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Matt 25:14   “For it is as if  a man, going 
on a journey, summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them;  15 to 
one he gave five talents, to another two, 
to another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away.  16 The one 
who had received the five talents went 
off  at once and traded with them, and 
made five more talents.  17 In the same 
way, the one who had the two talents 
made two more talents.  18 But the one 
who had received the one talent went off  
and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master’s money.  19 After a long time the 
master of  those slaves came and settled 
accounts with them.  20 Then the one 
who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five more talents, say-
ing, ‘Master, you handed over to me five 
talents; see, I have made five more tal-
ents.’  21 His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and trustworthy slave; you 
have been trustworthy in a few things, I 
will put you in charge of  many things; 
enter into the joy of  your master.’  22 
And the one with the two talents also 
came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
handed over to me two talents; see, I 
have made two more talents.’  23 His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trust-
worthy in a few things, I will put you in 
charge of  many things; enter into the joy 
of  your master.’  24 Then the one who 
had received the one talent also came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you 
were a harsh man, reaping where you 
did not sow, and gathering where you 
did not scatter seed;  25 so I was afraid, 
and I went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Here you have what is yours.’  
26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked 
and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I 
reap where I did not sow, and gather 
where I did not scatter?  27 Then you 
ought to have invested my money with 
the bankers, and on my return I would 
have received what was my own with 
interest.  28 So take the talent from him, 
and give it to the one with the ten tal-
ents.  29 For to all those who have, more 
will be given, and they will have an 
abundance; but from those who have 

nothing, even what they have will be 
taken away.  30 As for this worthless 
slave, throw him into the outer darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnash-
ing of  teeth.’   

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS 

The inspiration is in Mark:  
It is like a man going on a journey, when he 
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each 
with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to 
be on the watch. (Mark 13:34) 

There is also a version in Luke, with a 
different atmosphere and an even more 
alarming conclusion, very striking in this 
Gospel. Cf  Lk 19:24-27. 

He said to the bystanders, ‘Take the pound from 
him and give it to the one who has ten 
pounds.’ (And they said to him, ‘Lord, he has 
ten pounds!’) ‘I tell you, to all those who have, 
more will be given; but from those who have 
nothing, even what they have will be taken 
away. But as for these enemies of  mine who did 
not want me to be king over them—bring them 
here and slaughter them in my presence.’ (Luke 
19:24-27) 

How much was a talent worth? In the 
Old Testament, a talent was a measure 
of  weight approximating 75 pounds 
weight / 34 kilos. In the New Testament, 
a talent was a monetary unit roughly 
equal to 6,000 drachmas, greater than 
sixteen years’ wages for a labourer. In 
other words, even one talent was mucho! 

OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND 

In the Wisdom books of  the Bible, mak-
ing use of  your abilities is stressed, as we 
can see from today’s first reading. It may 

well be that the “woman” in question 
stands for Lady Wisdom who “comple-
ments” each human being.  

KIND OF WRITING 

In Matt. 24:3–26:1a we have the last 
discourse of  the Gospel. Its end is sig-
nalled by the typical refrain in 26:1a 
(“when Jesus had finished all these say-
ings”).  

There are several kinds of  parables in 
the NT: “original” parables which are 
often disorienting and later more didac-
tic or incipiently allegorical parables. 
Our text belongs to this second category, 
which is more “teaching” and in general 
the meaning is plain. It is good to bear 
in mind that a single parable will never 
give us all we need to keep in mind, but 
only one or two aspects. Thus certain 
questions such as the harshness of  the 
boss are, perhaps, not relevant, because 
the bottom line here is that there are 
some things which only each of  us can 
do for him or herself !!  

NEW TESTAMENT FOREGROUND 

(i) First, studies of  Q (the earliest layer of  
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BIBLICAL RESOURCES 
Prov 31:10-13, 19-20; Ps 128 (127); 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6; Mt 25:14-30

Thought for the day 

What does God desire of  us? This 
simple question is perhaps not asked 
frequently enough! It can be made 
quite personal: what does God want 
of  me, from me? In the end, the an-
swer has to be—in the words of  the 
song—“all that I am,” precisely be-
cause God loves all that I am. This 
will mean allowing ourselves to be 
loved. It will also mean responding 
with my whole self, including all the 
gifts of  body, mind and soul that God 
has bestowed upon me. In the end, 
God does hope that we may be and 
become our true selves. Nothing less is 
adequate to God’s own love of  us.  

