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Luke 10:38    Now as they went on their 
way, Jesus entered a certain village, 
where a woman named Martha wel-
comed him into her home.  39 She had 
a sister named Mary, who sat at the 
Lord’s feet and listened to what he was 
saying.  40 But Martha was distracted by 
her many tasks; so she came to him and 
asked, “Lord, do you not care that my 
sister has left me to do all the work by 
myself ? Tell her then to help me.”  41 
But the Lord answered her, “Martha, 
Martha, you are worried and distracted 
by many things;  42 there is need of  only 
one thing. Mary has chosen the better 
part, which will not be taken away from 
her.”     

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS 

As is well known, this delightful scene is 
found only in Luke’s Gospel. It is impos-
sible not to link with John 11-12, where 
a family trio (Mary, Martha and 
Lazarus) appear again. However, Luke 
knows nothing of  a brother, even though 
a Lazarus is mentioned. He is, however, 
a fictional character in a parable:  

And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, 
covered with sores, In Hades, where he was 
being tormented, he looked up and saw Abra-
ham far away with Lazarus by his side. He 
called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of  his finger in 
water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in 
these flames.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, re-
member that during your lifetime you received 
your good things, and Lazarus in like manner 
evil things; but now he is comforted here, and 
you are in agony.  (Luke 16:20, 23–25) 

Otherwise, Mary and Martha are un-
known in Luke’s Gospel or even else-
where in the NT. Apart from these his-
torical details, the story touches on the 
balance of  work and prayer.  

KIND OF WRITING 

This is a very clear example of  a com-
mon literary genre in the NT, the chreia, 
that is a brief  anecdote which illustrates 

the teaching of  the “hero” in a dramatic 
way, often expanded by gesture and by 
word (as here).   

OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND 

There are many stories of  hospitality in 
the OT. Our first reading, Abraham at 
the oak of  Mamre is often remembered:  

And Abraham hastened into the tent to 
Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly 
three measures of  choice flour, knead it, 
and make cakes.” Abraham ran to the 
herd, and took a calf, tender and good, 
and gave it to the servant, who hastened 
to prepare it. Then he took curds and 
milk and the calf  that he had prepared, 
and set it before them; and he stood by 
them under the tree while they ate.  
(Genesis 18:6–8) 

My child, if  you accept my words and 
treasure up my commandments within 
you, making your ear attentive to wis-
dom and inclining your heart to under-
standing; if  you indeed cry out for in-
sight, and raise your voice for under-
standing; if  you seek it like silver, and 
search for it as for hidden treasures—   
then you will understand the fear of  the 
LORD and find the knowledge of  God. 
For the LORD gives wisdom; from his 
mouth come knowledge and under-
standing; he stores up sound wisdom for 
the upright; he is a shield to those who 
walk blamelessly, guarding the paths of  

justice and preserving the way of  his 
faithful ones. Then you will understand 
righteousness and justice and equity, 
every good path; for wisdom will come 
into your heart, and knowledge will be 
pleasant to your soul; prudence will 
watch over you; and understanding will 
guard you.  (Proverbs 2:1–11) 

NEW TESTAMENT FOREGROUND 

There are three dimensions of  Luke’s 
presentation of  Jesus which are relevant 
here.  

(i) Food and Hospitality: with more than 
one hundred references in Luke-Acts 
food and hospitality are important 
themes. Jesus and food: Jesus spent time 
eating with friends, even at the risk of  
accusation (7:34); Our daily bread: 
prayed for in the Lord’s Prayer (11:2-4); 
Mission: they are to eat whatever is set 
before them—a radical break with tradi-
tion (10:8); God visits: Lk 1:68; 7:16; 
19:44; Acts 15:14; Meals are places of  
encounter: 10:38-41 and 24:13-35); 
Food stories in Luke: 7:36-50 (Simon the 
Pharisee); 9:10-17 (feeding of  the five 
thousand); prayer and hospitality 
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Mary has chosen the better part and 
it will not be taken away from her

Thought for the day 

Being busy is a sort of  cultural value 
among us—and rightly. “If  you want 
something done, ask a busy person.” 
But, of  course, the question of  bal-
ance arises. There are indeed other 
needs and other hungers. These in-
clude simple human things like time 
for friends. Even hospitality—which is 
always work—can get in the way of  
really meeting. Something similar can 
be said of  time for reflection, medita-
tion and prayer. Time is not really the 
issue—after all, we manage to find 
time to waste on TV, tablets etc. It is 
more a question of  insight, choice and 
decision, lest we overlook and even 
lose “the better part.”   

