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EPHESUS

• Ephesus  was the capital of the 
Roman province of Asia. 

• The city prospered from its 
strategic location, banking, and 
commerce.  

• It was situated at the mouth of the 
Cayster River, near modern Selçuk, 
on the western coast of Turkey.  

• The known history of Ephesus 
begins in the 7th century BC.  

• Paul ministered in Ephesus for 
some three years (Acts 19:8–10; 
20:31) and wrote letters to Corinth 
from that city.  

• In contrast to Colossae, a great deal 
is known about the city.





















THE LETTER

• Traditionally:  

• The Letter of St Paul to the Ephesians. 

• Written by the apostle himself, late in his career. 

• Around the same time as Philemon and Colossians. 

• In the tradition, it was regarded as one of the imprisonment letters. 

• Oldest manuscript: 𝔓46 (AD 175-225). 



THE LETTER

• Eph 1:1     From Paul, an apostle of 
Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the 
saints [in Ephesus],1 the faithful in Christ 
Jesus. 2 Grace and peace to you from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! 

• The earliest and most important 
manuscripts omit “in Ephesus” (𝔓46 ℵ✱ B✱ 
6 etc.).  

• The Greek seems to require a place name: 
lit. “to the saints who are and faithful”  

• Marcion calls it Paul’s letter to the 
Laodiceans.  

• The writer seems not to know his audience 
personally (1:15; 3:2). 

• Absence of personal names throughout.  

• Probably not written to the church in 
Ephesus. 

• Was Ephesians was an encyclical letter, 
intended for more than one audience? 



THE LETTER

• Members of the church. 

• In the Pauline tradition.  

• Not all in the one congregation. 

• One “church” throughout the 
Pauline mission — the universal, 
cosmic church.  

• Gentiles. 

• No present or previous contact 
with the synagogue.  

• No particular crisis. 

• No specific heresy.  

• Warned against a variety of 
doctrines.  



ISSUES

• The author seems to be unknown to the recipients:  

• Eph 1:15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the 
Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints… 

• Eph 3:2 …if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God’s 
grace that was given to me for you, 3 that by revelation the mystery 
was made known to me, as I wrote before briefly. 4 When reading 
this, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of 
Christ.



ISSUES

• Colossians and Ephesians share the 
same features which set these two 
letters apart from the undisputed letters.  

• Very long sentences; chains of 
genitives; high verbal overlap; shared 
theological terms.  

• Furthermore, it looks as if Ephesians is 
based on Colossians because they share 
a common layout (as we shall see in a 
moment).  

• The two letters share not only 
vocabulary, but the blocks of material 
are often in the same order.   

• See for example: Colossians 1:24-29 
and Ephesians 3:1-13 

• Or: Colossians 4:7-18 and Ephesians 
6:21-23. 



A BRIEF OVERVIEW

Ephesians (2,423 words) 

1:1-23     Letter Introduction 

  2:1-3:21   Part I Universal Church 

  4:1-6:20   Part II Ethical Instructions 

6:21-23     Letter Conclusion



Ephesians (2,423 words) 

1:1-23     Letter Introduction 

  2:1-3:21   Part I Universal Church 

  4:1-6:20   Part II Ethical Instructions 

6:21-23     Letter Conclusion

Colossians (1,582 words) 

1:1-11     Letter Introduction 

  1:11-2:23   Part I Universal Christ 

  3:1-4:6    Part II Ethical Instructions 

4:7-19     Letter Conclusion
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1:1-23 Letter Introduction 

1:1-2   Greeting 

1:3-14  Blessing 

1:15-23  Thanksgiving

1:1-11 Letter Introduction 

1:1-2   Greeting 

1:3-11  Thanksgiving
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Letter Introduction 

Eph 1:1 From Paul, an apostle of Christ 
Jesus by the will of God,  

to the saints [in Ephesus], the faithful in 
Christ Jesus.  

2 Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Letter Introduction 

Col 1:1 From Paul, an apostle of Christ 
Jesus by the will of God,  

and Timothy our brother,  

2 to the saints, the faithful brothers and 
sisters in Christ, at Colossae.  

Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father!
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2:1-3:2 Part I  Theological Instruction:  
Universal Church 

2:1-22 Theological foundation 

2:1-10 Salvation 

2:11-22 Reconciliation 

3:1-13 The Apostolic Office and Mission 

3:14-21 Prayer: Intercession and Doxology

1:11-2:23 Part I Theological Instruction:  
Universal Christ 

1:12-23 Theological foundation 

 1:12-14 Redemption 

 1:15-20 The Christ Hymn 

 1:21-23 Reconciliation 

 1:24-2:5 The Apostolic Office and Mission 

 2:6-23 The “Colossian Heresy”
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4:1:-6:20: Part II Ethical Instructions 

4:1-16 The Basis: Called into One Church 

4:17-5:20 The Old Life and the New 

5:21-6:9 The Christian Household, Christ and the 
Church 

6:10-17 Armed Conflict with the Powers 

6:18-20 Prayer

3:1-4:6: Part II Ethical Instructions 

3:1-4 The Basis: Risen with Him 

3:5-17 The Old Life and the New 

3:18-4:1 Life in the Orderly Christian Household 

4:2-6 Prayer and Conduct
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6:21-23 Letter Conclusion 

6:21-22 Concerning the Apostle 

6:23 Farewell

4:7-19 Letter Conclusion 

4:7-9 Concerning the Apostle 

4:10-17 Greetings 

4:18 Farewell
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Letter Conclusion 

Eph 6:21 Tychicus, my dear brother and faithful servant in 
the Lord, will make everything known to you, so that you 
too may know about my circumstances, how I am doing. 22 
I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may 
know our circumstances and that he may encourage your 
hearts. 