Prayer 

We are truly grateful to you, God our 
creator and redeemer, for your many 
gifts. We ask you help that we may use 
all you have given us for your glory 
and for the good of  our neighbour. 

The Parable of  the Talents
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the Synoptic tradition) have shown that 
it is dominated by wisdom forms of  
speech: beatitudes, parables, proverbs/
aphorisms, and nature sayings. Second, 
there has been intensive research on the 
forms themselves (especially parables 
and aphorisms) and their particular 
function in the message of  Jesus.  

At its heart is an alternative image of  
reality, an alternative path, and an alter-
native paradigm for behaviour.  

(ii) This parable is found in a parable 
section in Matthew which deals with the 
end of  time. The context is a complex of  
themes, so the setting matters in 
Matthew. 

(iii) The Q version (using the conven-
tional Lucan numbering) may have 
looked like the version below, revealing 
Matthew’s editing. Matthew reads the 
story as an allegory of  the Second Com-
ing, providing a reflection on the nature 
of  Christian waiting until the Lord 
comes again. In the Q version the mas-
ter gives instructions but in Matthew he 
doesn’t. Cf. Matthew 18:23-35, 24:45-51 
and 25:31-46.  

12 A certain person, on taking a trip, 13 
called ten of  his slaves and gave them 
ten minas and said to them: Do business 
until I come. 15 After a long time the 
master of  those slaves comes and settles 
accounts with them. 16 And the first 
came saying: Master, your mina has 
produced ten more minas. 17 And he 
said to him: Well done, good slave, you 
have been faithful over a pittance, I will 
set you over much. 18 And the second 
came saying: Master, your mina has 
earned five minas. 19 He said to him: 
Well done, good slave, you have been 
faithful over a pittance, I will set you 
over much. 20 And the other came say-
ing: Master, 21 I knew you, that you are 
a hard person, reaping where you did 
not sow and gathering up from where 
you did not winnow; and, scared, I went 
and hid your mina in the ground. Here, 
you have what belongs to you. 22 He 
said to him; Wicked slave! You knew that 
I reap where I have not sown, and gath-
er up from where I have not winnowed? 
23 Then you had to invest my money 
with the money changers! And at my 
coming I would have received what be-
longs to me plus interest. 24 So take 
from him the mina and give it to the one 
who has the ten minas. 26 For to every-
one who has will be given; but from the 
one who does not have, even what he 
has will be taken from him. 

The message at this level may simply 
have been the love takes risks.  

ST PAUL 

And do this because we know the time, 
that it is already the hour for us to awake 
from sleep, for our salvation is now 
nearer than when we became believers. 
The night has advanced toward dawn; 
the day is near. So then we must lay 
aside the works of  darkness, and put on 
the weapons of  light.  (Rom 13:11–12) 

BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Verse 14 Temporary absence of  the 
landowner was not untypical. Likewise 
entrusting your property to your servants 
was usual. Servants/slaves in this society 
could range from abject servitude to 
position of  real responsibility and au-
thority.  

Verse 15 A talent is an unusually large 
some of  money—about sixteen years 
wages or 6,000 drachmas. It was never 
minted as a coin. The man is shrewd 
and he distributes his gifts according to 
the perceived ability of  his servants. His 
assessments turn out to be accurate. 

Verses 16-17 The first principle of  
business was to increase the wealth of  
the master. Such trading involves risk 
taking (not unlike the faith project itself).  

Verse 18 This person takes no risks. In 
antiquity, burial was considered the 
safest way to protect your money, as can 
be seen from the finds of  such treasure 
which turn up from time to time.  

Verse 19 The long delay has an allegor-
ical meaning, pointing to the delayed 
second coming of  Christ.  

Verses 20-23 Good and faithful are not 
simply complimentary; they mean rather 
that the servants have engaged fully and 
creatively in the (gospel) project. Cf. Jesus 
said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal 
of  all things, when the Son of  Man is seated on 
the throne of  his glory, you who have followed 
me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of  Israel. (Matt 19:28) Enter-
ing in to the end time joy of  the mas-
ter—an addition—suggests paradise in 
Matthew’s reading.  

Verses 24-25 Even though the master 
is not defrauded, the time has been 
wasted and the entrusted task has failed.   

Verses 26-27 Unreserved condemna-
tion for failure to take even the minimal, 
obvious initiative.  