Prayer 

Help us, Lord, to listen to the stirrings 
of  our hearts. When we meet friends, 
help us to really meet. When we meet 
you, help us too to be present to you.
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(11:1-13); humility and hospitality (14:7-
14); Zacchaeus (19:1-10); the Lord’s 
Supper (22:7-13).  

(ii) Pairs: Luke likes stories in which 
there are two contrasting characters, as 
here. Elizabeth and Mary (1-2), two 
debtors (7), two men at the transfigura-
tion (9), two sons (15), Pharisee and the 
tax collector (18), two thieves (23), two 
on the road to Emmaus (24).  

(iii) Women: as named characters (Mary 
and Elizabeth, Mary and Martha, Anna) 
and in traditional roles (wife, daughter, 
mother, parent, widow, mother-in-law) 
and in innovative roles (supporters), 
women have a specially high profile in 
Luke (Luke 1:5, 13, 17–18, 24, 27, 30, 
34, 38–39, 42–43, 46, 56, 60; 2:5, 16, 
19, 27, 33–34, 36–37, 41, 43, 48, 51; 
3:19; 4:25–26, 38; 7:12, 15, 28, 37, 39, 
44, 50; 8:2–3, 19–21, 42–43, 47–49, 51, 
56; 10:38–42; 11:27, 31; 12:45, 53; 
13:11–12, 16, 21; 14:26; 15:8; 16:18; 
17:32, 35; 18:3, 5, 20, 29; 20:28, 32–33, 
47; 21:2–3, 16; 22:57; 23:27, 49, 55; 
24:5, 10, 22, 24). Luke is explicit that 
some women funded the ministry: 

Soon afterwards he went on through cities and 
villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news 
of  the kingdom of  God. The twelve were with 
him, as well as some women who had been 
cured of  evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, 
called Magdalene, from whom seven demons 
had gone out, and Joanna, the wife of  Herod’s 
steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many others, 
who provided for them out of  their resources. 
(Luke 8:1–3) 

(iv) The issue of  service and discipleship 
arises again in the Acts: 

Now during those days, when the disci-
ples were increasing in number, the Hel-
lenists complained against the Hebrews 
because their widows were being ne-
glected in the daily distribution of  food. 
And the twelve called together the whole 
community of  the disciples and said, “It 
is not right that we should neglect the 
word of  God in order to wait on tables. 
Therefore, friends, select from among 
yourselves seven men of  good standing, 
full of  the Spirit and of  wisdom, whom 
we may appoint to this task, while we, 
for our part, will devote ourselves to 
prayer and to serving the word.”  

What they said pleased the whole com-
munity, and they chose Stephen, a man 
full of  faith and the Holy Spirit, together 
with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of  
Antioch. They had these men stand be-
fore the apostles, who prayed and laid 
their hands on them.  (Acts 6:1–6) 

ST PAUL 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, 
hold fast to what is good; love one an-
other with mutual affection; outdo one 
another in showing honour. Do not lag 
in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suf-
fering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to 
the needs of  the saints; extend hospitali-
ty to strangers.  (Romans 12:9–13) 

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect 
to show hospitality to strangers, for by 
doing that some have entertained angels 
without knowing it. Remember those 
who are in prison, as though you were in 
prison with them; those who are being 
tortured, as though you yourselves were 
being tortured.  (Hebrews 13:1–3) 

BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Verse 38 Jesus is on the way to 
Jerusalem and en route accepts hospitality 
from two sisters, illustrating his own 
teaching about eating what is set before 
you.  

