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Romans – an overview

· How did you find reading the letter?

· The longest letter: sixteen dense chapters

· Written to a church he had not founded (15:20)

· Paul planned to stop in Rome on his way to Spain (15:23-24, 28-29)

· Written before he brought collection to Jerusalem (15:25-27)

· The Roman church was in deep conflict

Why did Paul write it?

· Rome at the time: 1,000,000 inhabitants

· Approximately 50,000 Jews in Rome

· They gathered mostly in house synagogues

· Synagogue at Ostia Antica (port)

· Jewish traders brought the Gospel to Rome to fellows Jews

· At the start, Christians were both Jews and some Gentiles.

· At a certain point, the Jewish Christians were expelled (not all Jews). 

· The gentiles developed a law-free style of Christianity.

· On the return of the Jewish Christians, the community was in conflict.

· The conflict mattered to Paul

· His Gospel was the inclusion of all in God’s new covenant in Jesus (his conversion)

· The cross set aside the ritual Law (circumcision, kosher laws and Sabbath observance)

· Any restoration of the Law undermined his understanding of Jesus’ death and resurrection

· Rome was the capital

Since the Jews constantly made disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus, he[Claudius 42-54] expelled them from Rome. 

Suetonius: Lives (Claudius 25.4)

His expulsion of “Jews” from Rome is apparently confirmed by Acts 18:2, where we read: There he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome.
 The Burning of Rome

But all human efforts, all the lavish gifts of the emperor, and the propitiations of the gods did not banish the sinister belief that the conflagration was the result of an order. Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace. 

Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from every part of the world find their centre and become popular. 
Tacitus, Annals 15.44

Romans as a Letter

Letter opening 

1:1-7

Thanksgiving 


1:8-17

Body of the Letter

1:19-15:33

Letter conclusion

16:1-27

Letter Opening

Rom. 1:1   Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,  2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures,  3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,  5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name,  6 including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7   To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Thanksgiving

Rom. 1:8   First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed throughout the world.  9 For God, whom I serve with my spirit by announcing the gospel of his Son, is my witness that without ceasing I remember you always in my prayers,  10 asking that by God’s will I may somehow at last succeed in coming to you.  11 For I am longing to see you so that I may share with you some spiritual gift to strengthen you—  12 or rather so that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.  13 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as I have among the rest of the Gentiles.  14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish 15 —hence my eagerness to proclaim the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 

Thesis

Rom. 1:16   For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, “The one who is righteous will live by faith.” 

Romans as a Speech

Introduction 
Gospel and faith



1:8-17

(Thesis

Faith, righteousness, Jews, Gentiles

1:16-17)

Proof 1

No difference in need



1:18-4:35

Proof 2

No difference in grace



5-8

Proof 3

Jews and Gentiles in God’s plan

9-11

Proof 4

Living tolerantly



12:1-15:6

Conclusion
Summary, appeal, travel plans

15:7-33 

Letter and Speech

VERSE

TERM


TOPIC

1:1-7


Opening

Greetings

1:8-17


Introduction

Reasons for coming to Rome

1:16-17

Thesis


Justification, Faith, Jews, Gentiles, live 

1:18-4:35

Proof 1


Sin (all) and faith (everyone)

5-8


Proof 2


Salvation for all through Christ

9-11


Proof 3


God’s election of both Jews and Gentiles 

12-15:6

Proof 4


Life together in the community 

15:7-33

Conclusion

Reasons for coming to Rome

16


Conclusion

Greetings

Proof 1

· SECTION 1: Idolatry and immorality (1:18-32)

· SECTION 2: Judging others / God shows no partiality (2:1-29)

· SECTION 3: Is there any advantage in being a Jew? (3:1-20)

· SECTION 4: Faith (3:21-4:25)

Rom. 3:21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God (which is attested by the law and the prophets) has been disclosed– 22 namely, the righteousness of God through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 24 But they are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 25 God publicly displayed him at his death as the mercy seat accessible through faith. This was to demonstrate his righteousness, because God in his forbearance had passed over the sins previously committed. 26 This was also to demonstrate his righteousness in the present time, so that he would be just and the justifier of the one who lives because of Jesus’ faithfulness.

Proof 2

· SECTION 1: Salvation and faith (5)

· SECTION 2: Being in Christ (6)

· SECTION 3: Moral dilemmas (7)

· SECTION 4: Abba Father, Holy Spirit, hope in Christ (8) 

Rom. 8:18   For I consider that our present sufferings cannot even be compared to the glory that will be revealed to us. 19 For the creation eagerly waits for the revelation of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility—not willingly but because of God who subjected it—in hope 21 that the creation itself will also be set free from the bondage of decay into the glorious freedom of God’s children. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers together until now. 23 Not only this, but we ourselves also, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we eagerly await our adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, because who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with endurance.

Rom. 8:26   In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how we should pray, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with inexpressible groanings. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes on behalf of the saints according to God’s will. 28 And we know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose, 29 because those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that his Son would be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; and those he called, he also justified; and those he justified, he also glorified.  

Rom. 8:31   What then shall we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 Indeed, he who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, freely give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is the one who will condemn? Is it Christ, the one who died (and more than that, he was raised), who is at the right hand of God, and who also is interceding for us? 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will trouble, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we encounter death all day long; we were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we have complete victory through him who loved us! 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor heavenly rulers, nor things that are present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Proof 3

· Introduction 
9:1-5

Enigma

A Proof 
9:6-29

God is consistent

B Proof 
9:30-10:21
Torah v. Christ

A* Proof
11:1-32
God has a purpose

· Conclusion 
11:33-36
Mystery God’s will

Rom. 9:1    I am telling the truth in Christ (I am not lying!), for my conscience assures me in the Holy Spirit– 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed—cut off from Christ—for the sake of my people, my fellow countrymen, 4 who are Israelites. To them belong the adoption as sons, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the temple worship, and the promises. 5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from them, by human descent, came the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever! Amen. 