Verse 28 Judgement is immediate and 
disturbingly unjust.  

Verse 29 A paradoxical teaching at the 

service of  the main message. This con-
cluding saying is probably secondary to 
the original parable, because it is found 
elsewhere. Cf. the earlier: For to those who 
have, more will be given, and they will have an 
abundance; but from those who have nothing, 
even what they have will be taken away. (Matt 
13:12) 

Verse 30 “Outer darkness” and “grind-
ing of  teeth” are typical expressions of  
Matthew, so we hear his voice very much 
in the conclusion.   

POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

1. A gift given in love, is given to be en-
joyed, treasured, and used. Through 
fear, one servant failed to recognise the 
loving trust being shown to him and 
buried the talent. When have you found 
that overcoming fear helped you to make 
the most of  opportunities in life? 

2. On the level of  our own personal life, 
faith is not given to us to be locked away, 
but to be “traded” with. We trade with it 
when we believe in its value, trust it, and 
use it, bringing it into the experiences we 
have in daily life. Can you recall times 
when relying on your faith has brought 
you rewards? 

3. Likewise with our own personal gifts 
and talents. We can fall into the trap of  
seeing these as our personal possession 
so that we can do with them as we like, 
rather than share them as gifts so that 
they can be multiplied. What is your 
experience of  hoarding or sharing your 
own gifts? When did you feel most alive? 

Pope Francis in his letter The Joy of  the 
Gospel wrote, “I invite everyone to be 
bold and creative in this task of  rethink-
ing the goals, structures, style and meth-
ods of  evangelisation in their respective 
communities. … The important thing is 
to not walk alone, but to rely on each 
other as brothers and sisters.” EG (33) 
How is your parish responding to this 
call? 

PRAYER 

O God, from whose own abundance, all 
gifts and skills are lavishly bestowed, 
encourage us to use our talents as gener-
ously as you have allotted them, so that, 
being faithful to your purpose, we may 
become sharers in your glory.  

We ask this through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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1 Thess 5:1    Now on the topic of  times 
and seasons, brothers and sisters, you 
have no need for anything to be written 
to you. 2 For you know quite well that 
the day of  the Lord will come in the 
same way as a thief  in the night. 3 Now 
when they are saying, “There is peace 
and security,” then sudden destruction 
comes on them, like labor pains on a 
pregnant woman, and they will surely 
not escape. 4 But you, brothers and sis-
ters, are not in the darkness for the day 
to overtake you like a thief  would. 5 For 
you all are sons of  the light and sons of  
the day. We are not of  the night nor of  
the darkness. 6 So then we must not 
sleep as the rest, but must stay alert and 
sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night and 
those who get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But 
since we are of  the day, we must stay sober by 
putting on the breastplate of  faith and love and 
as a helmet our hope for salvation. 9 For God 
did not destine us for wrath but for gaining 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He 
died for us so that whether we are alert or asleep 
we will come to life together with him. 11 
Therefore encourage one another and build up 
each other, just as you are in fact doing.   

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS 

This is our final reading from 1 Thessa-
lonians and, given the time of  year, it 
takes us appropriately to the end of  
time.    

CONTEXT IN THE COMMUNITY 

The believers in Thessalonica asked Paul 
two questions about the end. The first 
involved the status those already dead at 
the time of  the Parousia. The second 
follows on it: when will that be? It is a 
good question—already answered by 
Jesus in the words, “But about that day or 
hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father.” (Mark 
13:32) If  Jesus himself  did not know…   

KIND OF WRITING 

(i) Paul was a Pharisaic Jew, with an 
apocalyptic worldview. He understood 
his encounter with Christ in terms of  
apocalyptic (see Gal 1:15-17) and after 
that encounter he remained a Christ-
believing apocalyptic Jew. The resurrec-
tion of  Jesus was, for him, an apocalyp-
tic event and likewise the end of  time, 
the fulfilment of  the resurrection, will be 
such an event as well.  

(ii) This paragraph (as does 4:13-18) falls 
into a simple rhetorical format.  

v. 1 	 Introduction or exordium 
v. 2 	 Thesis or propositio 
vv. 3-10	 Proofs or probationes 
v.  l8 	 Conclusion or peroratio   

RELATED PASSAGES 

Jesus said, “But about that day or hour 
no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know 
when the time will come. It is like a man 
going on a journey, when he leaves home 
and puts his slaves in charge, each with 
his work, and commands the doorkeeper 
to be on the watch. Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the 
master of  the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, 
or at dawn, or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly. And 
what I say to you I say to all: Keep 
awake.” (Mark 13:32–37) 

BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Verse 1 The new topic is introduced. 
“You have no need” is Paul’s equivalent 
of  “needless to mention” and then peo-
ple go on and mention. 