Verse 39 An image of  rapt attention. 
Sitting at the Lord’s feet is the gesture of  
a disciple and would have been unusual 
for women. Then people came out to see what 
had happened, and when they came to Jesus, 
they found the man from whom the demons had 
gone sitting at the feet of  Jesus, clothed and in 
his right mind. And they were afraid.  (Luke 
8:35 NRSV) 

Verse 40 The complaint seems to be 
threefold: (i) there is lots to do; (ii) the 
sister is not helping; (iii) the Lord has not 
noticed. Using a third party, a guest, to 
attack a family member shows a certain 
lack of  courtesy. 

Verse 41 It is acknowledged that there 
is a practical side to hospitality—but in a 
way implying that the problem is 
Martha’s attitude (of  fuss?).  

Verse 42 The goal of  hospitality in 
general is to achieve a real meeting or 
encounter between hosts and guests. In 
this case, the guest is the Lord. The word 
for necessary in Greek is chreia. This 
word is used in modern study to refer to 
this kind of  anecdote which conveys the 
needful, some essential aspect of  teach-
ing. The word part comes up again in a 
not unrelated context in Acts: You have 
no part or share in this, for your heart is 
not right before God. (Acts 8:21)  

POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

1. The two sisters symbolise the con-
templative and active dimensions of  life, 
at times difficult to balance. What wis-
dom have you learned through life expe-
riences on how to strike a balance be-
tween prayer and action? 

2. Many people misunderstand hospital-
ity. They worry and fret about decorat-
ing the house and preparing abundant 
food. Yet sometimes it is something else 
that is needed to make people feel at 
home, namely, to sit with guests and to 
listen to them speaking. What has been 
your experience of  being a cherished 
guest and when have you been able to 
make others feel welcome and at home? 

3. We can make the same mistake in 
relation to people who are important to 
us in life: children, friends, parents, or 
others. We can worry and fret about 
doing things for them when perhaps the 
important thing is to give them time and 
to listen to them. What does your expe-
rience tell you? 

4. When it comes to welcoming God 
into our lives, one appropriate response 
is to give time listening to God’s word. 
When have you found time devoted to 
the word of  God enriching for you? 

PRAYER 

Eternal God you draw near to us in 
Christ and make yourself  our guest. 
Amid the cares of  our daily lives, make 
us attentive to your voice and alert to 
your presence, that we may treasure 
your word above all else. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Col 1:24   I am now rejoicing in my suf-
ferings for your sake, and in my flesh I 
am completing what is lacking in 
Christ’s afflictions for the sake of  his 
body, that is, the church. 25 I became its 
servant according to God’s commission 
that was given to me for you, to make 
the word of  God fully known, 26 the 
mystery that has been hidden through-
out the ages and generations but has 
now been revealed to his saints. 27 To 
them God chose to make known how 
great among the Gentiles are the riches 
of  the glory of  this mystery, which is 
Christ in you, the hope of  glory. 28 It is 
he whom we proclaim, warning every-
one and teaching everyone in all wis-
dom, so that we may present everyone 
mature in Christ. (NET) 

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS 

Paul, who had already proclaimed him-
self  a servant of  the Gospel, now says he 
is a servant of  the church. Church in this 
context means not the institution (which 
would be anachronistic) but rather the 
assemblies of  Christ-believers. It is cer-
tain that the historical Paul made the 
creation of  communities central to his 
mission. In Colossians, he is portrayed as 
writing to a community he had not 
founded and had never, apparently, visit-
ed.   

KIND OF WRITING 

Introduction: 1:1-14 
Body of  the letter: 1:15-4:6 
Conclusion 4:7-18   

The body of  the letter opens with a se-
ries of  theological reflections, as follows: 

1:15-20 The Christ hymn 
1:21-23 Application of  the hymn 
1:24-2:5 The apostle’s role 
2:6-23 Against false teachers 

Our reading, therefore, is part of  a 
slightly longer reflection on the role of  
the apostle.  