Eph 6:23 Peace to the brothers and sisters, and love with 
faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Letter Conclusion 

Col 4:7 Tychicus, a dear brother, faithful minister, and 
fellow slave in the Lord, will tell you all the news about 
me. 8 I sent him to you for this very purpose, that you 
may know how we are doing and that he may encourage 
your hearts.  

9 I sent him with Onesimus, the faithful and dear brother, 
who is one of you. They will tell you about everything 
here. 

Col 4:18 I, Paul, write this greeting by my own hand. 
Remember my chains. Grace be with you.
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• It is evident that Ephesians is based on Colossians.  

• Shared outline etc.  

• It is also evident that there are major differences in three things:  

• Theology and ecclesiology. 

• Jewish roots of the Christian faith. 

• Use of the shared vocabulary.
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NEVERTHELESS

• The Holy Spirit: Ephesians shares Paul’s 
enthusiasm about the Holy Spirit  (1;3, 13, 
17 2:18, 22; 3:5, 16; 4:3, 30; 5:18; 6:17). 

• The Church: For Paul “church” meant a 
local congregation. Ephesians is 
significantly different:  

• Catholicity: the church is the universal, 
cosmic body of Christ.  

• Christ is the head of the body, the 
church (unlike in St Paul).  

• Christ is the head of both the cosmic 
church and all creation (1:10, 23; 3:9; 
4:10). 

• Offices: In Colossians, Paul is the only 
apostle. In Ephesians, Paul is a key 
figure but there are also “apostles and 
prophets” who received the revelation.  

• In terms of the evolution of offices, 
Ephesians stands between Colossians and 
the Pastorals (1 and 2 Timothy, Titus). 



NEVERTHELESS

• Jewish roots: the Jewish roots of the 
Christian faith are missing in Colossians 
(apart from a reference to circumcision).  

• The writer never argues from Scripture 
or connects the Christian story to the 
story of Israel.   

• By contrast, Ephesians roots the Christian 
faith in the history of Israel.  

• Ephesians enriches the text with many 
quotations from the Jewish scriptures.  

• The language is much more semitic/
Jewish throughout.  

• The author enriches the Pauline basis 
with the kind of eschatology found in 
the Dead Sea Scrolls (curiously).   

• Narrative arc: creation, covenant, Christ, 
church, consummation.  

• So, a more Jewish reception of 
Colossians for a new situation. 



NEVERTHELESS

• Shared vocabulary: as noted, Colossians and 
Ephesians share a distinctive vocabulary. Nevertheless, 
some key words are used differently in Ephesians.   

• Heavenly (epouranios): Ephesians 1:3, 20; 2:6; 
3:10; 6:12. Not just “in heaven” but “in the 
heavenly places.” 

• Transcendent powers of evil (stoicheia tou 
kosmou): an expression found in Paul and in 
Colossians. Ephesians uses “the devil” and never 
uses “Satan” (Paul).  

• Mystery (mystērion): Ephesians 1:9; 3:3-4, 9; 5:32; 
6:19. Colossians: Christ is the mystery. Ephesians: 
the mystery is God’s plan to unite Jew and Gentile 
in the one church.  

• Fullness (plērōma): Ephesians 1:10, 23; 3:19; 4:13. 
Colossians: it refers to Christ. Ephesians: it refers to 
the church.  

• Brothers and sisters (adelphoi): frequent in Paul; 
five times in Colossians; twice in Ephesians, but 
only in the conventional opening and closing.  

• To save (sōzō) and related words: there is no 
salvation vocabulary in Colossians but it is frequent 
enough in Ephesians 1:13; 2:5, 8; 5:23; 6:17. 



AND SO…

• “Ephesus” is missing from the best 
manuscripts. 

• For much the same reasons as in 
Colossians, Ephesians is not by Paul. 

• Ephesians depends on and expands 
Colossians and is, therefore, later.  

• Ephesians reflects a later evolution 
of ministries.  

• But, the outlook is different, 
spiritually, theologically and 
ecclesiologically. 

  

• Date: after Colossians. Ephesians is 
first alluded to around AD 110. 

• Place: Asia Minor, somewhere — 
perhaps in Ephesus itself. 



REVIEW QUESTIONS

• What did I learn in this presentation? 

• Make a short list for yourself.  

• Anything which surprised me? 

• Anything which inspired me? 

• Anything I need a word of clarification on?  



A TASK

• Handout: Colossians and Ephesians compared.  

• Task: read through both letters, reading similar paragraphs together.  

• Task: notice the differences — informed by this presentation! 

• Note your own observations and reactions.  

• How has this contextualisation of Ephesians enriched your reading?  



NEXT STEP

• The Blessing in Ephesians 1:3-14 

• Thanks for your patience!  