Verse 2 The metaphor goes back to 
Jesus himself: “But know this: if  the 
owner of  the house had known at what 
hour the thief  was coming, he would not 
h ave l e t h i s h o u s e b e b ro k e n 
into.”  (Luke 12:39 = Mt 24:43) It is 
twice personalised in the book of  Reve-
lation: “See, I am coming like a thief ! Blessed 
is the one who stays awake and is clothed, not 
going about naked and exposed to shame.” (Rev 
16:15; cf. 3:3). The first key metaphor is 
therefore domestic. It teaches that the 
coming is unpredictable. 

Verse 3 The second step combines poli-
tics with childbirth. Augustus really did 
bring peace and an end to war. The 
Julio-Claudian dynasty (Augustus, Tiberius, 
Caligula, Claudius, and Nero) made use of  
this as propaganda for their government. 
In typical imperial fashion, they reas-
sured so as to quell opposition. Paul says 
even the apparent security of  the state is 
not for ever. It too will come to an un-
pred i c tab l e end . Pau l sw i t che s 
metaphors and talks of  labour pains. 
This was a traditional image to capture 
the struggle of  the end times in a 

framework of  hope. Just as labour lead 
to a birth, the struggle of  the end will 
lead to the new creation. Labour is 
Paul’s second metaphor, this time sug-
gesting inevitability. It naturally gives raise 
to a question: if  the end of  both unpre-
dictable and inevitable, what should we 
do now? Paul gives a varied reply.  

Verses 4-5 Thieves come a night, but 
the believers live in the daylight of  
Christ. This is no time for sleep but for 
watchfulness.  

Verses 6-7 A further contrast is set up 
between two kinds of  behaviour: drunk-
enness and sleep v. sobriety and wake-
fulness.  

Verse 8 Only now does Paul directly 
answer the question what must we do? 
Given the unpredictability and in-
evitability of  the end, believers need 
armour, specifically a breastplate and a 
helmet. We’ve moved from theft through 
childbirth to the army! Specifically, we 
need to faith, love and hope, in that or-
der.  This order was already anticipated 
in v. 3: your work of  faith and labour of  love 
and endurance of  hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ (1 Thess 1:3) It matches the se-
quence of  the letter itself: faith (2:1-3:13) 
love (4:1-12) and hope (4:13-5:11).  

Verse 9 Wrath here means the upheaval 
of  the end rather than (God’s) anger.  

Verse 10 Paul looks back over both 
4:13-18 and 5:1-11.  

Verse 11 This expands slightly the simi-
lar conclusion in 4:13. It is typical of  
Paul to affirm their goodness (the “in-
dicative”) while encouraging further and 
deeper engagement (the “imperative”).   

POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

1. Time—essential, fleeting, deeply hu-
man—is a mysterious business. Have 
you framed your own attitude to time 
and its use? 

2. It is possible to sleep walk through life
—favoured a bit by the culture of  dis-
traction. Have you had your “wake up” 
call?  

3. Paul names again his favourite trait of  
faith, love and hope. Reflect on your 
experience of  each and then read 1 
Corinthians 13.  

PRAYER 

Saving God, you have destined us for 
salvation in your Son, Jesus Christ. Help 
us to embrace fully the grace of  salva-
tion and enjoy life in abundance. Amen.  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So then we must not sleep as the rest, 
but must stay alert and sober
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INITIAL OBSERVATIONS 

This remarkable poem brings the book 
of  Proverbs to a resounding conclusion, 
echoing chapters 1-9. No doubt the 
reading will evoke differing reactions, 
but for its time and place, it is forward 
looking.  

ORIGIN OF THE READING 
The book of  Proverbs, as it now stands, 
is a collection of  collections, reflecting 
different periods and different social 
contexts, including the wider Middle 
East. Our poem has the feeling of  devel-
oped tractate wisdom and it is some dis-
tance from the pithy expressions of  pop-
ular wisdom. 

KIND OF WRITING 
This is a poem, which takes us through 
the outstanding features of  this very 
capable woman. She is active in several 
areas of  business; she never rests, not 
even at home; and all along she is not 
only well-dressed but in herself  wise 
when she speaks. The parallelism of  
Hebrew poetry is present, but not in any 
slavish way.  