CONTEXT IN THE COMMUNITY 

Although written in the first person, this 
is most likely a reflection from second 
generation Paulinism, as it appropriates 
in a new context the teaching and role 
of  the great apostle. A later generation 
had grown in its understanding of  God’s 

revelation in Christ and, at the same 
time, it faced new challenges threatening 
the received inheritance from Paul. For 
these reasons, the writer establishes 
again the role and person of  the apostle.   

RELATED PASSAGES 

Blessed be the God and Father of  our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of  mercies 
and the God of  all consolation, who 
consoles us in all our affliction, so that 
we may be able to console those who are 
in any affliction with the consolation 
with which we ourselves are consoled by 
God. For just as the sufferings of  Christ 
are abundant for us, so also our consola-
tion is abundant through Christ. If  we 
are being afflicted, it is for your consola-
tion and salvation; if  we are being con-
soled, it is for your consolation, which 
you experience when you patiently en-
dure the same sufferings that we are also 
suffering. Our hope for you is unshaken; 
for we know that as you share in our 
sufferings, so also you share in our con-
solation. (2 Corinthians 1:3–7 NRSV) 

BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Verse 24 Paul was personally unknown 
to the Colossians. To close the gap of  
communication, the sufferings of  the 
apostle are mentioned, so that he and his  
readers share the same experience. For 
the historical Paul, there was not separa-
tion between the Christ even, his calling 
and his mission. The question of  any-
thing lacking in the sufferings of  Christ 
has bothered commentators. It is a ma-
jor problem if  you are working with an 
Anselmian view of  redemption (found 
nowhere in the New Testament). Here, 
the context is something to do with wit-
ness. The present trials of  the apostle are 
a witness and a kind of  continuation of  
Christ’s own sufferings, not a supple-
mentary act of  redemption. Paul interi-
orised his sufferings as participation an 
witness and, therefore, so ought the 
Colossians.  

Verse 25 Paul call himself  a servant—
one of  many explicit echoes of  the Suf-
fering Servant Songs. Related passages: 
Gal 1:15-16 (explicit echo of  Is 49:1, 
5-6); 2 Cor 6:1-2 (Is 49:8); Phil 2:16 (Is 
49:4); Romans 15:8-9 (Is 52:15). The 
Songs were already applied to Jesus and 
the apostle sees his own calling in the 

same light, through Christ. To make the 
word of  God fully known: this synonym for 
Paul’s gospel prepares us for the disclo-
sure of  the mystery in the next couple of  
verses. Cf. 1 Cor 2:7-8; Rom 16:25-26. 

Verse 26 The expression “mystery” has 
a background in Jewish apocalypses and 
in the Qumran writings. It meant a hid-
den dimension of  God’s plan which 
needed to be disclosed. It could also 
more simply have meant things of  God 
beyond ordinary human comprehension. 
In the Dead Sea Scrolls, mystery could 
also refer to a disclosure which had al-
ready taken place, in which the commu-
nity participates. The term carried risks. 
It would inevitably remind Greek listen-
ers of  the mystery religions, with initia-
tion into the occult for the few. In 
Pauline and Deutero-Pauline writings, it 
meant God’s end time fulfilment of  his 
purposes in Christ, now fully disclosed to 
all believers. All believers now have ac-
cess to the central mystery: God’s plan 
for history and the cosmos. 

Verse 27 The inclusion of  the Gentiles 
remains central to the vision and mission 
of  the Pauline tradition. The content of  
the mystery is “Christ in/among you, 
the hope of  glory.” 

Verse 28 The reader will certainly no-
tice the emphatic three-fold insistence on 
“everyone.” It is very likely that the 
writer is opposing other “philosophies” 
offering esoteric knowledge to an élite 
group of  initiates. Hence the importance 
of  retrieving the richer biblical and Jew-
ish background to the word mystery. 
The final goal is growth, the movement 
to fullness and perfection in Christ. Cf. 
Ephesians 4:11–13.  

POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

1. To make the word of  God fully know, 
we have to start with ourselves. How has 
the word of  God been powerful in your 
life? How would you like to help others 
know this word of  life? 

2. Christ among us and Christ within us: 
this is at the centre of  our conviction. 
How does being part of  the community 
of  faith help you know the riches of  his 
glory? 

