresses that
deep spiritual intimacy between Jesus
and the believer. See the very next vers-
es: As the Father has loved me, so I have loved
you; abide in my love. If you keep my com-
mandments, you will abide in my love, just as 1
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide
in fus love. (John 15:9-10). The vinicul-
tural imagery is then resumed. Anyone
who has seen a vine knows that the
branches must stay attached to the main
root, otherwise they are cut off from the
very source of life.

Verse 5 This verse opens with a repeat
of v. 1, but the imagery moves forward
“you are the branches”. V. 5bc says the
same thing, positively and negatively.

Verse 6 This verse uses “fire” to talk
about the consequences of being cut off:
that is judgement at the end.

Verse 7 Moving on from the threat in
v.6, the writer explores the benefits of
staying attached to the vine. It echoes
the Synoptic teaching “ask and you will
receive”, but makes clear the condition
for successful prayer is abiding in him. If
we do abide in him, then what we desire
will be whatever it is the Risen Lord
himself wants to give us.

Verse 8 “Glory” in this gospel means

HATTACA0C

have been ‘pruned’ by the
experiences of life, or by the
) | word of God, to be a more
fruitful person? Perhaps you
have also experienced the
need for “pruning” in signifi-
cant relationships in your life.

3. The parable also reminds
il us that we are not the source
of our own life. It is a gift from
God, from our parents, and
from all who have nourished
us. Give thanks for those who have been
a source of life for you.

4. God is glorified by our being fruitful.
When has human fruitfulness reminded
you of God at work in our world?

PRAYER

O God, you graft us on to Christ, the
true vine, and, with tireless care, you
nurture our growth in knowledge and
reverence.

Tend the vineyard of your Church, that
in Christ each branch may bring forth
to the glory of your name abundant
fruits of faith and love.

Grant this through Jesus Christ, the res-
urrection and the life, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit God for ever and ever. Amen.
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The person who keeps his
commandments resides in God

1 John 3:18  Little children, let us not
love with word or with tongue but in
deed and truth. 19 And by this we will
know that we are of the truth and will
convince our conscience in his presence,
20 that if our conscience condemns us,
that God is greater than our conscience
and knows all things. 21 Dear friends, if
our conscience does not condemn us, we
have confidence in the presence of God,
22 and whatever we ask we receive from
him, because we keep his command-
ments and do the things that are pleas-
ing to him. 23 Now this is his com-
mandment: that we believe in the name
of his Son Jesus Christ and love one
another, just as he gave us the com-
mandment. 24 And the person who
keeps his commandments resides in
God, and God in him. Now by this we
know that God resides in us: by the Spir-
it he has given us.

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS

There is a very strong push in 1 John to
ensure that our faith should become
reality in deeds. This is really an evolu-
tion from the prophetic world of the Old
Testament. The prophets regularly at-
tack those who think once worship is
“done”, that is sufficient. In 1 John, the
problem 1is more insidious: once being
loved has come a reality, then, we might
think, that is sufficient. In a word, love,
which is not being being lived and passed
on, has somehow not lodged in us.

In the original teaching of Jesus, there is
something very similar: For if you forgive
others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will
also_forgive you; but if you do not_forgive others,
neither will your Father forgwe your trespasses.
(Matthew 6:14-15) This is not simply
some quid pro quo. More deeply reflected
upon, the forgiveness that God always
wants to give us can be ours only if we
ourselves are people who in turn forgive.

KIND OF WRITING

Prologue: 'The Word of Life (1:1-4)
L. God is light (1:5-2:27)

IL. God is righteous 2:18-4:6)
III. God 1s love (4:7-5:12)
Epilogue: Assurances (5:13-21)

There are subsections in II above:

A. Good right / avoiding sin (2:28-3:10)
B. Love / the New Covenant (3:11-24)
C. The Spirit of Deceit (4:1-6)
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ORIGIN OF THE READING

The reality in the community must have
been the constant human temptation to
separate spirituality and practice, wor-
ship and justice. It is not unknown in our
own day.

RELATED PASSAGES

Those who say, “I love God,” and hate
their brothers or sisters, are liars; for
those who do not love a brother or sister
whom they have seen, cannot love God
whom they have not seen. The com-
mandment we have from him is this:
those who love God must love their
brothers and sisters also. (1 John 4:20—
21)

Beloved, since God loved us so much, we
also ought to love one another. No one
has ever seen God; if we love one anoth-
er, God lives in us, and his love is per-
fected in us. (1 John 4:11-12)

BRIEF COMMENTARY

Verse 18 The verse opens with the typi-
cal and affectionate address “little chil-
dren.” A strong contrast is set up:
word / tongue and deed / truth. The
point is not just the moral follow-
through but the integration of our whole
self in light of the Gospel. Truth, in the
Johannine tradition, also points to Jesus
as himself the way, the truth and the life.
All who are in the truth which is Jesus
live consistently with their convictions.