Rom. 11:13   Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Seeing that I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry,  14 if somehow I could provoke my people to jealousy and save some of them.  15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?  16 If the first portion of the dough offered is holy, then the whole batch is holy, and if the root is holy, so too are the branches.

Rom. 11:17   Now if some of the branches were broken off, and you, a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among them and participated in the richness of the olive root,  18 do not boast over the branches. But if you boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports you.  19 Then you will say, “The branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.”  20 Granted! They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but fear!  21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, perhaps he will not spare you.  22 Notice therefore the kindness and harshness of God—harshness toward those who have fallen, but God’s kindness toward you, provided you continue in his kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.  23 And even they—if they do not continue in their unbelief—will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.  24 For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these natural branches be grafted back into their own olive tree?

Rom. 11:28   In regard to the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but in regard to election they are dearly loved for the sake of the fathers. 29 For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were formerly disobedient to God, but have now received mercy due to their disobedience, 31 so they too have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32 For God has consigned all people to disobedience so that he may show mercy to them all.

Rom. 11:33   Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how fathomless his ways! 

34 
For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor? 35 
Or who has first given to God, that God needs to repay him? 

Rom. 11:36   For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever! Amen.

Proof 4

· SECTION 1: Christian life (12:1-2)

· SECTION 2: Living faith (12:3-13:14)

· SECTION 3: Inclusive living (14:1-15:6)

· Tolerance is the call of everyone (14:1-12)

· Especially the strong should be tolerant of the weak (14:13-23

· The example of Jesus, who was himself so tolerant (15:1-6)

Rom. 14:1   Now receive the one who is weak in the faith, and do not have disputes over differing opinions. 2 One person believes in eating everything, but the weak person eats only vegetables. 3 The one who eats everything must not despise the one who does not, and the one who abstains must not judge the one who eats everything, for God has accepted him. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on another’s servant? Before his own master he stands or falls.  And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

Rom. 14:5   One person regards one day holier than other days, and another regards them all alike. Each must be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 The one who observes the day does it for the Lord. The one who eats, eats for the Lord because he gives thanks to God, and the one who abstains from eating abstains for the Lord, and he gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives for himself and none dies for himself. 8 If we live, we live for the Lord; if we die, we die for the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For this reason Christ died and returned to life, so that he may be the Lord of both the dead and the living. 

Rom. 14:10   But you who eat vegetables only—why do you judge your brother or sister? And you who eat everything—why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee will bow to me, and every tongue will give praise to God.” 12 Therefore, each of us will give an account of himself to God.

Rom. 14:13   Therefore we must not pass judgment on one another, but rather determine never to place an obstacle or a trap before a brother or sister. 14 I know and am convinced in the Lord Jesus that there is nothing unclean in itself; still, it is unclean to the one who considers it unclean. 15 For if your brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do not destroy by your food someone for whom Christ died. 16 Therefore do not let what you consider good be spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of God does not consist of food and drink, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 For the one who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by people.

Rom. 14:19   So then, let us pursue what makes for peace and for building up one another. 20 Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. For although all things are clean, it is wrong to cause anyone to stumble by what you eat. 21 It is good not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything that causes your brother to stumble. 22 The faith you have, keep to yourself before God. Blessed is the one who does not judge himself by what he approves. 23 But the man who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not do so from faith, and whatever is not from faith is sin.

Rom. 15:1   But we who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak, and not just please ourselves.1 2 Let each of us please his neighbour for his good to build him up.  3 For even Christ did not please himself, but just as it is written, “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.” 4 For everything that was written in former times was written for our instruction, so that through endurance and through encouragement of the scriptures we may have hope.  5 Now may the God of endurance and comfort give you unity with one another3 in accordance with Christ Jesus,  6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Summary

Rom. 15:7   Receive one another, then, just as Christ also received you, to God’s glory. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of God’s truth to confirm the promises made to the fathers, 9 and thus the Gentiles glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Because of this I will confess you among the Gentiles, and I will sing praises to your name.”

	12-15 =

7  Receive one another, then, just as Christ also received you, to God’s glory. 


	9-11 = 

to confirm the promises made to the fathers,



	1-4 =

8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of God’s truth 
	5-8 = 

9 and thus the Gentiles glorify God for his mercy.




Romans in the readings

Sundays

Advent 4: Romans 16:25-27
Lent 2: Romans 8:31-34

Easter Vigil: Romans 6:3-11
Weekdays in 2017 (without the feasts)
	
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thur
	Fri
	Sat



	Oct 17-21
	1:1-7

	1:16-28
	2:1-11
	3:21-20
	4:1-8
	4:13, 16-18

	Oct 23-27

	4:20-25
	5:12,15,17-21
	6:12-18
	6:19-23
	7:18-25
	8:1-11

	Oct 30-Nov 4
	4:20-25
	8:18-25
	8:26-20
	8:31-39
	9:1-5
	11:1-2, 11-12, 25-29

	Nov 2-7
	11:29-36
	12:5-16
	13:8-10
	14:7-12
	15:14-21
	16:3-9, 16, 22-27


Does it matter today?

· Anniversary of the Reformation: deep teaching about faith

· Centrality of Christ

· Role of the Holy Spirit

· Divisions inside the church?

· Divisions with other churches?

· Relationship with the Jewish people







Thanks

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that had been kept secret for long ages, but now is disclosed, and through the prophetic scriptures has been made known to all the nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith– to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be glory forever! Amen.  

(Rom 16:25–27)
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