PRAYER 

God make us strong with all the strength 
that comes from you glorious power, and 
may we be prepared to endure every-
thing with patience, while joyfully giving 
thanks to you, our Father. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  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The mystery that has been kept hid-
den from ages and generations, but 
has now been revealed to his saints
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Gen 18:1 The LORD appeared to Abra-
ham by the oaks of  Mamre, as he sat at 
the entrance of  his tent in the heat of  
the day.  2 He looked up and saw three 
men standing near him. When he saw 
them, he ran from the tent entrance to 
meet them, and bowed down to the 
ground.  3 He said, “My lord, if  I find 
favour with you, do not pass by your 
servant.  4 Let a little water be brought, 
and wash your feet, and rest yourselves 
under the tree.  5 Let me bring a little 
bread, that you may refresh yourselves, 
and after that you may pass on—since 
you have come to your servant.” So they 
said, “Do as you have said.”  6 And 
Abraham hastened into the tent to 
Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly 
three measures of  choice flour, knead it, 
and make cakes.”  7 Abraham ran to the 
herd, and took a calf, tender and good, 
and gave it to the servant, who hastened 
to prepare it.  8 Then he took curds and 
milk and the calf  that he had prepared, 
and set it before them; and he stood by 
them under the tree while they ate.  

Gen 18:9    They said to him, “Where is 
your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, 
in the tent.”  10 Then one said, “I will 
surely return to you in due season, and 
your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And 
Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind 
him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, 
advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah 
after the manner of  women.  12 So Sarah 
laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown 
old, and my husband is old, shall I have plea-
sure?”  13 The LORD said to Abraham, “Why 
did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a 
child, now that I am old?’  14 Is anything too 
wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will 
return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall 
have a son.”  15 But Sarah denied, saying, “I 
did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, 
“Oh yes, you did laugh.”   

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS 

This is a justly famous story, often por-
trayed in icons. There is a cross refer-
ence to it in Hebrews 13:1-3. 

KIND OF WRITING 

Gen 18:1-8: Technically, this is a theo-
phany, the story of  the appearance of  a 
God. As usual in such stories, the reader 
knows more than the characters. We 
know from the start that it is the Lord. 
Our focus accordingly shifts to how or 
when Abraham will come to the same 

realisation. The full epiphany story goes 
on to v. 15 and from v. 16 onwards the 
link is made with the story of  Sodom to 
follow.  

Gen 18:9-15: At the same time, it func-
tions as an annunciation story, 
in like with similar stories of  
childlessness in the Bible. The 
hospitality is a kind of  test, 
which Abraham passes with 
flying colours. The doubt, 
common in such stories, is 
implied in the laughter of  
Sarah (who would blame 
her?). Nevertheless, the key 
promise is made: your wife 
shall have a son. 

ORIGIN OF THE READING 

At this point in the book of  Genesis, two 
stories are contrasted. In chapter 19, 
there is the terrible story of  the “inhospi-
tality” of  the people of  Sodom. Chs. 18 
and 19 share a great deal of  vocabulary 
and the writer means us to join both 
narratives. The shock for us in Genesis 
19 is the violence and immorality of  the 
townspeople and Lot’s highly disturbing 
response. At the time of  writing, the 
shock was more breaking the sacred 
code of  welcoming the stranger. Abra-
ham, in this regard, is exemplary and 
that is why the reading is chosen. Vv.
10b-16 are omitted in the lectionary.    

OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND 

Cf. Genesis 17:15–21. 

BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Verse 1 “Lord” here is YHWH, vo-
calised to read Adonai. Appeared makes 
it clear this is not an earthly visit. Heat 
of  the day: when Abraham is resting and 
travellers need to rest.   

Verse 2 Here we see what Abraham 
perceives (lit. “and behold”). His hospi-
tality is wonderful. Bowing down is al-
ways appropriate, even if, as here, un-
consciously before the Deity. The num-
ber three may be taken to mean a deity 
and two attendants.  