Verses 19-20 The sentiments here may
not seem that clear at first glance. He
has in mind here the feeling that some-
how we are not fully forgiven. The cure
for such “scrupulosity” is to remember
that God knows us better than we do
ourselves and he forgives us. Through-
out, the writer is not using the word
“conscience” but the word “heart.” The
heart is the seat not of the emotions but
of the mental life, its will and decisions.

Verses 21-22 The writer looks at an-
other case, in which our conscience is at

peace. In that case, we can have confi-
dence before God.

Verse 23 The two realities are insepa-
rable. We are empowered to love be-
cause he loved us first; but in that very
self-same love we are also to love our
brothers and sisters. See above under
related passages.
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Dear friends, if our hearts
do not condemn us, we
have confidence before

God and receive from him

anything we ask, because
we keep his commands

and do what pleases him.
1 John 3:21-22

Verse 24 The word reside / abide 1s
very similar to my word above “lodge.”
It really means finding my deep identity
in love. As the song puts it, the greatest
thing you’ll ever learn is to love and be loved in
return (David Bowie). The role of the
Spirit in Johannine spirituality is precise-
ly to place in believers’ hearts the love of
God as found in the paschal mystery,
Jesus® death and resurrection. Cf. By this
we know that we abide in him and he n us,
because he has given us of his Spirit. (1 John
4:13)  This is the one who came by water and
blood, Fesus Christ, not with the water only but
with the water and the blood. And the Spurit is
the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.
There are three that testify: the Spirit and the
water and the blood, and these three agree. (1
John 5:6-8)

POINTERS FOR PRAYER

1. What is my own experience of inte-
grating faith and life? It 1s always some-
thing of a struggle and at times we do
indeed fail. How to I pick up the pieces
again? What keeps me going?

2. The inseparability of love of God
and love of neighbour is both life-giving
and challenging. It really is the one love
and I really cannot have the one without
the other. When did I myself become
aware of this in an existential, personal
way?

3. To have my home in God, my deep
belonging, is the goal of the spiritual
journey. In Kavanagh’s brilliant poem
Beyond the Headlines, he write, “Only those
who fly home to God have flown at all.”

4. In the great spiritual tradition, prayer
is nothing other than assenting to the
presence of the Spirit within. We don’t
establish or set up the relationship; it 1is
all grace and our role is to say yes with
our hearts and yes with our lives.

PRAYER

God of life and God of love, you call us
lovingly into being that we come to
know you and be like you in love. Help
us to say yes to your love, to your Spirit
within. Help us to love our neighbour
with one and selfsame love. Amen.
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Paul was speaking and debating
with the Greek-speaking Jews

Acts 9:26 When Paul arrived in
Jerusalem, he attempted to associate
with the disciples, and they were all
afraid of him, because they did not be-
lieve that he was a disciple. 27 But Barn-
abas took Saul, brought him to the apos-
tles, and related to them how he had
seen the Lord on the road, that the Lord
had spoken to him, and how in Damas-
cus he had spoken out boldly in the
name of Jesus. 28 So he was staying with
them, associating openly with them in
Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the
name of the Lord. 29 He was speaking
and debating with the Greek-speaking
Jews, but they were trying to kill him. 30
When the brothers found out about this,
they brought him down to Caesarea and
sent him away to Tarsus.

Acts 9:31  Then the church throughout
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria experienced
peace and thus was strengthened. Living
in the fear of the Lord and in the en-
couragement of the Holy Spirit, the
church increased in numbers.

INITTIAL OBSERVATIONS

Our story today follows the first of three
accounts in Acts of the “conversion” of
Saul. Levels of irony are apparent in the
passage. The Hellenists, in this case,
were really Jews who spoke Greek, a bit
like Paul himself. His “turning” must
have disconcerted them and, again like
Saul himself, their reaction is quite mur-
derous.

KIND OF WRITING

Acts presents the reader with no fewer
than #en conversion stories: 2:1-47; 3:1-
4:4, 32-37; 8:4-25; 8:26-40; 9:1-31; 10:1-
48; 13:6-12; 13:13-52; 16:11-15; 16:25-
34, From the evidence derived from
conversion accounts found in pagan
sources, Jewish materials, and the Christ-
ian apocryphal Acts, it is possible to iso-
late five stable components in these an-
clent conversion stories: (a) the context;
(b) the catalysts leading to conversion; (c)
the counter-forces that pose an obstacle
or opposition; (d) the conversion itself; (e)
the confirmation of the genuineness of
the conversion by post-conversion evi-
dence (our verses today).