Technically, this is an acrostic poem, that 
is each verse begins with the next letter 
of  the Hebrew alphabet. For an attempt 
replicate an acrostic layout in transla-
tion, see Psalm 25 in the New Jerusalem 
Bible.  

RELATED READINGS 
Job 28; Proverbs 1, 8 and 9; Baruch 3:9-
4:4; Sir 24; Wis 7:7-9:18. 

BRIEF COMMENTARY 

Verse 10 The question is ambiguous. Is 
she impossible or merely difficult to find? 
Neither, according to Proverbs! It is by 
the grace of  God. The contrast with 
precious stones is a commonplace (see 
Job 28, for example).  

Verses 11-12 The husband does get a 
look-in but always as a beneficiary. He 
has a walk-on part at the end to praise 
this marvellous woman.  

Verse 13 She is not only a business 
woman but a worker in her own right. 
The mention of  wool and flax serve to 
anticipate how she looks after her 
household.  

Verses 19-20 The two verses belong 
together, not only because of  the word 
“hands” throughout, but also because 
the layout is chiastic, that is ABB*A*. 
Successful home industry creates dispos-
able income, allowing for generosity to 
the poor.  

Verse 30 In biblical idiom, the contrast 
is not so much either/or but both/and with 
a real emphasis on qualities over ap-
pearances. This verse provides a didactic 
observation, in case we should miss it.  

Verse 31 This is a further comment 
from an observer. It takes up setting of  
the gates from v. 29 and reminds us the 
the public esteem for this woman.  

POINTERS FOR PRAYER 

1. Who are the people of  energy and 
experience whom I admire? 

2. There is indeed a hunger in the heart 
for wisdom, for that sense of  direction 
from God, which we all need if  we wish 
to use our talents well.  

3. Success brings other responsibilities, 
such as taking care of  the less fortunate.  

PRAYER 

Serene Light, shining in the ground of  
my being, draw me to Yourself ! Draw 
me past the snares of  the senses, out of  
the mazes of  the mind, Free me from 
symbols, from words, that I may discover 
the Signified, the Word Unspoken, in the 
darkness that veils the ground of  my 
being.  

(A prayer by F.C. Happold)  
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Dame Wisdom at work 
Prov 31:10    A capable wife who can find? 
	 	 She is far more precious than jewels.  
11 	 The heart of  her husband trusts in her, 
	 	 and he will have no lack of  gain.  
12 	 She does him good, and not harm, 
	 	 all the days of  her life.  
13 	 She seeks wool and flax, 
	 	 and works with willing hands.  
14 	 She is like the ships of  the merchant, 
	 	 she brings her food from far away.  
15 	 She rises while it is still night 
	 	 and provides food for her household 
	 	 and tasks for her servant girls.  
16 	 She considers a field and buys it; 
	 	 with the fruit of  her hands she plants a vineyard.  
17 	 She girds herself  with strength, 
	 	 and makes her arms strong.  
18 	 She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. 
	 	 Her lamp does not go out at night.  
19 	 She puts her hands to the distaff, 
	 	 and her hands hold the spindle.  
20 	 She opens her hand to the poor, 
	 	 and reaches out her hands to the needy.  
21 	 She is not afraid for her household when it snows, 
	 	 for all her household are clothed in crimson.  
22 	 She makes herself  coverings; 
	 	 her clothing is fine linen and purple.  
23 	 Her husband is known in the city gates, 
	 	 taking his seat among the elders of  the land.  
24 	 She makes linen garments and sells them; 
	 	 she supplies the merchant with sashes.  
25 	 Strength and dignity are her clothing, 
	 	 and she laughs at the time to come.  
26 	 She opens her mouth with wisdom, 
	 	 and the teaching of  kindness is on her tongue.  
27 	 She looks well to the ways of  her household, 
	 	 and does not eat the bread of  idleness.  
28 	 Her children rise up and call her happy; 
	 	 her husband too, and he praises her:  
29 	 “Many women have done excellently, 
	 	 but you surpass them all.”  
30 	 Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, 
	 	 but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.  
31 	 Give her a share in the fruit of  her hands, 
	 	 and let her works praise her in the city gates. 
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READINGS 1 AND 3 

There is no question but this woman is 
using her talents. The list of  her activi-
ties is both exhaustive and exhausting! 

THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 128 (127) takes up the picture of  
family life implied in the reading from 
Proverbs but it generalises the teaching: 
O blessed are those who fear the Lord. 

SUNDAY INTRODUCTIONS 

First reading 	 	 	    
Prov 31:10-13, 19-20 

You may find this picture of  a woman 
liberating or irritating! There is no doubt 
that she is making use of  her time and 
talents.   

Second reading 	 	        
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 

Early Christians did wonder when the 
end would be. Paul doesn’t know when 
but he does know how to live in prepara-
tion. No sleepwalking through life! 

Gospel 		 	                   
Mt 25:14-20  

A talent was a measure of  weight and 
then a coin. Our word “talent” helps us 
to enter into the parable. 

WEEKDAY INTRODUCTIONS 

Monday 20 November  

1 Maccabees 1:10-15,41-43,54-57,62-6 
In the middle of  the second century BC, 
a Syrian king, Antiochus IV, initiated a 
terrible persecution against the Jews and 
tried to obliterate their Temple and their 
religion. In Jewish tradition, he is re-
member till today as הרשע  harasha, the 
wicked one. From this reading you can 
see why.   

Luke 18:35-43 
Stories like this one are meant to be read 
at two levels. Jesus did indeed heal peo-
ple; yet, the story is retold to help us to 
acknowledge our own need of  light, 
faith and salvation.      

Tuesday 21 November 
Presentation of  the Blessed Virgin Mary  

2 Maccabees 6:18-31 
The story of  the persecution is illustrat-
ed in this fascinating vignette. The temp-
tation to pretend is subtle, but the old 
man is not taken in.   

Luke 19:1-10 
This story—unique to Luke—is one of  
the stories most beloved of  children, 
perhaps so account of  the stature of  
Zacchaeus. The word “today” brings us 
into our own present moment.   

Wednesday 22 November 
St Cecilia, virgin and martyr 

2 Maccabees 7:1, 20-31 
The stories of  martyrs always fascinate 
and challenge us. But there is even more 
to this one than a noble of  witness and 
fidelity. In this chapter 7, we begin to see 
the traces of  faith in the resurrection 
and life after death. It wasn’t speculation 
that brought them to believe in life after 
death. Instead, it was a deep desire to 
believe in a faithful God, who would be 
faithful beyond death to those who were 
faithful to him to the point of  death.   

Luke 19:11-28 
The image of  the gentle Luke is some-
what dislodged by this challenging para-
ble and even more by its conclusion. 

Perhaps originally, there were two sepa-
rate stories, joined together here for 
greater impact. At the time of  writing, 
those who refused the king would be 
understood to be Jesus’ contemporaries.      

Thursday 23 November 
St Columbanus, abbot and missionary 

1 Maccabees 2:15-2 
Under pressure of  vicious persecution, 
the Jews eventually rebelled. We see the 
start of  the Maccabean (the word means 
hammer) revolt in this story. There were 
many battles and, as is the way, the sta-
bility of  the victory was assured by the 
chance death of  Antiochus IV. 

Luke 19:41-44 
A church on the Mount of  Olives com-
memorates this vignette—no doubt his-
torical. The actually happened later to 
Jerusalem is read back, with the 20:20 
vision of  hindsight.  

Friday 24 November 
Sts Andrew Dũng-Lạc, Companions, martyrs 

1 Maccabees 4:36-37,52-59 
The story moves quickly to the restora-
tion of  the Temple. This rededication is 
still marked today with the eight-day 
festival of  Hanukkah.   

Luke 19:45-48 
The Temple action—a very disturbing 
challenge at the time—is very briefly 
recounted here. Luke’s kindly attitude to 
the Temple accounts for the brevity and 
even the lightness of  the reference.   

Saturday 21 November  
St Catherine of  Alexandria, virgin and martyr 

1 Maccabees 6:1-13 
The last days of  Antiochus IV are told 
with grim satisfaction. It is unlikely he 
made the conversion placed on his lips 
here, but it does tell us how the Jews 
understood his sudden death!   

Luke 20:27-40 
Jesus was an apocalyptic Jew, who be-
lieved along with the Pharisees in the 
resurrection of  the dead. The Sadducees 
were more committed traditionalists and 
rejected the relatively new teaching 
about life after death.  
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THE LITURGY 
Prov 31:10-13, 19-20; Ps 128 (127); 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6; Mt 25:14-30
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