Verse 3 There is an ambiguity in the 
text: “my lord” could be plural (ad-
dressed to all three as humans) or singu-
lar (addressed to one as leader or to 
God). At the story level, Abraham still 
thinks of  his guests as human.   

Verses 4-5 Abraham makes a consider-
able effort in showing hospitality to these 
strangers. What would be more welcome 
than a drink of  water, a wash of  their 
feet and rest under a shady tree? Notice 
the self-deprecation in the language, 
contrasting with the mighty efforts! The 
Hebrew seems to imply: since you have 
come so that I may have the benefit of  
showing hospitality.  

Verse 6 In spite of  heat, 
intense activity begins. 
Sarah is involved as a 
woman (baker).  

Verse 7 Abraham is in-
v o l v e d a s a m a n 
(shepherd).  

Verse 8 At last the meal is 
served and Abraham 
presents the best he can 
offer is given, including 
yogurt.  Standing by is a 
gesture of  both care and 

deference. Unconsciously, Abraham has 
offered gifts fit for God, as in Lev 24:5.   

Verse 9 Sarah, following custom, is not 
“visible,” so guests ask for her.  

Verse 10 The all important prediction 
is made, fulfilling long-standing promises 
to Abraham. Earlier in the P tradition in 
chapter 17, it is Abraham who laughs.  

POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

1. Unexpected “glimpses” of  the tran-
scendent can be part of  our experience 
of  God. This can be in nature or, of  
course, through people who “walk into” 
our lives. A prayer of  praise and thanks-
giving.  

2. Hospitality is a great gift and a great 
service. Can I recall sometime when I 
was made especially welcome? Such 
gracious reception is a token and sign of  
God’s welcome to us all. A prayer of  
welcome. 

3. God is faithful to Abraham, in spite 
of  an apparently endless delay. Abra-
ham, our father in faith, places his un-
conditional trust in God. A prayer of  
faith. 

PRAYER 

God of  surprises, come into our lives 
and let us welcome you in whatever 
guise you come. God ever faithful, show 
yourself  to us, full of  love and compas-
sion, slow to anger and abounding in 
mercy. In you we place our trust. Amen.  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By the oaks of  Mamre,               
Abraham welcomes the LORD
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READINGS 1 AND 3 

The thread, of  course, is hospitality, 
even if  here Martha resembles Abraham 
in his frantic busyness! In both cases, the 
significance of  the guest is missed, ini-
tially by Abraham and Sarah, and in the 
Gospel by Martha. 

THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 15 (14) reflects on our treatment 
of  our neighbour and so it is quite fitting 
as a response to Abraham’s hospitality.  

SUNDAY INTRODUCTIONS 

First reading 	 	 	  
Genesis 18:1-10 

God can be present to us in unexpected 
ways and especially through the people 
we meet, as we hear in this encouraging 
reading. The hospitality of  Abraham is 
often depicted on icons.  

Second reading 	 	        
Colossians 1:24-28 

As Christians, we believe God has spo-
ken to us and disclosed himself  in Jesus 
Christ. Who is he? He is our hope, our 
wisdom, our life.     

Gospel 		 	                     
Luke 10:38-42  

Balancing different aspects of  life can be 
tricky for all of  us and sometimes we 
miss what is truly essential. If  you’ve 
ever felt this way, then this Gospel may 
speak to you.  

WEEKDAY INTRODUCTIONS 

Monday 22 July 
St Mary Magdalen 

Although the devotional and liturgical 
traditions conflate Mary Magdalen, the 
sister of  Lazarus and the woman who 
was a sinner, these are three separate 
individuals and are not to be confused. 
Mary of  Magdala is key witness to the 
resurrection of  Jesus.  

Song of  Songs 3:1-4 
The Song of  Songs unfolds as a series of  
love poems, serious and playful. These 
include what we may call quest stories or 

reflections on seeking the beloved. Our 
reading, beautiful in itself, makes for a 
great introduction to today’s Gospel.  

John 20:1-2, 11-18 
The Fourth Gospel has many “quest” 
stories, none more powerful than the 
quest of  Mary Magdalen for the risen 
Lord. The words used mark a significant 
shift in this Gospel. The opening ques-
tion of  Jesus in this Gospel—“What are 
you looking for?”  (John 1:38)—becomes 
“Whom are you looking for?” (John 
20:15) We proclaim a person and not 
simply a doctrine.  