ORIGIN OF THE READING

A constant issue in the New Testament is
how Christ-believers of very different
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backgrounds and convictions could live
in communion. It has not gone away!

RELATED PASSAGES

In Luke-Acts, there are two kinds of
disciples. (1) Those who were “with the
Lord from the beginning” and are “ with
us” (Luke 8:1; 22:28; 24:44; Acts
1:21-22; 13:31). (i) Those who are dis-
ciples on account of an experience of
conversion. Paul, who symbolises those
bearing witness out of vivid experience,
was not ready to be used by Christ until
he was vouched for by the Jerusalem
apostles (i. e., his experience was deemed
legitimate by the tradition). For Luke-
Acts it is not either tradition or experi-
ence but rather both tradition and expe-
rience. Both are necessary to enable one
to be an adequate witness for the Lord.
Hence, markedly unlike Paul himself in
Galatians, Luke requires apostolic ap-
proval for the likes of Paul.

BRIEF COMMENTARY

Verse 26 As noted by Paul himself, con-
version and mission are really one expe-
rience. When Paul comes to Jerusalem, it
1s natural that those in Jerusalem should
be nervous of the infamous persecutor.
In Galatians, Paul says he met only Pe-
ter, so the story 1s Acts 1s difficult to rec-
oncile with Paul in his own words.

Verse 27 Barnabas is mentioned earlier:
There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph,
to whom the apostles gave the name Barnabas
(in Acts = “son of encouragement”).
(Acts 4:36) He is an important figure in
Acts: Acts 4:36; 9:27; 11:22, 25, 30;
12:25-13:2; 13:7, 42-43, 46, 50; 14:1,
12, 14, 20; 15:2, 12, 22, 25, 35-37, 39.
In our story, he fulfils his name (son of
encouragement). Eventually, he and Paul
broke up after a row, which was to prove
to be permanent. In a later visit, Paul
challenges both Peter and Barnabas. NB
in Luke-Acts, only the twelve are apos-
tles (i.e. excluding Paul, who regularly
calls himself an apostle).

Verse 28 This is in contrast to what
Paul himself says in Galatians above.
Speaking boldly is very important in the
Acts: Acts 2:29; 4:13, 29, 31; 9:27-28;
13:46; 14:3; 18:26; 19:8; 26:26; 28:31. It
is not always translated with the same
English equivalent.

Verse 29 “Hellenists” has two meanings
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in Acts. (i) Gentiles like Stephen in Acts
6:5; (i) Greek-speaking Jews such as
those in Acts 21:27-29.

Verse 30 “Believers” here is the NRSV
inclusive-language translation of “broth-
ers/sisters”. This “escape” would be
Paul’s second—the first being from
Damascus: but his disciples took him by night
and let him down through an opening in the
wall, lowering him in a basket. (Acts 9:25). It
1s sharply ironic that Paul is saved from
death by those whom he formerly perse-
cuted. Caesarea Maritima is important
in the Acts (Acts 8:40; 9:30; 10:1, 24;
11:11; 12:19; 18:22; 21:8, 16; 23:23, 33;
25:1, 4, 6, 13).

Verse 31 The word “church” here
means not a particular congregation but
the whole Christian movement as such.
This is the only mention in Luke-Acts of
Christians in Galilee. Luke’s real interest
lies not in a complete history but in
showing that the movement, which had
started in Galilee, reached its fulfilment
in Jerusalem and, from there, spread to
the known world. Summary statements
on the spread of the church are sprin-
kled throughout Acts: 5:14, 6:7; 9:31,
11:21; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20.

POINTERS FOR PRAYER

1. It can sometimes happen that after
some major change in our outlook or
personality, people who knew us previ-
ously are slow to recognise or trust our
“conversion.” Conversely, we can be
slow to accept such change in others.
Yet, we hope such growth is really possi-
ble both for ourselves and for others.

2. Even a very courageous figure such as
Paul needed the support and compan-
ionship of another. Who has supported
me in my discipleship and ministry? To
whom have I been a support?

3. The peaceful and uninterrupted
growth sounds like the faraway, halcyon
days of yore. And yet, today there are
seeds of a new springtime for the
church: the return to the Word, the
commitment to discipleship and the ex-
perience of the Holy Spirit. Where do I
experience such seeds of hope today?

PRAYER

God of new life, the experience of your
Spirit give new courage and changes the
direction of our lives. Show us today
how we are to be your witnesses that
your church may know a new springtime
of faith through the word of life pro-

claimed in our day. Amen.
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TH

- LITURGY

Acts 9:26-31; Psalm 22 (21); 1 John 3:18-24; John 15:1-8

READINGS 2 AND 3

Our second and third readings really do
belong together, coming from the same
spiritual world. We are called to abide in
Jesus. The Gospel proclaims this as a
invitation and a warning. The second
reading goes into some depth about this
abiding. It is a gift of grace but not at all
“cheap grace” because it entails a con-
versation of heart and life, of the whole
Inner person.

THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM

The psalm excerpts might seem some-
what general, but the last verse reflects
the theme of proclamation:

And my soul shall live for him, my children
serve hum. They shall tell of the Lord to genera-
tions yet to come, declare his_faithfulness to peo-
ples yet unborn: “These things the Lord has
done.”

These positive verses taken from Psalm
22 should be read in the context of the
whole psalm. The psalmist is under
tremendous threat and yet continues to
be faithful, as in the story today.

SUNDAY INTRODUCTIONS

First reading
Acts 9:26-31 Paul’s “welcome™ to Jerusalem

Paul’s persecution of believers gained
him a fearsome reputation. As you can
imagine, this made it hard for people to
welcome him wholeheartedly and his
return to Jerusalem was, putting it mild-
ly, uncomfortable. In particular, Greek-
speaking Jews—the Hellenists—were so
upset they wanted to kill him. Even for
early Christians it wasn’t all light and

joy...

Second reading
1 John 3:18-24 What God wants of us

Sometimes we wonder what is expected
of us as disciples. In this wonderful read-
ing the different dimensions of being a
follower of Jesus are explored.

Gospel
John 15:1-8 The True Vine Discourse

Today’s Gospel is very like the second
reading: how do we bear fruit as disci-
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ples? Using the biblical metaphor of the
vine, faith is presented as a relationship,
dynamic and life-giving.

WEEKDAY INTRODUCTIONS

Monday 29 April
St Catherine of Stena, virgin and doctor

1 John 1:5-2:2

The first letter of John manages to be
both inspirational and realistic. We need
to keep an eye on both, stay on the path
of conversion of heart.

Matthew 11:25-30
This passage contains a great truth: the
Gospel 1s for all and not for some élite
group. We can all come to Jesus when
we are burdened.

Tuesday 30 April
St Pius V] bishop of Rome

Acts 14:19-28

In our attempts at evangelisation today,
we can still learn from the example of
the first preachers: they took risked, were
full of zeal and they knew God was with
them all along.

John 14:27-31

Peace—the great gift of the risen Lord
—means much more in the Bible than
usual and especially here in John. It in-
cludes life in abundance, on account of

the resurrection and even freedom from
death and the fear of death.

Wednesday 1 May
St Joseph the Worker

Acts 15:1-6

Early Christians had to make up their
minds whether or not to impose the full
Jewish Law on new believers. It was not
easy, as we see from today’s reading
which features supporters on each side.

John 15:1-8

In the Fourth Gospel, there are seven I
Am sentences, all echoing the name of
God as I am who I am. In the same way;,
the image of the vine for the people of
God is rooted in the Old Testament, as
well as in the parable of Jesus. We the
branches lives because of him.

Thursday 2 May
St Athanastus, bishop

Act 15:7-21

Our reading takes us to a very important
moment in the early church. The issue
was how much of the divinely ordained
ritual practices of Judaism should be
retained. None, really, but a compromise
was reached about the consumption of
blood, for the sake of communion be-
tween Jews and Gentiles.

John 15:9-11
The simply word “remain” is important
in the Fourth Gospel: it means to live in,
to be part of of, to draw life from. It 1is
not only love but joy which will be com-
pleted in us.

Friday 3 May
St Phulip and “fames, apostles

1 Cor 15:1-8

The apostolic proclamation takes us
back to the original experiences of those
who encountered the risen Lord. It is not
enough, of course, to depend on the
past: we have to recognise our own mo-
ments of encounter.

John 14:6-14

In our Gospel today, Philips seems to
blurt out something inappropriate.
However, it leads to deep teaching;

Saturday 4 May
St Conleth, bishop

Acts 16:1-10

Today’s reading is odd and inspiring. It
is odd that Paul had someone circum-
cised, because he was so against it. It is
inspiring that the same Paul dreams
about the Macedonian Greeks who want
him to preach among them. It would
remind us of St Patrick and his dream
about the Irish calling him

John 15:18-21

It cannot be that our destiny should be
different to that of Jesus. He too did not
belong “this world” and he too was hat-
ed. It is to be expected that being a be-
liever will incite others against us—a
mark that we are on the path of true
discipleship.
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