Tuesday 23 July  
St Brigid of  Sweden 

Galatians 2:19-20 
The reading is chosen for feast of  St 
Brigid, who had mystical experiences. A 
more accurate translation of  the reading 
would be as follows: For through the law I died 
to the law so that I may live to God. I have been 
crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, 
but Christ lives in me. So the life I now live in the 
body, I live because of  the faithfulness of  the Son of  
God, who loved me and gave himself  for me. (Gal 
2:19–20) 

John 15:1-8 
The discourse of  the vine invites us all to 
recognised ourselves as the branches, all 
recipients of  the grace of  Christ.  

Wednesday 24 July 
St Declan, bishop 

Exodus 16:1-5, 9-15 
This story of  the feeding in the desert 
was in the mind of  the Gospel writers 
when they described the multiplication 
of  the loaves. In particular, John 6 re-
flects on “bread from heaven.” 

Matthew 13:1-9 
As we listen to the familiar parable of  
the sower, it might help listen just to this 
parable and set aside the later reading. 
What’s it saying? What does it say to 
me?   

Thursday 25 July 
St James, apostle 

2 Corinthians 4:7-15 
The reading is special for the feast. The 
Corinthians blew cold and hot when it 
came to St Paul. Once more, in this 

reading he defends himself, and reveals 
something of  the inner motivation, the 
inner person, his sense of  apostleship. 

Matthew 20:20-28 
Again especially chosen for the feast, this 
reading tells a familiar and instructive 
tale with one interesting 
difference. In Mark, it is 
James and John who 
make the blunder. In 
Matthew, to spare the 
blushes of  the emerging 
leadership, this “role” is 
assigned to their mother! In any case, 
the message is untouched: leadership in 
the faith community is costly service, 
modelled on Jesus’ own service. 

Friday 26 July 
Sts Joachim and Anne, parents of  the BVM 

Exodus 20:1-17 
Sometimes people lament that we don’t 
hear the Ten Commandments any more 
but of  course “they haven’t gone away”!! 
Framed sometimes in the form of  prohi-
bitions, thus negative commands, it may 
help to think of  them as, in reality, sign-
posts for freedom. They are rooted in 
common human experience and while 
the cultural frame has indeed changed, 
human nature remains the same. 

Matthew 13:18-23 
As you hear the parable, try to listen 
without the “explanation” and see what 
it says to you. The first level of  meaning 
is really the abundance and sheer “un-
stoppability” of  the kingdom.   

Saturday 27 July  
St Martha 

Exodus 24:3-8 
At Mass, we hear the words “the blood 
of  the covenant.” Today’s reading gives 
us a chance see something of  the back-
ground. God’s relationship with his cho-
sen people is celebrated with a covenant 
ritual. The blood symbolises shared life.    

Luke 10:38-42 
The reading is specially chosen for the 
feast —  a story  unique to Luke’s 
Gospel. Luke offers great teaching on 
prayer and on hospitality. Both come 
into play here: the true welcome of  
Mary— attention—is true prayer also. 
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THE LITURGY 
Genesis 18:1-10; Psalm 15 [14]; Colossians 1:24-28; Luke 10:38-42 

http://www.tarsus.ie

	Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be taken away from her
	Initial observations
	Kind of writing
	Old Testament background
	New Testament foreground
	St Paul
	Brief commentary
	Pointers for prayer
	Prayer

	The mystery that has been kept hidden from ages and generations, but has now been revealed to his saints
	Initial observations
	Kind of writing
	Context in the community
	Related passages
	Brief commentary
	Pointers for prayer
	Prayer

	By the oaks of Mamre,               Abraham welcomes the Lord
	Initial observations
	Kind of writing
	Origin of the reading
	Old Testament background
	Brief commentary
	Pointers for prayer
	Prayer
	Readings 1 and 3
	The responsorial Psalm
	Sunday introductions
	Weekday introductions


